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Lessons - John The Baptist

P S - “And from the days of John the Baptist until nitve kingdom of heaven
S ﬁw suffereth violence, andthe violent take it by force” (Matt 11:12)
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During our last Bible Study we studied John thet&ap We
discovered that he became offended at the Messiedwise of the
Lord’s manifestation of the Kingdom of God! If ytxave not yet
read that study you will find thieivkah Ministries, Bible Study
entitled, ‘Offense,” http://mww.rivkah.oro/PDFs/031002.pdf ON the Internet.
Please access the address//www.Rivkah.org.

In that Bible Study we learned that John held tigta the widespread
prophetic expectations of his time. John fully eaded those prophetic
beliefs based upon what he and others understauzkoung the
Messiah. Their eschatologid@rophetic)beliefs were not unfounded,;
their beliefs came directly out of the Old Testamaie will look at
several of those specific passages a little |af¢hat we really learned
from the last Bible Study was that John’s expeatatiof the Messiah
and Jesus’ actual manifestation of the Kingdom ofl @ere clearly two
unrelated things!

The point is that there can be great danger in @tedrtedly embracing any
preconceived notions concerning prophetic everdslaa Messiah. Our
Christian community of the early 2Century, like the Jewish society of the
time of John the Baptist, needs to be cautious tadnoyipreconceived notions.

We can learn a great deal about prophetic belibewwe consider how Jesus
answered a question specifically regarding prophtuy disciples asked him,
saying, Why then say the scribes that E{lEgah the Prophet)nust first come? 11
And Jesus answered and said unto tHemas truly shall first come, and restore all
things. (This first portion of Jesus’ answer was specificalaced in the future
tense; therefore Jesus essentially prophesiedalfature “Elijah to come” would
come and restore all things. The implication siigaifit to our understanding is that
another “Elijah to come,” will appear just prior tdesus’ 2 coming.)12 But | say
unto you, That Elias is come already” (Matt 17:20)-{This second portion of
Jesus’ answer discarded the future and insteadsiedwn their recent past;
specifically Jesus focused upon the person of fodBaptist. Therefore, if John
came in “the spirit of Elijah,” then the future “B&h to come” can likewise be a
person or people who operate in the same “spiriElggah.”

We discovered that John began to entertain dolmistavhether or not Jesus was indeed
the Messiah! Why did John begin to entertain stobng doubts? His skepticism
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concerning the ministry of Jesus was clearly roatdas preconceived Jewish messianic
expectations. That Jewish society had a wholergiffieunderstanding of the messianic
mission. John, along with most others during geatod anticipated the coming of a
deliverer in much the same mold as Moses. No leaggcted the Messiah to be like what
Jesus turned out to be. They fully expected thénéer one to be a powerful leader like
Moses or King David. Instead, they got a humldaching, ministering servant.

The people of that time probably most expectedtti@iMessiah would break the cruel
yoke of foreign oppression. Rome and her puppatfief state had placed unbearable
burdens upon the Jewish people. Notice Jesugmstatt reflecting the common practice
of Roman soldiers recruiting people to carry theilongings for short distances,
“whosoevershall compel theeto go a mile, go with him twain” (Matt 5:41). Practically
everyone from that Hebrew society expected thaMbssiah would bring freedom from
the oppressive political environment that they eigmeed with Rome. John the Baptist
anticipated such a messianic figure. The peopieHat Israel had been so corrupted by
Rome’s political oversight that total reform wase thnly solution. They believed that only
supernatural intervention directly from God coubdve their problems. The Hebrew
prophets predicted that the Messiah would fostgeat revival along with great social,
political, and economic reforms. We must undedtat the Jewish people naturally
tended toward prophetic revelation; after all, theg earlier experienced the leadership of
Moses. These people expected total transformatiohn the Baptist expected the “end
times” to come suddenly with the appearance ofd¢bening one” who like Moses would
be fit for the task, “There cometh omgghtier than | after me” (Mark 1:7). John
explained that this “coming one,” possesses a graaitssion than his own. John
understood that he was merely the forerunner whadvwmake the announcement of “the
coming one.” He understood that his job was to grephe way for “the coming one.”
According to the Jewish perspective a person’sshegresent their authority, “the latchet
of whose shoes| am not worthy to stoop down and unloose” (Mark 1:7). John baptized
the people unto repentance, “l indeed have baptieadvith water: buhe shall baptize

you with the Holy Ghost” (Mark 1:8).

We find through three different gospel passageslbsus’ messiahship came into
guestion: (1) Caiaphas asked Jeshst thou the Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If
| tell you, ye will not believe” (Luke 22:67); (Jesus asked Peter, “Bubhom say ye that

I am?” (Lk. 9:20); and finally we come across the thirdident where John the Baptist
sent his disciples to ask of Jesustt'thou he that should come, or do we look for

another?” (Matt 11:3). That same question reverberatesrdtmaour very day!

From these three examples alone we can conclutiédkas clearly was not the Messiah
that the people had been expecting! The people l@eking for a military general type of
leader who could re-establish the political kingdoiniKing David. Instead, they got a
meek individual who focused His attention on teaghand healing. They truly could not
anticipate the servant of the Lord as describethbyProphet Isaiah, “he hath no form nor
comeliness; and when we shall see hhmteis no beauty (obvious leadership traitghat
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we should desire him. 3 He is despised and rejected of men; a maorodws, and
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were owefafrom him; he was despised, and we
esteemed him not. 4 Surely he hath borne ourggréefd carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflictédBut he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities.chastisement of our peace was upon
him” (Isa 53:2-5).

When we think about it we begin to realize thatnlahd the Jewish people were
essentially victims of their own theology. Johewed Jesus as, “the coming one;”
therefore, he probably expected the "coming onehaaifest in the same that Daniel had
envisioned. Daniel saw that the coming one wouédéive all authority and power.”
Daniel gives a vivid description, “I saw in the higsisions, and, behold, one like the Son
of man came with the clouds of heaven, and cantlgetédncient of days, and they brought
him near before him. 14 And there was given him ithaon, and glory, and a kingdom . . .”
(Dan 7:13-14). In his visions, Daniel saw an inigleiakeover!

Apparently, John developed serious skepticism aomeg Jesus and His mission while he
was imprisoned in the fortress of Machaerus. Phiabn fortress was about forty miles
form Jerusalem on the eastern bank of the Jordegr RIt happened to be not far from
where John had earlier been baptizing. John weletstood that his own fate hung in the
balance of such an unjust political/judicial systeHe must have longed to see Daniel’s
vision fulfilled, “I beheld, and the same hqiRome, in the eyes of Johmpde war with the
saints(Israel, in the eyes of Johahd prevailed against them; the Ancient of days
came, and judgment was given to the saints of th&t iHigh” (Dan 7:21-22)(If the

Ancient of Days and the Messiah were one and thne ggerson, John certainly expected
that judgment to take place very soon in his lifé@)nce most of the Hebrew prophets who
had looked for the “coming one” described similacumstances, everyone began to ask,
“Who is he?” “When will he appear?” John belietbdt the promised “coming one”
should immediately move ahead with that importaisision. Instead, John feared that his
time on this earth was getting very short. Jesuswed performing according to what John
expected. Like many others of his countrymen Joipeeted a different type of messiah to
show up! Jesus’ answer to John’s disciples wasmpatible with what John hoped to
hear. Obviously Jesus’ view of “the coming one” dotin’s expectations of the Messiah
were far from the same thing. We must begin tbzedhat John embraced a theology that
hindered him from participating in Jesus’ kingdoravement.

On the other hand, Jesus elevated and associdte® doinistry with the Prophet Elijah.
Jesus clearly referred to John the Baptist asrhyehet Elijah who was identified in the
Book of Malachi, Eliastruly shall first come, and restore all things” (Matt 17:11). Jesus
went on to reveal this one called “Eli@ijah,)” “12 But | say unto you, ThéEliasis

come already, and they knew him nofJohn the Baptist — see verse 13 “Then the dissiple
understoodhat he spake unto them of John the Baptist” (Matt 17:13)). After identifying
the “Eliljah” Jesus began to identify His own dagti“Likewise shall also the Son of man
suffer of them” (Matt 17:12).
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Both Elijah and the Messiah were a part of the paopiewish theology. Both of these
prophetic figures were well anticipated. The foee was supposed to be like Elijah who
would lead a noteworthy spiritual revival among fle®ple, “then went out to him
Jerusalem, andl Judaea, andall the region round about Jordan” (Matt 3:5). John’s
baptism unto repentance was a new concept andpaped the way for the coming of the
Messiah himself. Notice these two charactersenfdiowing passage:The breaker is
come up before them: they have broken up, and have passed througietiee and are gone
out by it:and their king shall pass before them, and the LORD on the head of them” (Mic
2:13). There are two different individuals: (1pr@aker; and (2) a king!

Jesus said dll the prophets and the law prophesied until John” (Matt 11:13¢sus

pointed out that the prophets envisioned a spamal well beyond their own days. Then
Jesus told them, “And if ye will receive thisis Elias, which was for to come”’ (Matt

11:14). Like the “breaker” identified by Micah,sies was essentially telling them that
from the time of John the Baptist until now, theaddom of heaven is “breaking forth,” and
if those that heard could understand it propedynifulfilled the role of “Elijah to come!”
He was the one who would prepare the way beforedhgng of the anointed one.
Baptism unto repentance was a whole new conceapatalewish society!

The prophet Malachi mentioned Elijah by name, “Bdhbwill send you Elijah the
prophetbefore the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD” (Mal 4:5). And

the Old Testament ends with the words, “And helgbat the heart of the fathers to the
children, and the heart of the children to theihéas, lest | come and smite the earth with a
curse” (Mal 4:6). So we find the prophet, Elijatripayed at the very close of the Old
Testament writings. But Jesus quoted the passageMalachi “Behold, | will sendny
messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and éh& whom ye seek, shall
suddenly come to this temple, even the messengbeaovenant” (Mal 3:1). Again, two
separate individuals appear in this passage: (I)negsenger and (2) the Lord who is the
messenger of the covenant. We will remember thatitwportant characters also emerge
from the reading of Micah 2:13The breaker is come up before them: they have broken
up, and have passed through the gate, and areogohg it: andheir king shall pass
before them, and the LORD on the head of them” (84ic8). Once again we observe the
motif of two who are coming: (1) the breaker wh@og the breach; and (2) their king.
These two personages were interpreted as refdaiigjah and the Messiah in popular
Jewish thought. It was clear to Jesus that thjalEto come would first open the breach.
Jesus knew that the passage from Micah says thee thho “broke through” with their
king (the Messiah,jvould follow the breaker.

In the midst of all of their suffering over Palestj the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip,
many of the Jewish people still have messianic f@wyen today. They expect that the one
true God will send the Messiah to help in theirdiof need. They still expect someone like
Moses. They hope for a deliver to come to Isramlesonly a miracle can save them from
the torments of terrorism. Moses was called tovdeduring his time; the religious Jesus
expect a Messianic deliverer once again!
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On the other hand, Jesus experienced the kingddraasen as a powerful force that was
manifest through Him and into this world. Essdhjaur Lord was energized from within
by God’s power, “If | do not the works of my Fathbelieve me not. 38 But if | do, though
ye believe not meyelieve the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father isin
me, and | in him” (John 10:37-38). Jesus claimed that the soufrétsopersonal power
came from the Father amdsided within! Jesus was constantly and wholeheartedly aware
of God'’s divine presence at work in His everydég, [fBut if | with the finger of God cast
out devils, no doulthe kingdom of God is come upon you," (Luke 11:20). Jesus
understood that His very presence caused manifassaif the Kingdom of God; He did
not have to observe a change in governments ir todeelieve that He represented the
Kingdom of God! Jesus’ ministry was clearly sufunal; He cast out demons,
ministered to the sick and taught His disciplesessage that focused on the Kingdom of
God.

One day Jesus hinted at those enigmatic mystesi@sected with the powerful reigning
force of the Kingdom of God. This happened dutitig discussion about John the Baptist,
“And from the days of John the Baptist until nowe kingdom of heavesuffereth

violence, andthe violent take it by force” (Matt 11:12). If you think about it, this passag

is rather difficult to grasp; at first glance yought think that the kingdom of heaven is
actually languishing under the brutal oppositiowviotent forces! The initial concept that
tumbles out of that passage is that the Kingdoiezven is somehow under attack!

In order to fully comprehend that passage we maist g clearer understanding of the
Kingdom of Heaven! How can the kingdom of heawveffies violence? Is heaven in some
kind of disarray? This does not make sense bgsed what we already know about God,
“God is not the author of confusion, but of peace” (1 Cor 14:33). That verse concerning
John the Baptist simply does not make any sense vdsl in the King James Version.

Ever since Jesus said those words, “the kingdohea¥ersuffereth violence, andthe

violent take it by force” (Matt 11:12) that passage has influenced the dvofIChristianity;
clearly, it has been imperfectly understood andtrobthe time it has been separated from
its original context. In most instances the pasdas been given one of two
interpretations. First it was thought to describfihat the kingdom was under attack by
the violent. Second, and perhaps even more unfateysome scholars have suggested that
Jesus advocated violence as a part of His kingdessage. However, this concept is
utterly ridiculous, “Then came they, and laid handslesus, and took him. 51 And,

behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretcudhis hand, and drew his sword, and
struck a servant of the high priest's, and smdthaisfear. 52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put
up again thy sword into his plader all they that take the sword shall perish with the

sword. 53 Thinkest thou that | cannot now pray to myheatand he shall presently give
me more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matt 26530, Jesus said, “Beholdsend you
forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: (Clearly Jesus sent forth His disciples on a peacef
mission!)be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmlatsvas” (Matt 10:16). Doesn't it
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seem a little confusing for the disciples to berahterized as “violent” on the one hand
and “peacemakers” on the other? In order to gadetstanding we need poessin!

What does the phraseuffereth violence” really mean? The Old English expressiothe
King James Authorized Version of the Bible leavesuith a lot to be desired. You may
recall from last week’s study that we observedsithrcy on the part of John the Baptist to
baptize Jesus, “John forbad him, saying, | havel ned®e baptized of thee, and comest
thou to me? 15 And Jesus answering said unto &urfifier it to be so now: for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Therstigered him” (Matt 3:14-15). In both of

the last few instances the word “suffer” can appedply be replaced with the word,
“allow.” Likewise, if we will at least insert theoncept of “allow” in the passage, “the
kingdom of heavesuffereth (allows)violence, andthe violent take it by force” (Matt

11:12), then the passage begins to take a newquigp

Those of you who know me pretty well understand tizen not generally a fan of the New
International Version (NIV) of the bible. Nevertess, | believe that the NIV best
translates Matt 11:12 as follows: “From the daysdin the Baptist until now, the
kingdom of heaven has befcefully advancing, andforceful men lay hold of it” (Matt
11:12) NIV. Probably the NIV has most properly tapd the meaning of the passage.
According to many scholars, the idea of the kingadrneaven forcefully advancing as
portrayed in the NIV is closest to the meaninghaf original Hebrew text. The only thing
that | would add to the NIV is the concept of “a&lid If you will allow Larry’s Amended
NIV, notice what happens as follows, “From the daf/3ohn the Baptist until now, the
kingdom of heaven hg%allowed” instead of “been”)forcefully advancing, andforceful
men lay hold of it” (Matt 11:12) NIV. With this pgpective the passage takes on a new
life.

Scripture records 54 occurrences of the phrasedtom of God” or “Kingdom of

Heaven.” Since the “kingdom” concept so domind&sus’ teachings our passage is
essential if we wish to obtain a complete undeditapn The Amplified Bible has an
interesting interpretation, “And from the days ohd the Baptist until the present time, the
kingdom of heaven hamdured violent assault, and violent men seize it by force [as a
precious prize — a share in the heavenly kingdosoigyht with most ardent zeal and
intense exertion]” (Matt 11:12) AMP. With the NB&& background, this Amplified
rendition begins to solve many of our previous tjoes.

Most Christians are left confused about even greéitdical issues than Matt 11:12. For
example, many believe that God needs to give ug pawer; our problem is not that we
are without the power of God operating in our liv&hristians are not experiencing a
shortage of power; instead, we are experienciragladf information! The scripture does
not say, “My people are destroyed for a lackaoiver;” rather, it says, “My people are
destroyed for lack dinowledge” (Hos 4:6). So how are we supposed to find owiualbhat
knowledge that leads to God’s power being manifest?
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We must gain a better understanding of the Kingdbieaven! The Pharisees asked
Jesus about the Kingdom of heaven, “And when hedeasanded of the Pharisees, when
the kingdom of God should come, he answered thetsaid, The kingdom of God
cometh not with observation:” (Luke 17:20). “Observation” means “to look.”hi6 means
that it is not possible to locate the kingdom bingmut and looking for it! We will not be
able to point out the Kingdom of Heaven, “21 Neithlall they sayl,.o here! or, lo there!
for, beholdthe kingdom of God iswithin you” (Luke 17:21). The kingdom is not some
geographic location; ratherthie kingdom of God iswithin you!” Now let’s stop for a
minute as we put together what we now know. Ifuisdéent are taking over the kingdom
of heaven and the kingdom of heaven is within yban we need to answer the question.
“Where do the violent exert their force as theyrtalee the kingdom?

It is very likely that the entire passage that \aeenbeen focused upon was directly
connected to the words of the prophet Micah. Hszudlees a future prophetic period when
the Lord assembles His remnant flock together,illlsurely gather the remnant of Israel; |
will put them together as the sheep of Bozrahhadlock in the midst of their fold” (Mic
2:12). After the assembling of these people Midescirbes, “The breaker is come up
before them: they have broken up, and have paksedgh the gate, and are gone out by it:
and their king shall pass before them, and the L@REhe head of them” (Micah 2:13).
The mental image formed by Micah portrays a shdeitl of sheep as they are huddled
behind a makeshift fence. Shepherds often gatbeestand build temporary holding pens
for protection of the sheep during the night. Shepherd then literally lies down in the
only entranceway to the holding p&iheepfold) This obviously forms a small door as
Jesus said, “I am the door of the sheep” (John)10r/the morning, the sheep are anxious
to break out so they can go feed while the dewuills the grass. As a result, the
shepherd normally knocked down a section from tleglup stones to enlarge the door
where he had been lying. The shepherd breakstbpemall of the penned up the sheep.
Since they are anxious to be released from theipteary holding pen that they may eat.
This picture was one of sheep breaking forth fromgheepfold!

Who are those “breaking through” today? Thosedhireg forth” pursue the principles of
God's reign with all their might. They possessnstty for the work of the Lord. They seek
the rule(kingdom)of God in every part of their lives. They becomebjscts of the King,
accepting the yoke of the kingdom.

The Messiah’s work has been entrusted to His asdiodommunity of faittlfthe Church)

As a messianic community, the Church is anointddlfdl the task of the messiah until he
returns, “A certain nobleman went into a far coyndr receive for himself a kingdom, and
to return. 13 And he called his ten servants, aiveled them ten pounds, and said unto
them,Occupy till | come” (Luke 19:12-13). Christians are called to modek,

forgiveness and acceptance by following the examplesus. From the time of John, the
preparation had begun. Now the kingdom of heaveaks forth and all are breaking out
with it. The kingdom of God challenges each newegation with the dynamic message of
Jesus.
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Jesus never advocated violence or political donundb achieve the goals of the divine
rule. In this saying of Jesus, his disciples anebeing attacked. Jesus’ disciples do not
suffer violence, neither can they properly be descras violent people. He was not
teaching violence or force as an acceptable meathogeration. Jesus emphasized love,
forgiveness and acceptance.

The kingdom breaks forth as men and women expexiGual's redemptive power in their
individual lives. They share what God has dondliem as they help others. How are you
and | breaking forth?
Now let’s compile some of the concepts that we redkeady learned:

» preconceived theological notions can prove to loblpmatic;

» the violent are taking over the kingdom of heavgridoce;

» the kingdom of heaven is within us;

» the source of Jesus’ personal power came fromdkieeFand resided within!

Jesus’ words are still true today, “Behold, | véind you Elijah the prophbéfore the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD” (Mal 4:5). However, we must be
cautious about preconceived notions!

Who is “the Elijah to come” in our time? Who wllfeak thourgh? The Elijah to come is
bound up in those who are violent and have leato@dntrol their own emotions! They
have learned how to rule their own spirit! Theydaiolently taken themselves over!
Before we can possess great things we must fistgss our own spirit! Scripture teaches
that “he that ruleth his spirfis better)than he that taketh a city” (Prov 16:32). Whyhis
true? Because we cannot takeover and rule ovigy artil we have completely learned to
rule our own spirit! You wonder how can all ofghielate to us, notice the rewards which
will be passed out by the master at His coming,dAe said unto him, Well, thou good
servant: because thou hast been faithful in a M#lg; have thou authority over ten cities.
18 And the second came . . .19 And he said likewidem,Be thou also over five cities
(Luke 19:17-19). These new rulers had earliemedthow to rule over their own spirits;
therefore, they understood how to rule cities! Wit the same ability to control our
thinking and feelings we cannot rule over largeugoof people!

We must understand that the violent are takingkthgdom by force! These violent
individuals are extreme about controlling their osyirit; they are severe about controlling
their emotions; they are intense about not letingthing evil which has been done unto
them take away their love! They bless when curesl; do good to those who spitefully
use them. They are not being weak or stupid; asthey are beingolent in their own
spirit! Out of their spirit they even posses their badg their health!

The Kingdom of God is where and when God takes dmmiover an individual. Rule is
the manifested dominion of the Kingdom. It is mdten you hear about the kingdom but
when you incarnate the dominion of God into in ybady! You essentially become part
of the realm of the Kingdom of God! When the teny of God’s rule is expanding

Written by M. Larry Perrino 8 2/5/2008
© 2003 by Rivkah Ministries Want to Provide Feedback? - Click http://www.rivkah.org/feedback.htm




These Bible Studies are presented free of charge to the public. If these Bible Studies feed you with
spiritual food, it would be a blessing for Rivkah Ministries to receive your tax-deductible donations. You
can send all contrubutions to: Rivkah Ministries; 445-C East Cheyenne Mountain Blvd #322; Colorado
Springs, CO 80906-4570 or you can go or clilck here-> http://www.rivkah.org/contribution.htm

Lessons - John The Baptist

P S - “And from the days of John the Baptist until nitve kingdom of heaven
S ﬁw suffereth violence, andthe violent take it by force” (Matt 11:12)
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because you are growing into the kingdom of GodheWyou violently surrender your
opinion to God; He has just expanded his territdddes God rule your thoughts,
emotions, and money? When you are violent to enthat God controls all of you, then
He will bless and expand your territory because téaitory belongs to Him!

The violent understand the Biblical information ceming the force that causes the
dominion of God to manifest; they cause the tatyitef God to expand; and the God
quality of life to come into the earth. They liweand understand the God quality of life as
they expand His territory. Who are the violentt e taking the kingdom of God by
force? Notice: (1) they have learned how to mestiHis dominion; (2) expand His
territory in themselves; and (3) release His qualitlife into the earth!

Now the final question is, “How do they do thisR"dther words, “What is the force that
enables a human to do all of things?” Notice fittven Book of Proverbs Chapter Four,
“Keep thy heart with all diligence” (Prov 4:23). What is the “force” in us that takever
the kingdom? Remember that the kingdom of heasé&within you!” The Bible says to,
“Keep thy heart (spirit) with all diligence;” this means to guard your own heart, your own
spirit! Be more concerned about the conditionairyown heart and spirit than you are
about all of the evil that has been done to yoe! nidre concerned about the condition of
your own attitude. Why? Notice, “for out of(itour heart / your spiritpre(flow) the

issues of life” (Prov 4:23). The word “issues” medthe forces!” Out of your heart flow
the forcef life! Out of your heart flows your strength! When are offended and upset
in our spirit we feel powerless; we feel like thacause our strength has been robbed!

We should have realized by now that Christians lpeweer over the devil but more
importantly, they must obtain power over themselWwhen manifestation takes longer
than we think it should, we begin to plug up oumdwarces! This is why offense and anger
and all of the other negative issues of the spaitse us to falter!
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