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Irag, even as our nation is engaged in an ongoing battle against
terrorism, many feel apprehensive and anxious. But what does
God’s word say concerning our dangerous times? “He shall
cover thee with hisfeathers, and under hiswings shalt thou
trust: histruth shall be thy shield and buckler” (Ps 91:4). But,
what could it conceivably mean to be “under his wings?”’

The Biblical hero Boaz (a type of Jesus) told Ruth (a type of the Church)
that she had come under the protective care of the God of Israel. His
poetic words characterized her relationship with God as, “under whose
wings thou art come to trust” (Ruth 2:12). So | pose a question to all of
you who walk in the shoes of modern day Ruth, “Do you feel secure; and
do your words express that absolute confidence in the fact that you are
protected ‘under the shadow of Hiswings?’”

What specifically are those “wings” of which Boaz spoke? Arethey actual wings
like an angel might have? If God has wings and humans are made in the likeness
(image) of God, then why don’t we humans have wingstoo? What significance, if
any for contemporary Christians may be contained in those literal or figurative
“wings;” “But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with
healing in hiswings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall” (Mal
4:2). Thereisuncertainty about God’swings! Therefore, it appears that we clearly
need to learn more about the “wings” of the Most High God whom we serve!

To comprehend God’s wings, let us first begin to understand the “wings” that God
established for His people Israel. Yesindeed, He did assign wings for them; so let’s
investigate exactly what those wings are. A closer look at the scriptural revelation
concerning the “wings” for the Hebrews reveal s the following, “Speak unto the children of
Israel, and bid them that they make them fringesin the borders (kaw-nawf') of their
garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the borders a
ribband of blue” (Num 15:38). The corner or tassel of the Hebrew garment is called a
(tsee-tseeth’ — meaning, a wing-like object or atassel). The blue thread is called the
shamash or the servant thread over which the other threads are woven! Blueis
representative of heaven while the four corners represent the earth, “and gather together the
dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth” (Isa 11:12). We will return to the
concept of the four corners of the earth with respect to garments. These garments with
tsee-tseeth’ or wing-like tassels became normal wear in the Old Testament Hebrew culture.
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people came up with a garment that today is known as the tallit. This specia garment has
four cornerswith fringes tsee- .
tseeth'; whilein prayer the
Jewish people often wrap one of
the fringes (like a string) around
their fingers, “it shall be unto
you for a fringe, that ye may
look upon it, and remember all
the commandments of the
LORD” (Num 15:39). Thisis
most likely the origin of the
practice of tying a string around
ones finger in order to remember
something. The picture at the
right illustrates the tallit prayer
shawl notice the four corners
(tsee-tseeth’ — meaning, awing—
like object or a tassel)

The Hebrew Garment — Tallit is Central Theme of the Bible Study

An ancient prophet named Balaam was hired to curse the nation of Israel when they were
coming out of Egypt. However, God would not allow the prophet to prophecy against His
people Israel. Instead, Balaam pronounced a blessing upon Isragl. As part of his blessing
he said, “How goodly are thy tents (dwelling placeﬁ home; or tent), O Jacob, and thy
tabernacles (dwelling places also a tallit — “Hethat dwelleth in the secret place of the

- most High shall abide (make his
dwelling) under the shadow of the
Almighty (notice that both of these
passages seem to have a double or
repeated aspect of dwelling” (Ps91:1),
O Isragl!” (Num 24:5). The prophet
Balaam presumably observed the people
of Israel with their tallit garments over
their heads as if the tallit were another
type of tabernacle. Thisis probably the
. reason that the passage uses the two
different words: ‘tent’ and ‘tabernacle.’
When an Israelite would pull histallit
over hishead, he was said to have been
“under the shadow of the almighty.”

When Moses constructed the tabernacle
in the wilderness it covered less than
1,000 square feet. There were 2,000,000
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shawls became a portabl e tabernacle under which every
person could worship on their own! One of the several oral blessings that the Hebrews
might repeat in later years when putting the prayer shawl over themselves was, “Bless the
LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and
majesty. 2 Who coverest thyself with light aswith a garment: who stretchest out the
heavens like acurtain” (Ps 104:1& 2). In one of Jesus’ teachings He said, “But thou, when
thou prayest, enter into thy closet” (Matt 6:6); there are many who claim that He was at
least symbolically making areferenceto atallit. When the Jewish person puts on his tallit,
he first kisses the written blessing on the tallit, and may repeat Psalm 104:1-2 as we have
just seen during this type of prayer the supplicant would generally have his head covered
like ‘the closing of adoor.’

When Israel camped around the tabernacle in the wilderness, located at the center of the
camp was the Tabernacle which housed the Ark of the Covenant in the Most Holy Place.

A prophet named Balaam said of Israel, “He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath
he seen perversenessin Israel: the LORD his God is with him, and the shout of akingis
among them” (Num 23:21). Balaam must have withessed the Hebrew people as they were
giving praise to God, “the shout of aking” under their tents. But which tents? Thetallitis
very much like atent; in fact, it iscalled atent! It isaportable tent used for worship and
prayer. You may recall the flag of Israel (a flag may be seen on page 9); in effect, itis
patterned after the prayer shawl and therefore it forms a national tallit!

We mentioned that the Jewish people kiss the inscribed blessing on the tallit (notice the
Hebrew inscription above Librada’s head in the previous picture); the words on that
portion of the garment often has the inscription, “Blessed art thou Eternal our God Creator
of heaven and earth who has sanctified us by his commandments and has commanded us to
wear garments with fringes;” alternatively, an inscription may be, “The LORD bless thee,
and keep thee: The LORD make his face shine upon thee,
and be gracious unto thee: The LORD lift up his
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace,” these are but
two of the most common blessings. We already mentioned
that many recite Psalm 104 when putting on their tallit.
However, there are various blessings that are popular such
as Psalm 36:7, “How excellent isthy lovingkindness, O
God! therefore the children of men put their trust under
the shadow of thy wings.” This concept is exactly what
Boaz was talking about when he told Ruth, “under whose
wings thou art cometo trust” (Ruth 2:12). Keepinmind
the concept of remaining “under the shadow of His
wings;” we will return to this concept several times. The
four corners of the tallit represent the wings. On these
“wing” corners are tassels (tsee-tseeth’) which are the
prominent aspect of the garment. Notice the (tsee-tseeth')
aretied in knots.

There are several varieties of tallitot (plural form of the
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and qualifies as an outer garments. Next isatallit katan,
which is more like an undergarment or at-shirt with fringes. Finaly thereis simply the
tallit, which is more of a prayer shawl. Tallitot are not restricted to white and blue, which
is most common; indeed they can be any variety of colors. Joseph’s multicolored coat may
well have been an outer garment, which is known among the Jews as atallit gadol. We
will expand this concept much more as we review the story of Joseph.

Key Aspect — Tallit isa Symbol of L ove and Close | ntimacy

The most significant concept regarding the tallit is that the Hebrew is supposed to grow in
intimacy, and in appreciation of God’s presence while under the tallit! In the same fashion
that afather with his young child, might completely wrap the little body in a bath towel; so
too, the Almighty engulfs His worshipping children while wrapped within their tallit or
garment of praise! Thetallit has generally been acknowledged as the ‘garment of glory!’

Intimacy is so closely associated with the tallit that Jewish maidens as a matter of custom
often give atallit to their fiancées prior to their marriage; the implied message associated
with the gift is, “I give you my heart!” The various elements of the composition of the
tallit tell an interesting story. Each corner has 8 threads, times four corners = 32. Hebrew
letters also represent numbers; thirty-two happens to be the Jewish number for (lev) heart,

which appears as follows in Hebrew (b |); likewise (lamed-beit) happensto sum 32. The

letter (beit) b, which also represents the number 2, is symbolic of ahouse. In Spanish the

word for marriage is (casados) which when separated into its subparts means (casa) or
house, and (dos) which meanstwo. Keep in mind this concept of two in a house, asit will
crop up again as we investigate the tallit. Now remember that 32 is associated with the

tallit and the Hebrew word for heart (lev) isalso 32. Theword for heart (lev) (b 1)

makes an alusion to the actual form or shape of the heart: two inverted (face-to-face
lameds see picture below.). The two face-to-face lameds when brought together form a
picture of the heart; the Jews believe that thisisthe form drawn by the Divine Artisan:
"God isthe strength (artisan) of my heart, and my portion forever" (Psalms 73:26).

God’s word (which is divine knowledge) was given to His o
bride in order that she may speak with Him, "face-to-face." * \ -
Moses escorted God (the divine groom) to marry His '
Jewish People (the divine bride) at the food of Sinai. On

that day, these two faces united and became the form of the \
Jewish Heart. Thisfusion was like the union of a bride and | -
groom as they aspire upwards together to receive the ;,5’ '

blessing of the father who is the "third partner” of every

marriage. This Old Testament marriage became a picture

of what God is performing through the Church; Paul wrote, w i
“for | have espoused you to one husband, that | may — f}
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ” (2 Cor 11:2). Just ‘V

as the gentile woman Ruth was joined to Boaz, when the

bride of Christ (the church) properly views Jesus from His
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present Him with atallit; her words would say in essence,
“l giveyou my heart!” This does not mean that every church member must literally put on
the tallit in order to experience heart-felt prayer; what is needed is that, the church must put
on prayerful intimacy with the Almighty!

The modern tallit is generic in its construction as will soon be explained. First, notice the

word for tassdl istsee-tseeth’ which means “fringes.” tYXVX, isthe Hebrew word for
“fringes.” The word makes use of two letters named tzaddi, which is the fifth, and final
Hebrew letter that has an ordinary and final form. The tzaddi when used at the beginning

or in the middle of aword appears as X however, when it appears at the end of the word
(remember that Hebrew isread fromright to left) it appearsas J. This special letter

tzaddi, in either form (X)) or (J), sounds like the Hebrew word tzaddik which means

“righteousness.” A Hebrew man who is considered truly righteousis called atzaddik. Heis
said to portray the qualities of humility and praise to God. His normal kneeling posture

with upraised arms would be just like the bent X tzaddi. The final form of J tzaddi, which

stands straight and tall is said to “denote the final acceptance of arighteous person in the
world to come.” So we naturally conclude that the letter tzaddi is related to the concept of

righteousness. The rabbinical meaning of, yud Y means (the right hand or work) and the

tav t means (the end). Therefore the word “fringes,” tyXyX could easily diagram the
phrase “The end is that a righteous man’s work produces a righteous man’swork!” Thisis
the Gospel story of Jesus Christ producing “the righteousness of God” in His church!
Now, let’s |eave this fascination with Hebrew letters as we begin to focus on the scriptural
connotations of the tallit.

£

The Tallit is a Symbol of — Authority a_

Unlike the modern generically knotted tallit, during the Old /
Testament period the corners of the garments were tied in
accordance with longstanding family traditions. In fact, various P
types of knots became a unique family mark of distinction. Thisis |
not unlike the brand that the American cattleman might use. The ‘
tallit knots actually became a symbol of one’s authority and position 2 )
within the family. The mark made by the knots on the tallit when (
/

pressed in wax or clay would become a unigue distinguishable

impression much like we use a signature in today’s society. The

point isthat the tassel knots were symbolic of the authority of the

person who wore the garment! Now, for just amoment, consider

Joseph’s coat of many colors and his brother’s unpleasant jealousy in

this new context! “Now Isragl loved Joseph more than al his

children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a

coat of many colours. 4 And when his brethren saw that their father

loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him (in the context,

Israel prepared for Joseph a (kaw-thafe') which is a Hebrew garment for the “upper end of
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have been studying the prayer shawl or (kaw-nawf') which
also worn on the upper end of the arm where the garments hang! In any case, the garment
made for Joseph whether a shawl or a robe obviously preceded the command given in the
Book of Numbers by at least three centuries. The point that cannot be denied is that
Joseph’s brothers acknowl edged the garment as possessing some kind of family status that
was a benefit to Joseph.), and could not speak peaceably unto him” (Gen 37:3-4). We can
clearly see that Joseph’s family position is different from his brethren. He may have been
merely a courier since he was the youngest; however, we cannot ignore the fact that Joseph
had recently revealed a dream, the subject of which was that he would have authority over
hisfamily. It isinteresting how Pharaoh dressed Joseph, “arrayed him in vestures of fine
linen” (Gen 41:42). The word for fine linen used in that passage is the same word
describing the High Priest’s garments, “they made coats of fine linen of woven work for
Aaron, and for his sons” (Ex 39:27). We cannot say for sure that any of Joseph’s garments
were early prayer shawls; nonetheless, as we search out proof texts, let’s open our eyesto
storiesinvolving atallit where authority is clearly the context of the passage!

Notice this interesting story where authority related to a garment is clearly the theme of the
whole context. King Saul had been pursuing David; during the chase, the king went into a
caveto relieve himself. It “happened” that David was hiding expectantly in the cave,
“Then David arose, and cut off the skirt ((kaw-nawf' this was the same Hebrew word for
border (kaw-nawf') of the garment where God had commanded the people to place their
tassels! In essence, David cut off the tassel or symbol of authority!) of Saul's robe privily.
5 And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he had cut off Saul's
skirt (yet again, we see the Hebrew word kaw-nawf')” (1 Sam 24:4-5). What was the big
deal? Why did David’s heart bother him (smite him) so badly? We need to understand the
reason for his reaction because we want to begin to recognize the essence of David’s heart,
seeing as hisheart islike God’s. After all God said that David was, “a man after mine own
heart” (Acts 13:22). David’s heart bothered him because he realized that he had attacked
Saul’s authority, “The LORD forbid that | should do this thing unto my master, the
LORD's anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, (In David’s heart, cutting the
garment represented a lapse of respect for Saul 's authority) seeing he is the anointed of
the LORD” (1 Sam 24:6). David cried out to Saul alittle later, “Moreover, my father
(meaning, ‘my superior’), see, yea, see the skirt (kaw-nawf') of thy robe in my hand: for in
that | cut off the skirt of thy robe and killed thee not, know thou and see that there is neither
evil nor transgression in mine hand, and | have not sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my
soul to takeit. 12 The LORD judge between me and thee, and the LORD avenge me of
thee: but mine hand shall not be upon thee” (1 Sam 24:11-12).

Next, notice Saul’s reaction to the entire incident, “And it came to pass, when David had
made an end of speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul said, Is thisthy voice, my son
David? (thusreferring to David as my protégée or suboridinate) And Saul lifted up his
voice, and wept. 17 And he said to David, Thou art more righteous than |: for thou hast
rewarded me good, whereas | have rewarded thee evil. 18 And thou hast shewed this day
how that thou hast dealt well with me: forasmuch as when the LORD had delivered me into
thine hand, thou killedst me not. 19 For if aman find his enemy, will he let him go well
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