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Do you realize that our relationship with God stavhile He remains

hidden from us? From birth, God’s presence ismatediately
available to anybody. In actual fact, it was tienlan family who first
began to hide themselves from God, “Adam and his kad
themselvedrom the presence of the LORD Gbd(@Gen 3:8). Mankind
Initiated this hidden relationship; therefore, Gedhains concealed
until we individually decide to diligently seek Hiaut.

For over two hundred years after Adam'’s fall hisaédants preferred to
remain hidden from God. Consequently, our own aé®ieft us devoid of
contact with our maker, “Then shall they call upoe, butl will not
answer they shall seek me early, dbey shall not find mé (Prov 1:28).
So how then can we humans find our way back intmacy with God?

We can begin by understanding that God Himselfatas the process of our
reconciliation, “the goodness of God leadeth tlmeeepentance” (Rom 2:4). Based
upon that passage, God opens the door by leadiogtus sin and into repentance.
However, repentance is merely the initial steps delivery from the world of sin. In
order to experience full intimacy with God aftengersion, the Christian must seek
Him wholeheartedly.

New Christians are like the ancient nation of Isfaewhom God performed such
mighty miracles and then delivered them out of Egy§ven after liberation from Egypt
they still needed to seek God with all of their itgd‘But if from thence thou shalt seek
the LORD thy God, thou shalt find hjni thou seek himwith all thy heartand with all
thy soul” (Deut 4:29). These specific words were spolkethe people on the day that
the Ten Commandments were given, a full fifty dafter they had left Egypt; at that
moment God was still instructing them etk himwith all thy heart”

The point is that absolute intimacy with God is siohply attainable through natural means.
Every born-again Christian needs to be filled Wit deep desire to discover God; he must
be determined in his pursuit of the Almighty! Dévalearly instructed his son Solomon in
the area of diligently seeking after God, “Neet your heart and your sotd seekthe

LORD your God” (1 Chron 22:19).

Understand, “God is no respecter of persons” (A6t84); He always responds to anybody
who diligently seeks after himif‘thou seekhim, he will be foundof thee” (1 Chron 28:9)!
However, even after we become aware of Jesus, 8epausue a close intimate
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relationship with him, “I love them that love meicithose that seek me. earshall find
me” (Prov 8:17). The Lord appreciates human persavee. :

We must be diligent in our quest for intimacy widlod. Jesus taught about a persistent
woman who sought Him out. Jesus wanted to rest &pan the press of the crowd
consequently he traveled into gentile territorynthfrom thence he arose, and went into the
borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into andyaunsl would have no man know:ibut

he could not be hitl(Mark 7:24). Jesus even instructed His apogtias He was to remain
inconspicuous! But there was a woman winoke throughand expressed her need for a
miracle! Jesus could not hide himself from thag persistent woman. Notice Jesus’
response, “But Jesus said unto her, Let the chlfirst be filled: for it is not meet to take

the children's bread, and to cast it unto the d@§#nd she answered and said unto him,
Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat otthlelren's crumbs” (Mark 7:27-28).
Determination on the part of the woman caused Jestespond to her need even before His
blood was shed, “Fdhis saying go thy waythe devil is gone out of thy daughter!” (Mark
7:29). How much more will our persistent determimrato gain intimacy cause Jesus to
respond to us!

We must understand that our Christian experieneetigally a form of courtship with Jesus.
Paul wrote, “I havespoused you to one husbarttiat | may present you aschaste virgin

to Christ” (2 Cor 11:2)! You all may remember whayu courted your mate that a
pronounced diligence or attentiveness toward thergterson was evident. Sadly, that
same attentiveness has probably diminished siratarthgical period of courtship. There
was an enchanting moment when the love-struck iddal began to actually believe that a
special someone might actually have a mutual afflectThe whole concept was
invigorating; this experience of growing affectibacame a thrilling experience. The whole
world effortlessly and naturally responds to th®/€” realm. The recording industry is
almost entirely focused upon this enchanting expee!

Notice what Revelation says about the Bride of &htlLet us be glad and rejoice, and give
honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is coarahis wife hath made herself ready

8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayfde linen, clean and white: for the
fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9 Anddi¢gh unto me, Write, Blessed are they
which are called unto the marriage supper of that.aAnd he saith unto me, These are the
true sayings of God” (Rev 19:7-9).

But why/how are Christians involved in courtshigiwidesus? What does this courtship
mean? What is the intended outcome of our coyrtsith the Lord? Can a mere human
actually be involved in courtship/marriage with thieine? Is Jesus who was bordeav
really going to marry aentile church?

To get answers to our questions we need to stxdypsgcific women of the Bible. Perhaps
events from their lives can become subtle metapkdrsh contain delicately concealed
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messages for us. There are secrets veiled belxiogstile brides of thekBibI_l':e"_,?._-wh_ic'h § L i

provide us with enlightenment about Jesus’ bride.

Our goal in this Bible Study is to identify specifirophetic characteristics based upon
selected events in the lives of six gentile bridésom these six special women we will form
a composite picture of the Bible’s ultimate sevegehtile bride, the bride of Christ. Let us
begin by identifying the brides:

The Seven Gentile Brides!

# Husband Wife

1 Adam Eve

2 Isaac Rebekah
3 Joseph Asenath
4 Moses Zipporah
5 Salmon Rahab
6 Boaz Ruth

7 Christ Church

#1) Eve obviously came out from Adam’s flesthe LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall

upon Adam and he slept: and he took one of his aibd closed up the flesh instead thereof;

22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken frommmade he a woman, and brought

her unto the man. 23 And Adam said, This is nowebaf my bones, and flesh of my flesh:

she shall be called Woman, because she was takeh Ban. 24 Therefore shall a man

leave his father and his mother, and shall cleae his wife: and they shall be one flesh”

(Gen 2:21-24). Let’s notice:

(1) The first bride actually came from the flesh of hasband;

(2) While eve was being formed Adam was sleeping;

(3) The formation of Eve, began with an implied piegcof Adam'’s flesh; the bible says that the
Lord, “closed up the flesh.” Whenever anythinglssed there is first an implicit opening. The
opening was the location, “she was taken out of ;Man

A second point that we must note concerning thgimal couple is that God first gave His
instructions Law) to the male, “But of the tree of the knowledgegobd and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest ¢loéithou shalt surely die” (Gen 2:17). Notice
that the giving of this firstaw transpired four verses before Eve was ever formed.
Therefore it follows that it was Adam’s responstlito convey the full intent of God’s Law
to his wife. On the surface it does appear thamanust have properly conveyed God’s
Law. We can easily observe through the words thatdBese in her response unto the
serpent, “he said unto the woman, Yea, hath Gal] & shall not eat of every tree of the
garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, @jeaat of the fruit of the trees of the
garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which igle midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch ittlgs die” (Gen 3:1-3).

It was Adam’s responsibility to be the spirituaddier of his wife; however, we observe the
exact opposite as the woman, “took of the fruit¢log and did eat, and gave also unto her
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husband with her; anlte did eat (Gen 3:6). At first glance it seems Aaam'_rﬁaymbéen-" il

utterly negligent as he idly allowed his wife gz forbidden fruit. However,'it'is ' much

more likely that he was not properly tending towite; the scripture indicates that Adam

was very likely absent when his wife first ate lod fruit. The reasoning behind this
conclusion is, “And Adam was not deceived, butwlenan being deceived was in the
transgression” (1 Tim 2:14). Since Adam was naede=d then he probably was not even
present. This brings us to our fourth, fifth andtspoints:

(4) Biblical indications are that there was a tempogesiod when Eve was in transgression and
Adam was not, “Adam was not deceived, but the wobeng deceived was in the
transgression;”

(5) Nevertheless, Adam chose to be in the same staia dfjht along with his wife, “andde did
eat”

(6) Since Adam chose to be in the state of sin aloniy kit wife, it was almost certainly because of
his love for her. Possibly Eve’s glorious appeaeasomehow departed when she sinned. We
observe an appearance of glory on Moses’ face Wwhespoke face to face with God, “and the
children of Israel saw the face of Moses, thatstia of Moses' face shone: and Moses put the
vail upon his face again, until he went in to spedtk him.” It is very likely that Adam and Eve
experienced an unknown and undesirable state afatm when the glory departed from Eve.
This may likely have been the reason for Adam’ssilec to eat the forbidden fruit;

#2) Next we come to Rebecca, the second of ouritgebtides Abraham had sent his
servant Eliezer to get a wife for his son Isaagjt“Biou shalt go unto my country, and to
my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac” (&ém@). Even Rebecca’s selection was
supernatural. Going only on faith she journeyetihWliezer and met her husband Isaac met
at a well. In fact this is the first and most imjamt aspect of which we must make note.
Isaac and Rebecca initiate a Biblical motif thatudes: Isaac and Rebecca; Jacob and
Rachel; and Jesus and the Samaritan woman. Theneaht a source of living water, “And
Isaac came from the way of the well Lahai-roi” (&2h62). The name Lahai-roi means,
“well of a living (Ong my Seer.” Hagar first named the well when she sent away from
Sarah. We find Isaac coming from the well as hets\Rebecca, “And Isaac went out to
meditate in the field at the eventide: and hediftg his eyes, and saw, and, behold, the
camels were coming. 64 And Rebekah lifted up hesggnd when she saw Isaac, she
lighted off the camel. 65 For she had said untcstireant, What man is this that walketh in
the field to meet us? And the servant had said,rity master: thereforghe took a vail, and
covered herself(Gen 24:63-65).

The next and final time that we see the well Laioais when Isaac was blessed, “And it
came to pass after the death of Abraham,®uat blessed his son Isgand Isaac dwelt by
the well Lahai-roi” (Gen 25:11). The concepts dmak we will focus concerning bride
number two are:

(7) Going only on faith Rebecca journeyed with Eliezer;

(8) Rebecca came out of Babylon, Abraham’s countryrigirg

(9) Rebecca was supernaturally selected as a requiagér;
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(10) Isaac and Rebecca met at a source of living witenyell Lahai-roi “we_I_I__of':;';,\_-Ii\_/ing' (One)‘ Vi A

my Seer;

#3) Asenath is our third gentile brideShe was married to Josepthpse name means,
“add to”). Almost everyone agrees that Joseph is defingel/pe of Jesus; therefore, his
bride would naturally be a type of the Church @ lide of Christ. However, the scripture
is rather quiet concerning Asenath. Nonetheless;am glean good information from those
minute details that the Bible does reveal. “Askhateans “One who belongs sr
consecratedo Neth;” and, Neth was the Egyptian name for ‘ii@ther-earth of the delta!”
Her father was the high priest On, who worshipped the sun god. This is the fgom

whom Pharaoh was supposed to have descended.fdreeisenath knew absolutely
nothing about Jehovah God; indeed, she was nuraurécducated in the house of an
extremely high-ranking pagan official! Therefolesvas steeped in the world’s foremost
sun-god / mother-earth religion. Indeed her nareama that she belonged to mother-earth
of the Deltathe Nile Rive).

As a result of revealing Pharaoh’s famous dreasg@do was given a wife and a new name,
“And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaoead claim that name means
(“Revealer of Secrets” others claim his name meéthg one who furnishes the
nourishment of life," still others claim that theebk down of his name — zaf "food," net
"saviour," paaneh "life" would result in, "savioof the world." The official Hebrew
interpretation from (Josephus Ant. 2:6, Sectiomslhat Joseph’s name means "revealer of
secrets.); and he gave him to wife Asenathdaning, “One who belongs to the mother
earth of the delta); the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On. Anslepi went out over all
the land of Egypt” (Gen 41:45). “And Joseph wastyhyears old when he stood before
Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out frompitesence of Pharaoh, and went
throughout all the land of Egypt” (Gen 41:46).

Joseph and his wife Asenath had two sons, “And daseph were born two sons before the
years of famine came, which Asenath the daught@otitpherah priest of On bare unto
him. 51 And Joseph called the name of the firstddamasseh: For God, said he, hath made
me forget all my toil, and all my father's hous2.And the name of the second called he
Ephraim: For God hath caused me to be fruitfuhmland of my affliction” (Gen 41:50-

52).

(11) Joseph is probably the foremost type of Jesusefibier, his bride would naturally be a
critical type of the Church or the Bride of Christ;

(12) Asenath knew absolutely nothing about the true Gfdaeaven; yet her pagan past is blotted
out of the book of remembrance;

(13) Joseph, as “Revealer of Secrets” and "saviourefabrld” sat in the lofty seat of high
authority and honawith his wife at his sidgust as the church sits in heavenly paces withsles
“And hath raised us up together, andde us sit together in heavenly places in Chrigsds
(Eph 2:6).
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#4) Our fourth gentile bride isZipporah (neaning little bird or “sparrow)) = The.
scripture is rather quiet concerning this womarnyéner, once again we can'glean
important information from those small details fdun the Bible. First we know that she is
considered by some to be an Ethopian, “And Miriard Aaron spake against Moses
because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had marfieedie had marriedn Ethiopian
womanr’ (Num 12:1). Whether or not Zipporah was the "Qitsswoman” of Num 12:1 is a
much-debated question. Scholars can only produre speculation on the subject of the
“Cushite woman.” Aaron and Miriam used the wor@shite woman" for Moses’ wife;
this may have been merely a description of Zippevalth was intended to cast a
dispersion upon her. Some claim that they may haes complaining about yet another
woman whom Moses subsequently married; howevere tikeno proof of this suggestion.
As we return to Zipporah, we know that she was fididian, “Now the priest of Midian
had seven daughters: and they came and drew watefilled the troughs to water their
father's flock. 17 And the shepherds came and ditzera away: but Moses stood up and
helped them, and watered their flock. 18 And whegytcame td&reueltheir father, he said,
How is it that ye are come so soon to day? 19 Aeg said, An Egyptian delivered us out
of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew watargh for us, and watered the flock. 20
And he said unto his daughters, And where is hePisvl that ye have left the man? call
him, that he may eat bread. 21 And Moses was cotaaiwell with the man: anke gave
Moses Zipporah his daughte22 And she bare him a son, and he called his name
Gershom for he said] have been a stranger in a strange lah(Ex 2:16-22).

Our final encounter witZipporah is interesting as she “took a sharp stone, andfttie
foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet, amd,sSurely a bloody husband art thou to me.
26 So he let him go: then she said, A bloody hudlthou art, because of the circumcision”
(Ex 4:25-26). Apparently, she was filled with utlimgness and anger regarding the
circumcision. As a result, she circumcised heldcherself exclaiming, "A bloody husband
art thou to me because of the circumcision.”

This strange incident at the inn seemingly indudiedes to send her back to her father.
Some claim that she was unable to brave the ofakod's people. However, Jethro
apparently returned her back to Moses in Rephidinng the first year's sojourn in the
wilderness. We observe from the following passageéthis theory may have some
validity, “WhenJethro (Reuel) the priest of Midian Moses' father in law, heard of all that
God had done for Moses, and for Israel his pe@pld,that the LORD had brought Israel
out of Egypt; 2 Then Jethro, Moses' father in lea@k Zipporah, Moses' wif@fter he had
sent her back3 And her two sons; of which the name of the was Gershom; for he said,
| have been an alien in a strange land: 4 And #meenof the other was Eliezer; for the God
of my father, said he, was mine help, and delivenedrom the sword of Pharaoh” (Ex
18:1-4).

(14) Zipporah was scorned by her husband’s family;

(15) Zipporah was sent back to her father and subseguettrned to Moses;
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#5) Rahab is the fifth of the Gentile BridesWe should begin to recogﬁi_ze 'tﬁe growi'n_g-" Vst i

amount of information concerning each bride as regess toward the seventh bride. We
have the entire second chapter of the book of doghlearn about Rahab (‘broaaf

spaciou¥. Nonetheless, with the exception of one versmfthe book of Hebrews, her

story is limited to the second chapter of JoshAad‘Joshua the son of Nun sent out of
Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, Go view kind, even Jericho. And they went, and
came into an harlot's house, named Rahab, andddtiges. 2 And it was told the king of
Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hitheidght of the children of Israel to search
out the country. 3 And the king of Jericho senbuRahab, saying, Bring forth the men that
are come to thee, which are entered into thinedidos they be come to search out all the
country. 4 And the woman took the two men, andthan, and said thus, There came men
unto me, but I wist not whence they were: 5 Anchiine to pass about the time of shutting
of the gate, when it was dark, that the men wenhtwhither the men went | wot not: pursue
after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them. @ Bhe had brought them up to the roof of
the house, and hid them with the stalks of flaxiclwishe had laid in order upon the roof. 7
And the men pursued after them the way to Jordém thie fords: and as soon as they which
pursued after them were gone out, they shut thee §aand before they were laid down, she
came up unto them upon the roof; 9 And she said tin& men, | know that the LORD hath
given you the land, and that your terror is fallggon us, and that all the inhabitants of the
land faint because of you. 10 For we have heardthee ORD dried up the water of the
Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and yéndid unto the two kings of the
Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, SamahOg, whom ye utterly destroyed. 11
And as soon as we had heard these things, ourstaidnnelt, neither did there remain any
more courage in any man, because of you: for theRI@our God, he is God in heaven
above, and in earth beneath. 12 Now thereforegy pou, swear unto me by the LORD,
since | have shewed you kindness, that ye will atsawv kindness unto my father's house,
and give me a true token: 13 And that ye will salree my father, and my mother, and my
brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have deliver our lives from death. 14 And the
men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye uttet this our business. And it shall be, when
the LORD hath given us the land, that we will daatlly and truly with thee. 15 Then she
let them down by a cord through the window: for heuse was upon the town wall, and she
dwelt upon the wall. 16 And she said unto them, y@etto the mountain, lest the pursuers
meet you; and hide yourselves there three days theatpursuers be returned: and afterward
may ye go your way. 17 And the men said unto hex Wl be blameless of this thine oath
which thou hast made us swear. 18 Behold, whenomeanto the land, thou shalt bind this
line of scarlet thread in the window which thouditet us down by: and thou shalt bring
thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, dhtthg father's household, home unto thee.
19 And it shall be, that whosoever shall go outhefdoors of thy house into the street, his
blood shall be upon his head, and we will be geskl and whosoever shall be with thee in
the house, his blood shall be on our head, if amdibe upon him. 20 And if thou utter this
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our business, then we will be quit of thine oathokhithou hast made us to swear. 21"And-"'_ 7

she said, According unto your words, so be it. Ahd sent them away, and they departed:

and she bound the scarlet line in the window” (I8h21).

(16) By faith the harlot Rahaperished not with them that believed figHeb 11:31);

(17) Rahab said,l"know that the LORD hath given you the land” (Josh 2:10)

(18) Rahab said, “for the LORD your Gaak is Godin heaven above, and in earth beneath”
(Josh 2:11);

#6) Our Sixth and Most Illustrative Gentile BridesiRuth. There is a small four-chapter
book named Ruthathich means frieng this book was written during the time of the
Judges; the book is devoted to her story. By n@enskhould notice that as we get closer to
the seventh bride we have obtained more quantdygaiality information regarding our
prototype bride. We will not study the entire badkRuth during this Bible Study. A
Rivkah Ministries Bible Study entitled, The Book of Ruthis devoted entirely to this
book. (f you do not have a copy of that study, you caaiabt form the World Wide Web
at: http://www.rivkah.org Instead of the whole book, we will attempt to foousthe

overall picture of Ruth through prophetic pictueesl keywords as we examine each
chapter of the book.

Prophetic Pictures from Ruth - Notice the overall type elements in the Book oftRu

* Ruth the Churchwho was a gentile was brought in as the resuti®fexile of
Naomi (srael); in like fashion the churchRuth only came to God when Israel was
exiled;

* Ruth Church did not ever replace Naonis(ael); instead, Ruth learned from and
was coached by Naomi; in the same fashion thecbhslrould learn from Israel;

* Naomi (srael) remained in exile until RutfChurch was ready to become the bride
of Boaz (Jesus, this is a key prophetic sign as we see the naifdsrael being
restored we should realize the bride of Chrisbisua ready to appear;

e Boaz (Jesu3¥ and Naomilsrael) never met, John 1:11 “He came unto his own, and
his own received him not;”

Keyword Pictures from Ruth - Notice that there are primary keywords in eactptdreof
Ruth each of which relates to the major conceptlviban be found in the chapter.

Chapter 1 of Ruth —(Naomi and Ruth returned to the land of Isjael

The “keyword” (Shuv- “to return” ) appears a total divelve timesin chapter 1.

Teshuvah =Is the Hebrew word meaning “repentance” and itlaseparated into two
parts:Teshuvfollowed byhay. Teshuv (shuvneans “return to” and the lette® (hay)is

an abbreviation for God; therefore, the Hebrew wegkntance literally means to return to
God. This is reminiscent of our original questfoom page one, “So how then can we
humans find our way back to intimacy with God?”

Chapter 2 of Ruth —(Ruth “happens” to glean in the fields of Bgyaz
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The “keyword” (Leket- “to glean”) is a keyword that appeat& timesinkc_ha'p:t.'er-_-z in fhe-‘ Vo iy

same way that the keywo8huvappeared 12 times in the first chapter. Accordinthe
“Law of Gleaning”Hebrews could reap their fields only one time. Wékar remained in
the field after the first pass was left for the owds and the fatherless; this became Israel’s
(God’s) welfare system.

Chapter 3 of Ruth —(Ruth slept at Boaz's feet; she asked turepread his garment over
her):

The “keyword” (Shakhov- it has two meanings in Tanak:

(1) to physically lie down and, (2) to sleep andh&we sexual relations.

Corner of the Garments=Num 15:38 “Speak unto the children of Israel, artbtbem that
they make them fringes in the borders of their gan® throughout their generations, and
that they put upon the fringe of the borders aaittbof blue.” In the Hebrew culture, one’s
garment showed their authority. Ruth came undeatithority of Boaz, “And it came to
pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, ancetimmself: and, behold, a woman lay at
his feet. 9 And he said, Who art thou? And she ansgly | am Ruth thine handmaspread
therefore thy skirt over thine handmajdor thou art a near kinsman” (Ruth 3:8-9).

Chapter 4 of Ruth —(Boaz redeems Ruth and together they generate ioig3pr

The “keyword” “Ga’al” pronounced (Go-el). It appears 21 times in bobRuth . The

word “Ga’al” means a Kinsman “Reedemer” Ruth fo@ce in the eyes of Boaz who
became her Kinsman Reedemer!

Let's carefully note the fiveccurrences of our keyword redeemer in verse Aeadltd And

| thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it befiwe inhabitants, and before the elders of my
people. If thou wili(1)redeem it, (2)redeem it: but (3)if thou wilt notredeem it,then tell

me, that | may know: for there is no@@to redeem itbeside thee; and | am after thee. And
he said, 5)will redeem it.”

The story of Ruth creates a portrait of the Grdaeof) that God now places on the church.
Notice her reaction after Boaype of Jesysspoke to her, “then she fell on her face, and
bowed herself to the ground, and said unto Mthy have | found_gracéfavor)in thine
eyes that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, selemg a stranger? ... 13 Then she
said,Let me find_favourin thy sight my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, andtfat
thou hast spoken friendly unto thine handmaid, ¢fmolube not like unto one of thine
handmaidens” (Ruth 2:10-13).

(19) Naomi and Ruth returng@huv)to the land of Israel;

(20)  Ruth “happens” to gleafieket)in the fields of Boaz;

(21) Ruth sleptShakhoviat Boaz's feet she asked him to spread his garowvemther;

(22) Boaz redeem@Ga’al)Ruth and together they generate offspring;

So Now, we come to the Seventh Gentile Bride...
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However, before we meet that specific bride lat'st inotice how David t00 'i's',;_cih-aracte_ris'ti(:_'*‘_ 5040
of the bride of Christ: Bl

» David means "Beloved;” which is also a term for Gdgride (Song of Solomon 3:6);

» David desired to build the house of God (I Chragsc28:2, 29:3); so too, the Bride of Christ
set her affections on building the house of Godd€xsians 3:1-2);

» David confessed that he was a stranger and sojoomigne earth doing the Will of God (I
Chronicles 29:15); the bride of Christ confessas $he is a stranger and pilgrim (I Peter
2:11);

» David was the chosen of God (Psalm 89:3); so tedtide of Christ is the chosen of God
(John 15:16);

» Dauvid loved Jerusalem, God's chosen city (I King$82); in like fashion heavenly
Jerusalem is the city of God's bride (Hebrews 128elation 21);

» David was an Ephrathite meanitdpuble fruit" (I Samuel 17:12); the bride of Christ is
prophesied to bear much fruit (John 15:8, GalattA2-23). Note also that Ruth married
Elimelech, who happened to be an Ephrathite, (Ri)

* God called David his firstborn (Psalm 89:27); so, tthve bride of Christ is the firstborn of
God (Hebrews 12:23);

» David was anointed by God to accomplish His WillgPn 89:20); likewise, the bride of
Christ is anointed to accomplish the Will of Goslajeh 61:1,3,6,10);

* David loved God's Law and kept His commandmenisr({gs 11:32, 38); the Bride of
Christ is supposed to love Jesus and keep His coohments (John 14:15).

Have you experienced the act of falling in lovehttte Almighty? There is a saying, “Love
makes the world go around!” Love always makeswe bride giddy; Love makes the
young man in pursuit of a maiden’s affections eigrare the wondrous excitement of life!
We have to get a revelation of God’s love for Uise concept that God loves us must flow
from our very spirit. Meditate on this fact; mutte yourself all day long: “God loves me!”
“God loves me!” “God loves me!” “God loves me!”

From the fourth chapter of the first letter of J&dbod’s love for us is made clear:

» 8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; féod is love

« 16 And we have known and believed the love that it to usGod is loveand he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

¢ 19We love him, because he first loved. us

The seventh Gentile bride turns out to be the Ghofdesus Christ! Eve is a picture of the
foundation of the church! She only had the capaoitact like a man because she came
from a man! She was taken from the side of Adachfarmed. Eve’s source was Adam
while his source was God. Adam was supposed tikactod while Eve was supposed to
act like Adam. The seventh Gentile Bride, cameabuhe bloody side of Jesus Christ
therefore she must think and act like Jesus Chesause she came from Jesus. Let me give
you more of an explanation of what | mean by oselsrce.
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Whenever God wants to create something He firsbéisheghe sourcefrbm'Whic-h He AT

wants the new creation to be formed. As long asteated thing stays in contact with its
source, it lives. When the created thing discotsn@om its source it dies! As long as it
stays connected to its source it lives. A plastiarce is the earth, as long as it stays in
contact with the earth it lives. A fish’s soursdhe water, as long as it stays in the water it
lives. However as soon as it is taken out of tagewit begins to die.

When God wanted to create man He used Himselfeasdtirce. As long as man stays in
contact with God he lives! However when he loasmsact with his God he dies! In the
same fashion the church came from Jesus Chrisamaot not be a triumphant church if we
disconnect from Jesus! Rather, we will begin & di

What about Rebecca Isaac’s bride? She never saw;Iget journeyed to marry him based
upon Eliezer's word! Out of faith she left her otny to marry a man whom she had never
seen, “without faith it is impossible to please hiideb 11:6). She obviously had faith! If
you have faith, “ye shall say unto this mountaien®ve hence to yonder place; and it shall
remove” (Matt 17:20). The bride of Christ must édaith in God!

Joseph was a type of Jesus therefore Joseph’ssvafeype of the Church! Joseph’s bride
Asenith means “One who belongs to the mother-exrthe delta!” Her father was the high
priest of On who worshipped the sun god. Theresbieeknew nothing about God! She is a
type of the church who knew nothing about Jesus!

Asenith became a portrait for the gentile Churcesfus! Before coming to Jesus, the
gentile church could be described as follows, Hat time ye were without Christ, being
aliensfrom the commonwealth of Israel, asilangers from the covenantsf promise,
having no hope, andithout God in the world (Eph 2:12). We were pagans! And then
one day Peter went into the house of Corneliusis)@ur Heavenly Joseptoved us and
adopted us at the cross. He has made us joirst hidie loved us and brought us into the
heavenly realm! As in the blessing over Josephtsdons, the Father crossed His hands
with a blessing over us! He has given us a peeple were not a people the best of the
blessings of Heaven; while His own son Jesus wasfed. The one not supposed to get
the blessing got the blessing from God almighty!

As aresult, it is the destiny of the church tarsiheavenly paces with Jesus just as Joseph’s
brides sat at his side over Egypt! All of Asenifiagan past has been blotted out from the
book as a reminder to us that our past sins aoebédéted out! You cannot find her pagan
past in first five books of the Bible, the bookrefnembrance!

She was justified — Just-if-I'd never sinned! S¥ees to produce children for Joseph and
bring glory and honor to her husband. The Chusdupposed to produce children and
bring glory and honor to Jesus!
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So what is the composite picture from the firstGentile Brides? From‘ their,;Co-mpoSite-" A

characteristics we can learn what the Bride of €will be like! The following is'intended
to express those characteristics that the Bridehwist will surely display:

1. The first bride came from the flesh of her husbahNadw ye are the body of Christ” (1 Cor
12:27);

2. While Eve was being formed Adam was sleeping -kim flashion, after Jesus’ death
(Prophetically, His physical body slept) while gteurch is being formed, “how that Christ
died for our sins according to the scriptures” @r €5:3);

3. The formation of Eve, began with an implied piegcof Adam'’s flesh because it says that
the Lord, “closed up the flesh.” In order for dmyig to be closed there is an implicit that it
first was opened. This is how, “she was takenobian;” — in like fashion, Jesus’ flesh
was pierced while on the cross, out of his bloa@hurch was formedhéaving made
peace through the blood of his cragdsy him to reconcile all things unto himself” (Col
1:20);

4. Biblical indications are that there was a tempogesiod when Eve was in transgression
and Adam was not, “the woman being deceived wasdrransgression;” — in like fashion,
Jesus so loved his bride that he became sin adddatiéis bride while she was in
transgression in order to return her to his glaitmrm, “hehath made him to be sin for ys
who knew no sin; that we might be made the rightaesas of God in him” (2 Cor 5:21);

5. Nevertheless, Adam chose to be in the same staia afjht along with his wife, “ande
did eat” — in the same fashion Jesus choose to beconfersihe church, “whdor the joy
(his joy was our redemptipthat was set before hirandured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of then¢ghof God” (Heb 12:2);

6. Since Adam chose to be in the state of sin alorly ks wife, it was almost certainly
because of his love for her. Possibly Eve’s glasiappearance somehow departed when
she sinned. We observe an appearance of gloryased/face when he spoke face to face
with God, “and the children of Israel saw the fat&loses, that the skin of Moses' face
shone: and Moses put the vail upon his face agaiil,he went in to speak with him.” It is
very likely that Adam and Eve experienced an unkmawd undesirable state of separation
when the glory departed from Eve. This may likedye been the reason for Adam’s
decision to eat the forbidden fruit, “his divinewper hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knagé ofhim that hath called us to glory
and virtue” (2 Peter 1:3); “Thaie might present it to himself a glorious churtEph
5:27);

7. Going only on faith, Rebecca journeyed with ElieZénd they called Rebekah, and said
unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she saudill (note her marriage statemerg®”
(Gen 24:58); so too, the bride of Christ confeskssis without seeing himWhosoever
shall confesghat Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in kimd, he in God” (1 John

4:15);
8. Rebecca came out of Babylon; Abraham’s countryrigiii@ in like fashion the bride of
Christ is to come out of Babylon, “Babylon the drisefallen, is fallen, . . . | heard another
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voice from heaven, sayin§G,ome out of her, my peopléhat ye be not p'z_a__rta'l:(_g'rs_.,of'hér:singf’..:._ 5040

(Rev 18:2-4);

9. Rebecca was supernaturally selected as a requiaypér;

10. Isaac and Rebecca met at a source of living witenyell Lahai-roi “well of a living (One)
my Seer,

11. Joseph is probably the foremost type of Jesusetiwey, his bride would naturally be a
critical type of the Church or the Bride of Christ;

12. Asenath knew absolutely nothing about the true Gfdteaven; yet her pagan past is blotted
out of the book of remembrance;

13. Joseph, as “Revealer of Secrets” and "saviourefubrld” sat in the Lofty seat of high
authority and honor with his wife at his side jastthe destiny of the church is to sit in
heavenly paces with Jesus;

14. Zipporah was scorned by her husband’s family;

15. Zipporah was sent back to her father and subseguetirned to Moses;

16. By faith the harlof(Septuagint uses word “porne” from which we getnography)Rahab
perished not with them that believed rigHeb 11:31); yes she was a harlot. Harlotry was
not counted "sin" among the pagan; still, it wasnespectable. Even so, when she adopted
a pure faith she lived a pure life; we know that starried Salmon claimed to have been
one of the spies. She also birthed BoaEpimrathite. Rahab’s faith displayed corresponding
actions, “Likewise also was not Rahab the hadstified by works when she had received the
messengers, and had sent them out another wayfRe¢J225).

17. Rahab said,I"know that the LORD hath given you the land” (Josh 2:10)

18. Rahab said, “for the LORD your Gdak is Godin heaven above, and in earth beneath”
(Josh 2:11);

19. Naomi and Ruth returng@huv)to the land of Israel;

20. Ruth “happens” to gleafh.eket)in the fields of Boaz;

21. Ruth slep{Shakhovat Boaz's feet she asked him to spread his garovamther;

22. Boaz redeem@Ga’al)Ruth and together they generate offspring.

These magnificent women of faith all shared a quakeyond mere faith; they each
demonstrated flashes of perseverance at someqguantiher in their lives. The beautiful
writing of Solomon expresses the story of a maigeh another expression of the bride of
Christ) who could not find her fairest one, “By night oty bed | sought him whom my soul
loveth:1 sought him, but | found him not (Song 3:1). Through unrelenting diligence this
maiden eventually discovered her lover. In likehfan, the Christian who wishes to locate
that extraordinary intimate relationship with themghty must be diligent in his/her search.
Through perseverance they will ultimately expereshdl intimacy with God. Still, when

He is sought after wholeheartedly, He will be fouftdou shalt find himif thou seek him
with all thy heart and with all thy sodt (Deut 4:29).
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