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Foundational Faith

' IWHH Jesus said, “can ye, being evil, speak gho)$?
forout of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh ”
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The New Testament reveals that believers are iprbeess of
perfecting their faith, “that we might see yourdaandmight

perfect that which islacking in your faith” (1 Thess 3:10). By
those words Paul expressed that it certainly isiptessfor Christians
to experience a ladk the area of faith! Jude added that we
ourselves are part of the building process of aithf “Butye,
beloved puilding up yourselves on yourmost holy faith” (Jude 20).
Notice also that Jude characterizes our faitmasst'holy.” But
how can we build-up our faith? After all doesiiétBible say that
Jesus is,the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb 12:2). So how
exactly are we Christians supposed to build ouesehp in faith?

Jude identified a critical need in his very shettdr concerning why he
was writing to Christians, “it waseedful for me to write unto you, and
exhort you thatye should earnestly contend for the faith” (Jude 3).
Jude realized by the Holy Spirit that Christiansulgdoexperience lack in
their belief system and that they would needdmtend for the faith!”
The Apostle John added even more important infaonatbout faith.
He explained that our faith is the absolute soofaaur victory, “this is
the victory that overcometh the worken our faith” (1 John 5:4),

Jesus Himself explained the importance of a préperdation, “he that
heareth, and doeth not, is like a man thisthout a foundation built an house
upon the earth” (Luke 6:49). All of the New Testament authorspdrasized
the importance of Jesus as our primary foundatteor, otherfoundation can
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus ChfisCor 3:11). Therefore, as
we build our faith upon the foundation of the Mabsive need to realize that
our personal faith is the entity that attachesout¢ foundation of the Lord;
(see bolt sticking out of cement as pictured inaupght corner of pagejurther,

we ourselves are accountable for the developm
of our own faith.

t
Ouir faith is a foundation buil
upon Jesus.

In point of fact, the Apostle Peter actually idéetl _
faith as the basic element in our system of belief§ ~J€SUS- the ‘Sure Foundation”
“And beside this, giving all diligengedd to your Iay in Zion for a foundation, a

faith” (2 Peter 1:5). Now let's stop just a second | Stone, a tried stone, a precious corner
- stone, esurefoundation” (Isa 28:16
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here; we need to realize that Peter commandeadvihéadd to your faith!” The
point is that one can only add to something thatzaly exists! If you don't first
possess an object you cannot add to it! You wousdty, “| am going to build an
addition to my house” unless of course you alrgaasessed a house in the first
place! By definition, addition requires the prest&hce of some basic object.
According to Jesus, before a wise builder buildshmuse he first must lay the
proper foundation, “Whosoever cometh to me, anddieany sayings, and doeth
them, | will shew you to whom he is like: 48 Hdike a man which built an house,
and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a r{lckke 6:47-48). Therefore
according to the Lord, the foundation is the mogtartant and basic element of any
type of construction. Now let's consider what Pa&tay have meant when he
taught that we shouldatid to your faith!”

If faith is truly the foundation of our belief sgsh which is built upon Jesus, then we better
be certain that we are securely attached to thediation. Notice what David wrote about
foundations, I'f the foundations be
destroyed, what can the righteous do?”
(Ps 11:2-3). In so writing, David warned “} —
that the enemy’s desire is to destroy us b JE ) E /T\ -
detaching us from our very foundations! / MR o |
According to the New Testament our faith £ [ K
is the entity upon which the enemy focuse- ¢ i
his attacks, Above all, takingthe shield of =
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quencims
all the fiery darts of the wicked” (Eph —— I—
6:16). Where do you think that the enem: = :

3 ﬁ wants to _-J"ﬁ - %

&9 attack

- Christians? The enemy always focuses his attadke a
L point where we are attached to our foundation, iwvfsc
- -E.Tf;'?m'mﬂ the faith of Jesus!

We need to realize that our faith is not any défer
from the faith of the apostles. Peter wrotetftem
(meaning us)hat have obtained like (meaning the
same)precious faith with us through the righteousness
| of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:1).

- There is no difference in our faith and the faithttthe
apostles had. The Apostle James claims that wedire
. in faith, “Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath natG
chosen the poor of this wortdch in faith, and heirs of
the kingdom which he hath promised to them thag¢ lov
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him” (James 2:5). Nevertheless, sometimes we tdeeb“rich in faith!” We sometimes
wonder, “Who were those people that were so ‘nicfaith?” What must they have been
like?”

In this Bible Study we are going to take a look@atOld Testament individual who was
clearly “rich in faith.” She is listed in the faichapter as one of those wrtbrbugh faith
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtaimradipes, stopped the mouths of lions,
34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the etitiee sword, out of weakness were
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned tottighe armies of the aliens. %omen
received their dead raised to lifeagain” (Heb 11:33-35). Even though we do not know her
name, her story can certainly teach us many woadegsons concerning the great faith
that she exercised! Our woman of faith is actutléylast individual mentioned in that
previous list of Biblical heroes and heroines.

There was a certain woman from Shunem which wasadl sillage just off of the road
between Mount Carméhear the Mediterranean seahd the city of Jezreel; the prophet
Elisha regularly traveled that specific road siheespent a great deal of time on Mount
Carmel. In the Shunem village there was a God#fgarouple barren and without
children. It is clear from the story that they liave regularly demonstrated hospitality
toward strangers. In the course of time they canmiaow Elisha the prophet; the woman
regularly invited him to eat in their home. In tirslee even asked her husband to build an
upper room on top of their A

# SCana -“'#'“.1'.11 ST

house so that the man of
God could use the extra Mtcamer | T TIbEREy  ippasi oApie
room for lodging whenever T Sénmpacine 'L"hl‘h“h”tllmm-thfv
he passed through their SEENS  snimmons . Nasdoetl
village. Elisha received i m-‘.;. AT, Daberagh |
their offer and regularly e - o e JGadirs
stayed with them. _
One day Elisha felt i e LT A s Lowdeha?

win Harod 1 R

especially gracious
concerning this couple. He was moved by the Sgirdod and naturally wanted to know
if he could somehow perform a kindness to this wonshe replied, “I dwell among mine
own people” (2 Kings 4:13). In essence she cordéyehe prophet, “all of my needs are
met. | have need of nothing.”

The Spirit of God was unwilling to let this issugcape from the heart of Elisha who asked
his servant, “What then is to be done for herXif&ys 4:14). The servant gave Elisha a
discerning answer. He told Elisha that it wasarot material thing that the woman could
possibly desire; instead, she and her husbandwidreut any children. The servant
naturally understood that barrenness was a repnaatchthat woman in her society. The
whole concept of having children was to perpettiaég@ seed and thereby pass down the
inheritance that the family obtained from the hah&od.
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Not long thereafter, Elisha told the woman, “Abthis season, according to the time of
life, thou shalt embrace a son” (2 Kings 4:16)créuulously the woman said, “Nay, my
lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine hanathé Kings 4:16). In other words,
“Don’t play with my emotions on such a sensitivéjsat!” A son was obviously the exact
thing that this woman had most desired all the ddyser life. For the prophet to get her
hopes up on such an important matter and then tbied would be more than she could
bear. Nonetheless, the woman became pregnanthamext year about that same time
she gave birth to a son, exactly as Elisha hadhasipd!

The miracle child naturally grew to become a ddlighhis parents. One sunny morning the
young boy went out into the fields to be with hasiier who was gathering in the harvest.
The heat somehow adversely affected the child sothe form of a heat stroke and the boy
complained to his father of a severe headachefather was concerned and instructed a
servant to carry the boy home to his mother. Thiel ¢dy in her lap until noon when he
died! She took the dead boy in her arms up thesstatio the room that her husband had
built for Elisha. She laid the little corpse o thed of the man of God; she shut the door
and immediately departed.

The woman ran and told her husband that she neeededkey and a servant to drive her to
find the man of God on Mount Carmel which was aliftgen or twenty miles away. Her
husband asked why she was going to see the maad$iBce it was not a New Moon or a
Sabbath. The woman in essence replied, “It sleal/éll. (shalom) (2 Kings 4:23). At the
minimum her reply was certainly an inaccurate amgao@er husband’s question.

A few hours later as Elisha looked out on the ribed led up to Mount Carmel, he could
see the familiar cart of the Shunemite woman aserzant. He knew that something was
obviously wrong because the woman’s presence omtht was unusual. Therefore,
Elisha sent his servant to met her and ask, “Is it
well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is ;f:‘j
well with the child? And she answered, “Itis
well. (shalom] (2 Kings 4:26). Now remembei 2
this is a minimum of two to three hours after & ¥ BN
her son died in her very lap and we find the ™ [ &
woman telling Elisha’s servant, “Itis well"”  Fra ;
This is yet another instance where our womar' | = |
of faith spoke out something that was not =
entirely precise.

As soon as she met Elisha, she fell at his feet |
and took hold of him. Elisha’s servant thought
that her emotional behavior was inappropriate
so he stepped in to scold her and to pull her
away from the prophet. But Elisha cried out,
“Let her alone; for her soul is vexed within hel
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andthe LORD hath hid it from me, and hath not told me” (2 Kings 4:27). The woman
cried out to Elisha, “Did | desire a son of my I@rdid | not say, Do not deceive me?” (2
Kings 4:28). Elijah remembered what she had laygtald the prophet when he first
prophesied to her that she would have a son. Watmemember that her inner thoughts
were, “Don’t play with my emotions especially conuag such a sensitive subject!”

Surely by this point the Lord must have revealeBlisha what had happened to the child.
Now observe Elisha’s words to Gehazi, “Gird up liips, and take my staff in thine hand,
and go thy way: if thou meet any man, salute him awd if any salute thee, answer him
not again: and lay my staff upon the face of th&lcBO And the mother of the child said,
As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, | wilbt leave thee. And he arose, and
followed her” (2 Kings 4:29-30). Ultimately, Eliahraised the child back to life. You
should note that Elisha never once mentioned ta¢éhd# the child. We will soon come
back and discover why.

Did you notice throughout this entire episode thatwoman never once told anybody that
her son had diédLet’s notice specifically every one of her statnts after the death of
her son:
* To her husband she replied, “It shall be wighalom} (2 Kings 4:23)
* To Elisha’s servant Gehazi she said, “It is wghalom) (2 Kings 4:26)
« Even to Elisha she said, “Did | desire a son oflangt? did | not say, Do not
deceive me?” (2 Kings 4:28).

The woman certainly understood that her son wasa&cualous gift from heaven; further,
she had faith that if the Lord had given her sugioaderful gift in the first place the
Giver-of-Life would surely not have taken away tphegcious giftt Our woman of faith
believed so strongly in God'’s gift from the propk®t she would not even allow her
words to agree that her gift was no more! Inswelsteadfastly continued to reply,
“Shalom!” (In other words, ‘All is well! In my lifdhere is complete peace! There is
nothing missing and nothing broken!” If you wolike to learn more about “Shalom” you
can obtain a copy of the Rivkah Ministries Bibledytentitled, “Empowered to Prosper”
http://www.rivkah.org/PDFs/031023.pdf You may obtain a copy of that study from
Http://www.Rivkah.org) The prophet certainly understood the power ofsgheken word
and for that very reason he would not speak obthes death either! Further, he
instructed his servant not to spdakanyone along the path. He told him, “go thywh
thou meet any maalute him not; and if any salute theanswer him not again” (2 Kings
4:29).

What we discover is that the woman'’s faith was kpegd Remember that the faith chapter
says that through faith” these individuals accomplished marvelous things, &Women
received their dead raised to lifeagain” (Heb 11:33-35). The words that the woman of
faith chose to use were actually outward expressiodmer inward faith! In another place
Paul teaches, “the righteousness which imidh speaketh” (Rom 10:6). Paul also wrote

“1 believed, and therefore have | spoken; we alsobelieve, and therefore speak” (2 Cor
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4:13). Paul was referencing in that specific pgesahat he had earlier revealed to the
Romans, “if thou shaltonfess with thy mouth the Lord Jesugnd shalt believein thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou sfeaftaved” (Rom 10:9). The clear
message that we can dig out of the Scripture isféith speaks! Jesus’ words on this very
subject are, But shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to paskg shall
have whatsoever he saith” (Mark 11:23). The woman’s words of faith werengly,
“Shalom? or “All is well!”

From this story we should learn that just like 8feinemite woman we cannot let our
mouth speak out concerning any negative circumstati@at our natural eyes observe;
instead, we must speak out the faith which is laneur heart from God’s word! This is
exactly the spiritual strategy that the Shunemivenan employed; the resulting fruit from
the woman'’s faith was that she received her sok tmalife. She spoke out her faith, “That
thecommunication (speakingpf thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of
every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesughifem 6)! In so doing, she became an
example of the passage, “The words of a man's naretas deep waters, and the
wellspring of wisdom as a flowing brook” (Prov 18:4

Jesus taught that facts must give way to the tfthly,word is truth” (John 17:17), and not
the other way around! In other words truth canemdse changed by contrary facts! If
God’s word is truth then we must believe what wadrand not what our eyes see, “For we
walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7). Chrigtigmust learn to trust in the word of God,
“God is not a man, that he should lie” (Num 23:18)is not so much that God has chosen
never to lie; as the scriptures agree, “God, thahot lie” (Titus 1:2); instead, God cannot
lie because whatever He says comes to pass, “8arshaord be that goeth forth out of
my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, bighall accomplish that which | please,

and it shall prosper in the thing whereto | sent it” (Isa 55:11). God’s word is certain and
as the scripture says, “For ever, O LORMDY, word is settled in heaven” (Ps 119:89).

When God speaks, things happen, “And God saidthegebe light: andthere was light”
(Gen 1:3). Now remember that God promised this amithrough His prophet that she
would have a son, “About this season, accordirthedime of life,thou shalt embrace a

son” (2 Kings 4:16).

The Shunemite woman held tightly to that promisefiGod! This is the secret to the
power behind the woman, “Whhbrough faith” (Heb 11:33) received her, “dead raised to
life again” (Heb 11:35). By faith she trusted e tpromise that originated with God! In
spite of negative facts to the contrary, she wawtdallow herself to come to the point
where she admitted that she did not have a son& r&sult, the prophet saw her faith when
she said, Asthe LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, | will not leave thee. (It is important
for us to realize here that these specific wordmémd_the exact phraghat Elisha had

earlier spoken to Elijah on three different occasidhe day that Elijah was taken into
heaven! The woman essentially meant that she wmydr stop believing in the words of
the prophet that originated from GodAnd he arose, and followed her” (2 Kings 4:29-30).
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This woman'’s faith is a living example of the Stune, ‘Death and life arein the power
of thetongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thefg@frov 18:21).

Just like the prophet saw the woman'’s faith, sodimofaith is also visible to Jesus.' Luke
records, “wherhe saw their faith” (Luke 5:20). Mark points out the events of th@ne
event “they let down the bed wherein the sick efpalsy lay. 3¥hen Jesus saw their
faith” (Mark 2:4-5). The point is that visible faith mes Jesus! God is pleased by faith!
Notice the scripture says this very thingjithout faith it is impossible to please him”

(Heb 11:6). On the contrary, with faithcertainly is possible to please God

Everything changes after faith is really birthedigi Notice what Paul saysfter that

faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster” (Gal 3:2%ere was a time before
that faith came, “Bubefore faith came, we were kept under the laghut up unto the

faith which should afterwards be revealed” (Gal 3:Z3)om those two passages we
should realize that everything in life is part wbtdistinct worlds: &fter that faith is

come” and ‘before faith came!” We must essentially transform our mind to stepcting

to the outward world according to the rules oéfbre faith came;” instead, we must react
to the situations that come up in our life accogdio the rules oféfter that faith is come!”

In Christ we are a new creation!

In essence, faith is the visible matter-of-fact ifestation of your confidence in God and
in His Word! With confidence in God’s word we wile emboldened to advance by faith,
“For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of I$rae. in confidence shall be your
strength” (Isa 30:15). God wants Christians to be conftderHis promises in the Bible,
“For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken!”

(Prov 3:26). God wants us to dwell from day to dathe confidence that He is everything
that we will ever need, “And they shall dwell sgféierein, and shall build houses, and
plant vineyardsyea, they shall dwell with confidence” (Ezek 28:26). When we exist in
this kind of living, new meaning comes out of thenfliar passage, “Now faith is the
substancéconfidence)f things hoped for, the evidence of things neinsé€Heb 11:1).

Many Scriptures literally jump off the page when eznprehend God’s role in our daily
living, “Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.
Forye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of Ggd,might receive the
promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall comdl wome, and will not tarry. Now
thejust shall live by faith” (Heb 10:35-39). In that second world Christidime by faith!

This means that they have confidence in every wbf@od!

Do you have confidence in the word of God? Homeslth you have confidence; if you do
then like the Shunemite woman, you will certaingilling to make a practical
demonstration or expression of your faith, “Forwadk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7).
Confidence is the missing substance to our fakilave you ever said something in faith
and those around you looked at you like you arelabely crazy! We should not be afraid
of others looking at us as if we were nuts. Theke are living without God in their lives
are the ones who truly are to be pitied! Instealshould be turning the tables and telling
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someone who is distraught over a bad report, “Dgort know that He came to give you
life and give it more abundantly? You need tottinslesus who died to give you
salvation, delivery, healing, prosperity, and evettyer promise that can be found in the
pages of the Bible!”

We cannot operate in faith unless we elevate onfidence, “Cast not away therefore your
confidence, which hath great recompence of reward” (Heb 10:36you honestly and
confidently believe that God will give you what Has promised in His Word then your
faith will exhibit a practical demonstration of tHzelief. What is a practical demonstration
or expression of your faith? Notice Abram’s parta expression of faith, “Now the

LORD had said unto Abranget thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father's houseinto a land that | will shew thee: 2 And | will make of thee a great
nation, and | will bless thee, and make thy naneaigrand thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And |
will bless them that bless thee, and curse himdhegeth thee: and in thee shall all families
of the earth be blessedSé Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him” (Gen
12:1-4). Abraham did not begin to reason withim$elf, “Maybe that really wasn't the
voice of God. | better wait for a confirmationWe need to see nothing but what the
LORD has spoken! We simply must do what the LORM@I!s Has the LORD spoken to
you? If so, that is all that you need!

Like Abraham, we must be willing to step out orttfhiAbraham did not know where he
was going. The Scripture says, “unto a land thdtlishew thee!” We must realize that,
“will shew,” was clearly a future tense expression in the ebAbraham! Neither will
God show us where we are going until we first modraham did not see a thing yet he
moved! God first required Abraham to step outaithf God will not show us everything
from the outset when He begins to speak to us; ed®m we step out on faith! If we
know everything then we might begin to trust in oun understanding. When God first
begins to work with us in the area of faith he doesshow us everything that lies ahead!
If we were to see all that lies ahead, we probaldyld not even take the first stepTrust
in the LORD with all thine heart; antkan not unto thine own understanding. 6 In all thy
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy pgatPov 3:5-6).

Once we begin to really step out on faith that st one-way road; and, we can never
turn back. We must determine to continue, “lfcgatinue in the faith grounded and
settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gb¢@el 1:23). To continue in
faith is to be, “Rooted and built up in higas a sure foundatiorgndstablished in the
faith” (Col 2:5-7)! This amounts to the “good fightfaith” (1 Tim 6:12)! Do you really
walk by faith? We all need td=kamine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith” (2 Cor
13:5). T o

A firm foundation stands; so too, we need to “sta
fastin thefaith” (1 Cor 16:13); “forby faith ye
stand” (2 Cor 1:24). Standing in faith is not some
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Foundational Faith

| IWHH Jesus said, “can ye, being evil, speak gbivg)$?
. e P forout of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh ”
i Mﬁ # (Matt 12:34)
n'i-_lla »u‘csrﬁrr'r Sed w3 r,"_“-'""'—-)

to expect God to perform the miraculous in ourdivgour faith should not stand in the
wisdom of men, buin the power of God” (1 Cor 2:5).

But how is it possible that we can build-up outhH@i How exactly are we Christians
supposed to build ourselves up in faith? Of cqurse faith originates with Jesughe
author and finisher of our faith” (Heb 12:2). Nevertheless, we are coworkers with
Almighty. The Scripture describes us as, “We tlastworkers together with him” (2 Cor
6:1). We cannot just idly sit by and expect thed_t finish the house of our faith;
instead, we are to exercise faith as we work wighltord to perfect our faith! Paul noted
that we must be personally involved in the proadsteveloping our faith, “We give
thanks to God always for you all, making mentioryad in our prayers; 3 Remembering
without ceasingiour work of faith” (1 Thess 1:2-3).

We have observed faith from a perspective thatrgay not have previously considered,
“So thenfaith cometh by hearing, and hearindpy the word of God” (Rom 10:17). Don’t

let the devil steal the word of faith that has beewn into your heart. You are responsible
to prove the word of God whether or not it says Wthis study has claimedPfove all
things;hold fast that which isgood” (1 Thess 5:21).
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