“let her be
thy master’s son’s wife”

Morning by Morning!
Then shall thy light break forth asthe morning! (Isa 58:8)

(IVKAH

./_:n%’y;\)”m Do you realize that timing is essential to

every activity inthislife? The significant
factor is not so much what you do; rather, it iswhen you do it! We
all remember Solomon’s counsel, “To every thing there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under the heaven” (Eccl 3:1). Wives
usually show the best evidence of skill in the area of proper timing.
It is not uncommon for mothers to carefully study their husbands so
that they can help their children exercise good timing with dad.
Children often have “weighty” matters that they need to bring to
their fathers. Wise mothers who correctly understand good timing
have come to the aid of many a child!

Scripture teaches that timing is essential! In our walk with God we must
be sensitive to timing. We cannot attempt to get ahead of what God is
doing; neither, can we lag behind when God moves, “for the time to
favour her, yea, the set time, is come” (Ps 102:13). There are set times!

We generally set our clocks in the morning so that we can wake up at the most
advantageous time. This Bible Study will focus on the concept of getting up
early in the morning. We will focus on the early morning as a specific tool
available to Christians; surprisingly, we will learn that most of the Bible
heroes were keenly aware this tool!

The Hebrew word for “morning” is pronounced (bo'-ker) and spelled “boger.”
That Hebrew word means dawn (as the break of day). It is most often translated
into the English word “morning.” Boger comes from the root word meaning to
plough, or (generally) break forth. Boger istranslated into the King James Version
as day, early, morning, and morrow.

The prophet Isaiah explained that God gave him a special supernatural skill. | personally
believe that the New Testament identifies Isaiah’s skill as a“word of knowledge” and the
“gift of prophecy.” Notice how Isaiah described this special ability that he had received
from the hand of God, “The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, (meaning
an understanding person) that | should know how to speak a word in season to him that is
weary” (Isa50:4). Let’snotice Isaiah’s description of how he received his specia skill, “he
wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear asthe learned. 5 The Lord
GOD hath opened mine ear, and | was not rebellious, neither turned away back” (1sa 50:4-
5). Isaiah was convinced that it was in the morning when God would speak into him these
“knowing” thoughts.

Notice the experience of the righteous man named Job who rose up early in the morning,
“the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like
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224 f/”l% him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that

setharle et Yocomzen D feareth God, and escheweth evil” (Job 1:8). Notice some

of Job’s activities that made him so righteous in the eyes of
God, “And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and
sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to
the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in
their hearts. Thus did Job continually” (Job 1:5).

The Bible is replete with information concerning the importance of morning activities,
however, because we have usually been so focused on the Biblical storyline, we have
generally ignored those important references to the morning. Throughout this Bible Study
we are going to take a closer look at the consequence of our activitiesin the morning. We
will learn that our morning’s activities can become an especially significant expression of
our relationship with the Almighty! Beyond the obvious implications for the righteous
people, notice what happened to the wicked, “when the morning arose, then the angels
hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou
be consumed in the iniquity of the city” (Gen 19:15). We will learn that God has
established a Biblical pattern of performing His acts in the morning.

As with anything involving faith we should begin with Abraham. Notice his activities on
the most important day of hislife, “And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and
saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the
wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told
him” (Gen 22:3). Thiswas not the only day recorded where Abraham got up early in the
morning. Getting up early was his normal practice, “Abraham gat up early in the morning
to the place where he stood before the LORD: 28 And he looked toward Sodom and
Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, 1o, the smoke of the
country went up as the smoke of afurnace” (Gen 19:27-28). At first, it may appear that
these few instances don’t seem all that significant. 1t may be questioned, “So what is it that
is so specia about the early morning?”’ Isit possible that the information concerning the
morning may not have any significance beyond mere narrative purposes? The question we
will all want to ask is, “Why does the Bible make the continual effort to repeatedly express
“early morning” activities?

The significance of the early morning continues with Abraham’s grandson. Notice that
Jacob’s early morning experience certainly took place on aday of specia significance,
“Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and
set it up for apillar, and poured oil upon the top of it” (Gen 28:18). Here again, we find the
“garly in the morning” expression used in the life of amajor patriarch.

Four hundred years after Abraham, God delivered his children from the bondage of Egypt.
If not the greatest, certainly one of the greatest of God’s miracles came at this important
juncture, “the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all
Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And it came to pass, that in the
morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire
and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians” (Ex 14:23-24)? We will later
learn more about the morning watch; however for now, just recognize the pattern and
establish the concept that God often performs His acts in the morning.
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(v

gk 5 977 ws The children of Israel wandered in the desert forty years.

hy master’s sons wife” - Gen. 2431 Abraham’s liberated children learned to follow acloud by
day and apillar of fire during the night. Notice how Israel understood that they were
supposed to move from one location to the next, “the cloud was taken up in the morning,
then they journeyed” (Num 9:21). They received God’s instruction to move in the
morning. The children of Israel learned to follow God’s direction in the morning.

We have just read that it was with great power that God delivered these I sraglites out of
Egypt through the sea. After that deliverance, the children of Israel certainly were neither
destitute nor hungry! Each morning they gathered miracle food called manna, “they
gathered it every morning, every man according to his eating: and when the sun waxed hot,
it melted” (Ex 16:21). Here we learn something special about the miracle food from God;
it was very much like the dew, “when the sun waxed hot, it melted.” Later, this concept of
“melting” away will become important in our study. God performed a miracle every day
when He gave them miracle bread to eat in the middle of a desert; however, instead of
being naturally grateful, they proved to be a “stiff-necked” or complaining people. When
they persistently complained for flesh to eat, Moses and Aaron told them “|n the mornmg,
then ye shall seethe glory of the LORD” (Ex 16:7). B RS, ' :

L et’s continue with our morning study; notice the day
when the Ten Commandments were given. This
significant event took place just weeks after the
introduction of the manna, “it came to pass on the
third day in the morning, that there were thunders
and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and
the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the
people that was in the camp trembled. 17 And Moses
brought forth the people out of the camp to meet
with God; and they stood at the nether part of the
mount. 18 And mount Sinai was atogether on a
smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire:
and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a
furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. 19 And
when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and
waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God
answered him by avoice. 20 And the LORD came
down upon mount Sinal, on the top of the mount: and the LORD called Moses up to the top
of the mount; and Moses went up” (Ex 19:16-20). So we learn that God spoke audibly
from the mountain early in the morning. Just afew days later Moses gives us yet another
example of rising up early. “Moseswrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up early in
the morning, and builded an atar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve
tribes of Israel” (Ex 24:4). Areyou beginning to get arevelation of God’s proclivity
toward meeting with His people and performing His mighty works early in the morning?

Because of the people’s disobedience, M oses broke the original tablets which had been
produced by the hand of God; therefore, he had to produce two additional tablets with his
own hands, “he hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; and Mosesrose up early in
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S#7%ZF  the morning, and went up unto mount Sinai, as the LORD

thy master’s sons wite” Y- Gen ) had commanded him, and took in his hand the two tables

of stone. 5 And the LORD descended in the cloud, and
stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD” (Ex 34:4-5). Under Moses’
leadership the people learned to produce daily sacrifices; fire was to be made inside the
Altar of Sacrifice every morning, “the fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; it shall not
be put out: and the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering
in order upon it; and he shall burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings. 13 The fire shall
ever be burning upon the atar; it shall never go out” (Lev 6:12-13). The priests had the
responsibility to keep the fire perpetually buring.

Whenever God wanted to meet with M oses upon the mountain you can guess the time of
day that He usually would chose. He was generally summoned to go up on the mountainin
the morning, “be ready in the morning, and come up in the morning unto mount Sinai,
and present thyself there to me in the top of the mount” (Ex 34:2).

After the days of Moses’ leadership God ordained anew leader. Notice this new leader’s
specia time of productivity, “Joshuarose early in the morning, and the priests took up the
ark of the LORD. 13 And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams' horns before the
ark of the LORD went on continually, and blew with the trumpets. and the armed men went
before them” (Josh 6:12-13). Joshua had previously gotten used to early morning service
with the LORD, “And Joshuarose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim,
and came to Jordan” (Josh 3:1).

After the days of Joshua, the LORD raised up judgesto lead His people. Notice that God
continued to work in the morning, “Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Isragl by mine
hand, as thou hast said, 37 Behold, | will put afleece of

wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the fleece only,

and it be dry upon all the earth beside, then shall | know

that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said.

38 And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow,

and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew out

of the fleece, abowl full of water” (Judg 6:36-38).

Gideon wanted a specific physical sign from God that

He would protect Israel. Gideon got his answer early in

the morning.

After the period of the judges God would begin to raise
up prophets who would eventually anoint aking over the
nation of Israel. As God was establishing the bloodline
for the new king we find two individuals that God would == ‘ :
use mightily. The story of Boaz and Ruth isastory rich ~ EEE : <
with the concept of redemption. One special night they met on the threshing roor and
Boaz told Ruth, “Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will perform
unto thee the part of a kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman's part: but if he will not do the
part of a kinsman to thee, then will | do the part of a kinsman to thee, asthe LORD liveth:
lie down until the morning. 14 And she lay at hisfeet until the morning: and she rose up
before one could know another (Thisis early in the morning!)” (Ruth 3:13-14).
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gk 5 9777 ws During this same period of the latter judges, God wasin
RS = Sa the process of raising up a prophet for the people. At the
tabernacle which was located at Shiloh, one particularly godly woman who had been barren
vowed to God that if He would open up her womb that she would give her child to the
LORD for His service, “And theyroseupin
- the morning early, and worshipped before
- the LORD, and returned, and came to their
house to Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah
| hiswife; and the LORD remembered her. 20
.| Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was
' come about after Hannah had conceived, that
she bare a son, and called his name Samuel,
saying, Because | have asked him of the
LORD” (1 Sam 1:19-20). After weaning her
*child, Hannah gave Samuel into the LORD’s
| service as she had promised, “the child
- Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with
R : “ the LORD, and also with men” (1 Sam 2:26).
He would grow up to be great prophet in the land of Israel. He learned how to hear from
the LORD during his early days, “the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli.
And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision . . . 4 the
LORD called Samuel: and he answered, Heream I. 5 And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here
am |; for thou calledst me. And he said, | called not; lie down again. And he went and lay
down. 6 And the LORD called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and
said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And he answered, | called not, my son; lie down
again. 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, neither was the word of the LORD yet
revealed unto him” (1 Sam 3:1-7). Samuel developed through this experience and
eventually became a great prophet, “And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him, and
did let none of hiswordsfall to the ground” (1 Sam 3:19). God was careful to perform
everything that Samuel spoke in the name of the LORD!

Samuel ended up anointing Saul to become King in Israel. This great prophet aso had an
early morning experience in which he heard God speak, “when Samuel rose early to meet
Saul in the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set
him up a place, and is gone about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal. 13 And Samuel
came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: | have performed the
commandment of the LORD. 14 And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which | hear?” (1 Sam 15:12-14). Samuel
received a “word of knowledge” that King Saul had disobeyed God’s command to put
everything to death! Since King Saul continued to disobey God, Samuel prophesied that
Saul’s kingdom would not continue. Samuel was commanded to anoint another as King
over Israel, “Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and
the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and
went to Ramah. 14 But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from
the LORD troubled him” (1 Sam 16:13-14).
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gk 5 e Thisyoung man David would later go visit his brothers

RS = Sa who were in the army and at war with the Philistines,
“David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and went,
as Jesse had commanded him; and he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to the
fight, and shouted for the battle” (1 Sam 17:20).

Eventually, David developed into the greatest king in Israel. Many kings served over the
nation of Israel after David’stime. It was during the period of the latter ki ngs thaI God
raised up many other prophets who were fed (literally and = o R e
figuratively) by the word of God. Notice the story of :
Elijah, “the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the
morning” (1 Kings 17:6). Elijah’s protégé named Elisha
also had an early morning encounter that is recorded in
Scripture, “when the servant of the man of God was
risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed
the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant
said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? 16 And
he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more
than they that be with them. 17 And Elisha prayed, and
said, LORD, | pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see.
And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he
saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and
chariots of fire round about Elisha” (2 Kings 6:15-17). E

Toward the end of Israel’s kingdom the people refused to hear the word of God which was
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet! Notice the clear pattern: (1) the prophet would rise up
early in the morning to hear God’s word; and (2) the people would not listen to the prophet:

e “the LORD hath sent unto you al his servants the prophets, rising early and sending
them; but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear” (Jer 25:4).

e “To hearken to the words of my servants the prophets, whom | sent unto you, both
rising up early, and sending them, but ye have not hearkened” (Jer 26:5).

e “they have not hearkened to my words, saith the LORD, which | sent unto them by my
servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them; but ye would not hear, saith
the LORD” (Jer 29:19).

e “they have turned unto me the back, and not the face: though | taught them, rising up
early and teaching them, yet they have not hearkened to receive instruction” (Jer
32:33).

e “because ye have done al these works, saith the LORD, and | spake unto you, rising up
early and speaking, but ye heard not; and | called you, but ye answered not” (Jer 7:13).

e “| earnestly protested unto your fathersin the day that | brought them up out of the land
of Egypt, even unto this day, rising early and protesting, saying, Obey my voice. 8 Y et
they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked every one in the imagination of
their evil heart” (Jer 11:7-8).
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gk 5 e So far it has become quite obvious that God clearly prefers

RS = Sa to perform His actsin the morning! We have already
observed or will yet observe this early morning contact in the lives of twenty different
people including: Abraham, Jacob, Job, Lot, Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Boaz, Ruth, Hannah,
Samuel, David, Saul, Elijah, Elisha, Jehoshaphat, Ezekiel, | saiah, Jeremiah, and Jesus.

We have also learned that the people of Israel would not listen to the prophets that God sent
unto them. We have a common American saying called “twenty-twenty vision.” It comes
from the fact that an optometrist patient can read the “20” line from twenty feet away. We
call this 20/20 or perfect vision. The scripture reveals a 20/20 or perfect vision verse, “And
they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they
went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem;
Believein the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall
ye prosper” (2 Chron 20:20). Second Chronicles 20:20 has the famous passage; notice that
thistook place early in the morning! Also, from the manna story we learned earlier that if
the miracle food was not picked early in the morning it would simply melt away. This
strange early morning melting of sustenance from God continues as a metaphor, “for your
goodnessis as amorning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away” (Hos 6:4). We see
this concept again, “Therefore they shall be as the morning cloud, and as the early dew that
passeth away, as the chaff that is driven with the whirlwind out of the floor, and as the
smoke out of the chimney” (Hos 13:3). Asthe morning vapor on the leaf evaporates, there
Is something fleeting about the spirit waters or mists that are not harvested in the early
morning when they are abundantly available. If not harvested, the waters simply melt
away. Inthe context of God’s miracle waters, He providesit for his peoplein the early
morning hours, “There is ariver, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the
holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. 5 God isin the midst of her; she shall not be
moved: God shall help her, and that right early” (Ps 46:4-5). King David experienced
drinking from these early morning waters, “O God, thou art my God; early will | seek thee:
my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in adry and thirsty land, where no
water is” (Ps63:1).

The people of God need refreshing from His presence! In this Bible Study we will observe
at least twenty different people who receive the early morning refreshing from the
Almighty, “O satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our
days” (Ps 90:14). David fixed his heart to meet the LORD early in the morning, “O God,
my heart isfixed; | will sing and give praise, even with my glory. 2 Awake, psaltery and
harp: | myself will awake early. 3 1 will praise thee, O LORD, among the people: and | will
sing praises unto thee among the nations. 4 For thy mercy is great above the heavens. and
thy truth reacheth unto the clouds” (Ps 108:1-4). We are not just assuming that David had
early morning meetings with God, he repeats himself, “My heart is fixed, O God, my heart
Isfixed: | will sing and give praise. 8 Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp: |
myself will awake early. 9 | will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: | will sing unto
thee among the nations” (Ps 57:7-9).

It was not only David who sought the Lord in the early morning hours. Solomon wrote, “I
am my beloved's, and his desireis toward me. 11 Come, my beloved, let us go forth into
thefield; let uslodgein the villages. 12 Let us get up early to the vineyards; let us see if
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S#7%Z5  the vine flourish, whether the tender grape appear, and the

thy master’s sons wife” _Ggmz4.5,\) pomegranates bud forth: there will | give thee my loves”

(Song 7:10-12). Solomon also recorded, “I wisdom dwell
with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions. . . 15 By me kingsreign, and
princes decree justice. 16 By me princes rule, and nobles, even al the judges of the earth.
17 | love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me” (Prov 8:12-17).

David experienced God’s greatness in the morning, “My voice shalt thou hear in the

morning, O LORD; in the morning will | direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up” (Ps

5:3). David felt the closeness of God’s mercy in the morning, “I will sing aloud of thy

mercy in the morning” (Ps 59:16). The psalmist prayed to hear God in the morning,

“Cause meto hear thy lovingkindnessin the morning; for in thee do | trust: cause meto

know the Way Wherem I should walk; for | lift up my soul unto thee” (Ps 143:8). Indeed,
A problems come in the figurative dark; “weeping may endure

1 ~ for anight, but joy cometh in the morning” (Ps 30:5).

. Incenseis analogous with prayer, “Anocther angel came and
| stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was
given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with
the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was
before the throne. 4 And the smoke of theincense, which
came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before
. God out of the angel's hand” (Rev 8:3-4). Our daily prayer
isjust like the offering of incense from the place where the
LORD will meet us, “thou shalt make an altar to burn
. incense upon: of shittim wood shalt thou makeit . . . thou
-~ shalt put it before the vail that is by the ark of the testimony,
before the mercy seat that is over the testimony, where | will
meet with thee. 7 And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet
incense every morning: When he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it” (Ex
30:1-7). We must believein faith that God meets with usin our morning prayer. Job said,
“What is man, that thou shouldest magnify
him? and that thou shouldest set thine heart ond e
upon him? 18 And that thou shouldest visit 9 pr - 12 axa
him every morning” (Job 7:17-18). God is
with us during our morning prayer even
though we cannot perceive Him with our
eyesor ears. We worship Him in spirit and
in truth!

This concept is evident in some of the

storiesin the life of Jesus, “when the

morning was now come, Jesus stood on the

shore: but the disciples knew not that it was ﬂ

Jesus” (John 21:4). Jesus often simply 1% Walch
.l . pra-9 pm

appeared to hisdisciplesin the early

morning hours, “in the fourth watch of the

night (3 a.m. to 6 a.m. — seeillustration to the right) Jesus went unto
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