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Do we really understand the finished work of JeShast? In fact,
what is His finished work? What specifically dddis finished
work mean for us today? And, what does the firdsherk of
Jesus have to do with the Holy Spirit?

Without an understanding of Jesus’ finished wokkntural man
simply cannot discern the Bible. Even Bible seln®who read God'’s
word without spiritual understanding are helple$&wit comes to
hidden truths. This amazing facet of God’s wordich is perhaps best
described as “beyond natural understanding,” led_oud to say, “I
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and eartlgussthou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes” (Matt 11:25). In effect, God’s word is astgry! According to
Jesus, the Fathehid these things’ from the natural man! Therefore,
since God’s word has many hidden aspects, seveas aontinue to be
a great mystery not only to scholars, but alsohidstendom! This
means that, the majority of humanity is ignoranthef great mysteries
contained within the Bible! In this lesson, we goeng to learn about a
great mystery of God, especially as it relatesegud’ finished work
upon the cross!

God’s great mysteries are revealed in direct m@tatid the faith of each
believer! In other words, without belida{th) the mysteries of God simply
cannot be understood nor can they even be recalnildee root of all sin is
unbelief, “forwhatsoever is not of faith issin” (Rom 14:23). Keep in mind
that without belief, the great mysteries of Godrzaireven be perceived!

Perhaps one way that we can gauge our own relatred of belief {aith) is by
asking ourselves the following question. “Do Iwithe Gospel as a ‘becoming
gospel?™ In other words, do | believe that thes@el is a message about
something yet future? Many Christians would agvéh that concept; however,
instead of some kid of a “becoming gospel,” we nuashe to realize that we need
to view the Gospel as a “right now Gospel!” Thestfe John wrote, “Beloved,
now are we the sons of God” (1 John 3:2); Hebrews claims thaNdw faith is.”

The point is that nowin the present we are perfectly sound; we are perfectly
accepted, we are perfectly whole in Christ.
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God has not somehow changed between the Old Testame the New Testament;
instead, His covenant with us has changed! We grost to understand that the finished
work of the cross of Jesus has already satisfiedti<dequirement for justice! This means
that God is not examining us for sin that He maigpl In the Old Testament we can find
statements such as the following passage oveniness, “Therefore ishe anger of the
LORD kindled against his people, and he hath stretched fothihs hand against them,
and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcasesviem in the midst
of the streetd-or all thishisanger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out
still” (Isa 5:25). God will always remain a Holy anguat God; nevertheless, His justice
has already been satisfied in Jesus! Can we reathprehend that God’s righteous
judgment against our sin has already been satisfi€dhrist, “he hathmade him to be sin
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the right@ess of God in him” (2 Cor
5:21)! Indeed, the opposite is actually true;@ad to judge us harshly for our sins, He
would have to deny Jesus’ sacrifice upon the crbeshathmade him to be sin for us.”
It follows that if God has already judged sin imiithen we who believe and have our
faith in Him have already been judged!

You and | must come to the point where we trulyamsthnd the finished work of the
cross! We can begin by examining the passage,i8a&l Jesus unto his disciples, If any
man will come after méet him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: amdosoever will lose his life for my sake
shall find it” (Matt 16:24-25). Jesus addressed #isciples and said, “If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself!” What exactbes that mean?

Various past deep-rooted teachings have influensdd believe that we are supposed to
deny ourselves and lay everything down at thedédesus. It follows then, that only
after denying ourselves will we be received byltbhed! We have learned that we must
deny everything; this includes any hopes of futfdl our own personal dreams.
Essentially, we must lay it all down for Jesus; #meh we can follow the Lord.

Sounds good; bubat isnot at all what Jesus was talking about in that passagenif
man will come after me, let hinleny himself, and take upis cross, and follow me” (Matt
16:24). To denyneans “to say not” or “to contradict.” Therefodesus was essentially
teaching us that in order to follow Him we are tofitradict” ourselves. In essence, we
proclaim that we have n@ower of our own selves to perform the work of Gdnstead,
we must take up the work of Hisoss!

Jesus went on to say, “For whosoever will savdif@shall lose it: and whosoever will
lose his life for my sake shall find it” (Matt 1&2 How many of you have tried to save
you own life? In context of the last verse, thenpamade is that when one thinks that he
can essentially perform godliness for himself, fheson becomes disqualified! But,
“whosoever will lose hislife for my sake shall find it.” This means that wivea call out
to Jesus, “l just can’t do this!” that is when we anade capable! It's not about what we
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can doon our own instead, it is about what we canidalesuk Jesus was addressing the
concept of people attempting to show evidence @f thwn capabilities before God.

If we have a hard time believing that it is all aboapabilities, notice the context of the
very next verse, “For what is a man profitéde shall gain the whole world, (Obviously,
Jesus is referencing a very capable individmathis analogy). and lose his own soul?”
(Matt 16:26). We have all met people who are “sigparitual” they are disciplined,
intelligent, outgoing and full of character! Iibssible that these exceptional people can
somehow find a way to God on their own? No! ladtenobodyrfot the very best of us
can do the work that only Jesus was able to perforras!

Within the context of capabilities and works, netlwow Jesus continued with that
passage, “For the Son of man shall come in theyglbhis Father with his angels; and
thenhe shall reward every man according to hisworks” (Matt 16:27). So how are we
supposed to interpret this passage? Most havevieelithat whatever we accomplisto (
or perform after becoming Christigrthat Jesus will reward us according to our dpeci
works? Once again, the problem is that this imeggtion is completely incorrect! Try
reading that passage without focusing upon the snaotk instead, as an alternative,
place the focus upon His work#ie'shall reward every man according tchis (Jesus)
works!” The passage is essentially saying thaislesll reward every man according to
His (Jesus’)own work that He alone accomplished on the cross!

Our job is to put effort not upon doing works bpbua believing the good news of Jesus’
finished work on the cross! When we truly beli¢glwat we stand before God because of
His (Jesus) works, then good works will naturally tag alotgit even those works will be
His worksin us, not our worksWhen we really grasp this truth then “Bible hbpan
begin to leap in our hearts! Indeed, one of theske the good life and feeling perfectly
accepted and whole before God is to begin to hivBible hope! Therefore, lets take a
look at what Bible hope is!

Bible hope is not natural human hope; Bible hopsoisthe same as our every day hopes
such as: | hope | hit the lotterlprobably none of you have hoped for thishope | get
that better job; | hope that my daughter finishelfege with honors; | hope that | can
complete this project on time; etc. All of thesgphs are natural; however, they do not
describe “Bible hope!”

The Gospel is a Gospel of Hope! Let’s notice B2 “Forl know the thoughtsthat |

think toward you, saith the LORDthoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an
expected end” (Jer 29:11). Most Christians do not really exgec God to focus any of

His efforts upon them! They tend to think thatislgust so busy that He does not really
focus on their insignificance! This is wrong thing; indeed, He does not just think about
us every once in a while during passing momentsthitds about us all of the time, “I
know the thoughts that | think toward you!”
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We have got to stop thinking that God is somehottippuup with us! Most Christians
actually believe that every time that we make aakes, God ljecause of his justienust
one way or another punish us. However, the aneglifianslation of that passage from
Jeremiah says that God regularly thinks about sy, I know the thoughts and plans
that | have for you, says the Lordhoughts and plans for welfare and peace and not for
evil, to give you hopein your final outcome” (Jer 29:11 AMP). God’s plans for us are
glorious; He is concerned about our final outcori@ls should give us great Hope! This
passage reveals that God thinks deeply about everybHis children. Further, God does
not harbor any form of displeasure towards evemiiest of our sinful actions!

Critics of the concept of grace will say, “Well smGod never has any displeasure with
anything that we do, does this mean that we canlike the devil!” If you can understand
what | am about to convey, then you will realize groper Biblical perspective. Sin will
kill you, “the wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23gwvertheless, God will not kill you
because of your sin!

Essentially, we must get to the place where thrabgHinished work of Jesus we live in
complete peace with God! Therefore, His thoughtsuaus are good “and not for evil!”
None of God'’s plans for us have any ediggtructivenegative, or disparaginghtent.
Through Jesus’ finished work on the cross we apedint into a place where we have a
confident expectation of good things every momémvery day! Instead of thinking,
“What can possibly go wrong next?” Bible Hope isomstant confident expectation of
good things happening in our lives! Christianssarpposed to live in a confident
expectation of good things! We should all expekhow that something good is going to
happen to me today!

Notice Eph 2:10, “Fowe are hisworkmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should watkem” (Eph 2:10). Paul noted
that, ‘we are hisworkmanship;” this means that (I am not/you are not) a selfiena
individual; instead, we are what He is making ofrugesus Christ! Notice how the
passage continues “created in Christ Jesis good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.” Notice Araplified translation “recreated in
Christ Jesus, [born anewjat we may do those good works which God predestined
(planned beforehand) for us [taking paths whichpkepared ahead of time], that we
should walk in them” (Eph 2:10 AMP). This meanattive have been predestined
(planned beforehand unto good works!” No, we are not supposed to live like deuvil,
we were born agairuhto good works.” Note we were not bdog good works; rather,
unto good works! We have been predestined so thatweyo do the good works that
God created for us from the beginning of the workH we perform those good works, we
must confess that the works are not our own; rathey are His works!

When we look naturally at works from the outsidere is no difference between dead
works and good works! The only difference betwdead works and good works is the
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intention of the heart! If we do a work becauselowe God, then it is a good work! Not
that we get more access to God; not that our weogkhrowning point toward heaven;
instead, we love God; therefore, we do the work Hrehas placed inside of us!

Notice what John wrote, “He that believeth on tlba 8f God hath the witness in himself:
... 11 And this is the record, that God hath git®useternal life, and this life Zoe lifg

is in his Son” (1 John 5:10-11). This means thatdame life that sustains God Himself
lives in me, Hethat hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not
life” (1 John 5:12). John continued, “These thihgse | written unto you that believe on
the name of the Son of Gatthat ye may know that ye have eternal life” (1 John 5:13).
Finally, John concluded with certainty, “Alis is the confidence that we havein him,

that, if we ask any thing according to his will, ingareth us” (1 John 5:14). John wrote
these things so that we could know with absoluttacsy!

Living in certainty is the opposite of living in balief. We learned earlier that the root of
all sin is unbelief, “fowhatsoever isnot of faith issin” (Rom 14:23). For example,
Christians regularly pray, “God bless us!” Howewee have already been blessed! So
why are asking to be blessed? Notice what the wayd, Who hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Chrig&ply 1:3). Did you notice thgast tense

in that passage? What we should be doing is mérahking Him for what He has
already done for us! This brings us back toptuger perspective of the “righbw
Gospel!”

In order to reach the ultimate outcondegtiny that God has planned for us, we must live
with the constant continual expectation of goodgd®aying in our lives! The key to Bible
hope is understanding the mystery of the Gospaul Wrote, “Now to him that is of

power to stablish you accordingrty gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according
to the revelation of theystery, which was kept secret since the world began” (Rom

16:25). In this passage, Paul specifically usedabrds, ty gospel!” Paul wanted us
specifically to focus upon hiGospel! Paul continued in that verse “and thegneng of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation ofntiyatery (GK: musterion which actually
means a secret in the past that is now revealed!like a widespread passwoydPaul
elsewhere referred to this mystery, “But we spéakwisdom of God in mystery, even

the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before thddwanto our glory: 8 Which none of
the princesdemon spiritsof this world knew: for had they known it, theypuld not have
crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Cor 2:7-8). Theipbis that God concealed this secret
(mystery) so that nobodynt even the angéglsould have possibly known about it!

No person can truly walk and live in a consistaifdence of good things until he knows
understands and believes in the mystery of theedbdp fact, that would be impossible!
The world cannot partake of what God has providelbag as the mystery remains a
secret unknown to them! Paul wrote of himself, ttyme,who am less than the least of

all saints, is this grace given, that | should preach ambegGentiles” (Eph 3:8). In this
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passage Paul explains that none of us need tonbetlsimg special in order to advance the
Kingdom of God; all we need is to understand thatery! When we understand this
mystery it has the power to transform our lives trelives of the people around us!
Paul continued, “that | should preach among thet{&srtheunsearchable (boundless,
fabulous, marveloygichesof Christ.” There are amazing riches in Christ; and, we
believers are never too insignificant to take thedees to the world,tb make all men see
what is the fellowship of the mystery” (Eph 3:9). Verse 10 reveals God’s whole intent,
“To the intent that now unto the principalities gmmivers in heavenly placeasngeld
might be known by the churchg!) the manifold wisdom of God” (Eph 3:10). God want
his manifold wisdom revealed to the spirit rulensl @authoritiesgngelic beingsthrough
the agency of His church!

Any person who knowsugderstands and belieyethe mystery of the Gospel is
recognized as soon as they walk into any speafimtand begin to proclaim the mystery
of Paul's Gospel! When this takes place in theeirad, every wicked spiritig the
supernatural recognizes and must respond to that Gospel! Byloe wicked spirits
responding to the Gospel, verse twelve of Epheglaes teaches that, “we havadness
and access with confidence by the faith of him.” That versenfirms to us that we are
welcome into God'’s presence anytime that we chod$és means there is never a time
when we are not welcome into His presence!

Paul clearly associates “his” Gospel with whatdentifies as a mystery! However,
whenever a secret has been shared, then it imgel@ secret! Since Paul’s secret has
been identified, we are going to share that sedd#viously, we must understand and
believe the mystery of God!

So what is the mystery? Paul writes that God hgengne Paul) the responsibility of
proclaiming the mystery of the Gospel, “Even thygstery which hath been hid from ages
and from generations, bobw is made manifest to hissaints’ (Col 1:26). The church is
supposed to know the mystery! We should be askihgw is it possible that Paul’s
mystery still remains obscure?” How many of younddike to know Paul’s secret
(musterion? It is described in the very next verse of Csilss; “God would make
known what is the riches of the glorytbis mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory” (Col 1:27). The mystery is the simple conceghfist in you,
the hope of glory!” We should be crying out, “Thank you God! | knoe great secret!”
But what doesChrist in you, the hope of glory” actually mean? Along with the
knowledge, we need a revelation of exactly what sketement means!

The answer is incredibly awesome; “Christ in me’amethat | am forever inseparable
from Jesus! | cannot be separated from JesustCesis in me and | am in Him. What
does this mean? It means that God the Father tdistimguish the difference between us
individually and the Lord Jesus Christ! This ftimeans that you and | are completely
inseparable from God! Jesus prayed, “Holy Fatkesp through thine own name those
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whom thou hast given mthat they may be one, aswe are (one” (John 17:11); His
prayer continues a few verses later, “the gloryolhihou gavest me | have given them;
that they may be one, even aswe are one” (John 17:22). Now think about Jesus’ prayer;
do you think that there is any way that God wouldtl ilave answered His prayer?

Do any of you believe that Jesus is the Son of Glsdthere anybody here who will
confirm this truth? Notice what John says abbasé who will admit to this simple fact,
“Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of G&ahd dwelleth in him, and hein

God’ (1 John 4:15). This means that we are suppasédve the absolute assurance and
confidence that God dwells in us; He dwells inrughe same way that He dwelt in Jesus!

The Scripture declares thagsheis, so arewein thisworld” (1 John 4:17). The
guestion is, “How is Jesus?” Is he sick? “as heasare we in this world.” Is He poor?
“as he is, so are we in this world.” Is God angith Jesus? We know the answer!

Indeed, God can never get angry with you because Het angry with Jesus! God will
never be disappointed with us because we are irdgpgrom Jesus, “as he is, so are we
in this world!” We are the recipients of the wdhat Jesus completed upon the cross; it is
never about us! Can you really get a hold of thigPay God that you can; indeed, you
must! We all must get to the point where we unideis that Jesus is a human who is
seated at the right hand of God! He chose forevbe identified with us! He chose to
become a human being so that we could be ideniifiénm! The angels cannot entirely
understand this concept! That is why they askt‘tBwhich of the angels said he at any
time, Sit on my right hand, until | make thine enentlesfootstool?” (Heb 1:13).

Consider the following: Suppose you were compyetamiliar with my jacket, and you
recognized my arm as | opened the door. Suppotefuhat as | began to enter through
the doorway that someone outside of the house heddo me. Therefore, | did not
completely enter into the house; instead, | renthmgside and talked to the person,
while | held open the door. Nevertheless, yourtyeg@cognized my jacket and you were
certain that it was me who was about to entertimohouse. At this point, would you
announce to everyone “here comes Larry’s arm;’r @ilethat is literally all of me that
you had observed. No! You would say here comesyLdn the same way, when | walk
into a room, because Christ is in me, the demonsotisay here comes the little toe of
Jesus Christ! Paul wroteyg, being manyare one body in Christ” (Rom 12:5);

therefore, since | am part of the body of Christi inseparable form Jesus! This is true
of all of us; however, we must believe it!

This means that when | walk into any situationuddsas just walked into that situation!
Jesus actually believed that He was God! He diktedt! He spoke like it! He believed
it! When you and | believe the mystery of the Gaspe will begin to act and speak and
believe the same things that He believed! We aeevath the Lord! That is why “Christ
in us’ is so powerful, “all the promises of Gadl him are yea, anth him Amen!” (2 Cor
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1:20); indeed, “if we be dead with hinve shall also live with him” (2 Tim 2:11)! In this
passage, Paul is referencing the great mysteryl d@atinues in this same passage, “if we
deny him, he also will deny us: If we believe nat he abideth faithful: he cannot deny
himself’ (2 Tim 2:12-13). Don’t you just love theay that Paul wrote? Now, if we are
always in Him, what could that last passage pogsitdan? Could it mean that if we were
to ever deny Jesus, He would turn around and dsRyidn’t He say, “I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee?” (Heb 13:5). This seekesdicontradiction. What could be
going on here? Obviously we need to clarify oulenstanding!

We must begin by reviewing again the concept caonogrthe proper understanding of the
Greek word “deny.” To deny literally means “to s&yt” or “to contradict.” With that
more full-bodied understanding of the word, subgtithe word “contradict” in place of
the word “deny,” “if we ¢ontradic) deny him he also willdontradic) deny us!” Jesus
must not agree with us when we contradict Him; otise, He would be contradicting
himself! If we say, “I am sick,” he must contraidits and say, “Not true, by my stripes
you have been healed;” because, “he cargwit(adic) deny himself!”

Do you get the point? Jesus must contradict usiweecontradict His wordHim),
because He cannot contradict himself! He camedardo position us in Hiln Paul
writes, “study to show yourself approved of Godvakman that needeth not be
ashamed.” We always thought that this means teathwuld study so we could prove to
God our desire to know His word! Here again, trease does not have that connotation!
Who needs to be shown? Paul wrote, “stiodshow yourself approved of God.” The
point is that we need to study to show ourselviEsat verse is saying that we need to
study (ake the word of God for the purpose of showingiyself that | am accepted in
God that | am loved by God that | am perfect ini€thrWhen | do this properly, | am
rightly dividing the word of truth)! Any other purpose of reading God’s word is not
rightly dividing the word of truth! This truth cant be perceived by human intellect; only
those of faith can really understand it!

When | go into the word of God and spend time Witk word, the ultimate outcome
needs to be that | am approved of God, that | aled@f God, that he loves me just the
way that | am! I am in Him and He is in me. | lkrou are beginning to appreciate
exactly who you are in ChriatIf you do, then you will realize that you do meied to
become someone else; you simply become “His workinpli We are each a product
of His finished work upon the cross!
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