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Is it possible that the path that we choose toneyupon has any
connection with issues such as life and death? Bilble teaches
that, “There is a wafpath)which seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the waypgath) of death” (Prov 14:12).
Obviously no one wishes for death; so how are @Gans
supposed to know which way we should go?

Eliezer said, “tell me; that | may turn to thght hand or to the
left” (Gen 24:49). Do you know for absolute sure, hizay to go?

The Bible teaches that there are reatlly two ways in which we can move about
during this lifetime, “Enter ye in at the straittgafor wide is the gate, and broad is
the way,(path)that leadeth to destructigrand many there be which go in thereat:
14 Because strait is the gate, and narrotliesvay,(path)which leadeth unto life
and few there be that find it!” (Matt 7:13-14) Wew should realize that our search
for a passageway through this life is actually gsitnple; Jesus Christ taught as we
have just read, that there are really only two gatbon which humans can journey:
(1) the way,(path)that leadeth to destructionpr

(2) the way,(pathwhich leadeth unto lifé

We either servé.e., weobey) the Almighty God on the one hand or we sdne, we
obey) thegod of this worldon the other, “Know ye not, that to whom ye yigtdirselves
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom gg;atthether of1) sin unto death or (2)
of obedience unto righteousne®s(Rom 6:16).

We can gain an insightful understanding if we withply make a straightforward
association between those last two Bible passabls.scripture teaches that there are
merely two masters that the human can olfEythe master ofin unto death and(2) the
master obbedience unto righteousneskurther, as we have just observed, Jesus taught
that there are merely two paths that humans cémifo(1) the way, that leadeth to
destruction and(2) the way, which leadeth unto lifeWe can easily associate these two
masters with the paths on which they would lead:

(1) there is the master gin unto deathwho directs his servants the way, that leadeth to

destruction

(2) there is the mast@f obedience unto righteousnesgo directs Christians ahe way,
which leadeth unto lifé

The whole concept is so simple it is almost losirups. In the same fashion as the person
who fails to capture the concept of the forest heeaof his limited focus on the trees, if we
are not especially careful, we can all too easibelsight of the complete picture! Paul
taught us that we have been set free from therfiestter that we might serve the other,
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“For the law of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made me free fitbenlaw of sin and
death (Rom 8:2). All of humanity since Adam, begin®thatural life by serving “the god
of this word” who is the master o$ih unto deatli and who leads us inthie way, that
leadeth to destructiori! However, through the born-again process, wesatdree from

the first master and we then begin to serve thergbcThe major problem is that through
conditioning, most Christians continas if they still served the first master!

Why do Christians continue to think and to actfakey still serve the first master? One of
the reasons is that they maintain a vanquishedmjwered perspective! To understand
this vanquished perspective we must get a condgpbse two masters and the paths upon
which they lead! We all know that through sin, thevil leads his servants into death and
destruction; and through righteousness, the LORIOddis servants into eternal life and
freedom. Given those two paths, let's considedinal’s pathway in order that we are not
tempted to return to it and/or more importantlyttiva will abandon any and all of his
tenets, which may yet conquer our thinking! A keynt is that even though we have been
previously conditioned by the devil, we are no lenggis followers! _Thereforeve no
longer need to spend so much time thinking abasgdlsame death and destruction issues
upon which the world so completely focuses itsrdite! To get a grasp on the world’s
focus let us consider the following passage conegrdesus, “that through death he might
destroy him that had th@ower of deaththat is, the devil; 15 And deliver them who
through fear of deathwere all their lifetime subject to bondagéHeb 2:14-15). The
Bible clearly teaches us here that the world isliytsubject to the bondage of the fear of
death! None of the following list of products/seas are wrong or in any way sinful!
Rather, | simply want us to realize how as Hebr2ut$ states the case, humanity is in
total bondage to thdéar of death!” That fear drives the sale of so many of todadsds
and services as the following truncated list shdvestlth products; health foods; exercise
equipment; critical function monitors such as BE polse rate devices; medications;
health club memberships; health insurance premitimse security systems; low-fat
foods; low-sodium foods; low-cholesterol foods; natimealth books; relaxation tapes;
high protein drinks; high energy supplements; @&fast of this list of goods and services
could simply be categorized under the general Ingal people desiring to experience
long, healthy, peaceful, and productive lives! flisaertainly a wise goal; however,
consider that every Christian has the right toneland expect the following from God:
* “Because he hath set his love upon therefore will | deliver him | will set him on high, because he
hath known my name. 15 He shall call upon me, anill Bnswer him: will be with him in trouble |
will deliver him, and honour him. 1®/ith long life will | satisfy him, and shew him my salvation” (Ps
91:14-16);
e “My son,)forget not my law; but let thine heart ey commandments: FRor length of days, and long
life, and peaceshall they add to thee” (Prov 3:1-2);
*  “my peacel give unto you: not as the world giveth, giventta you.Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid (John 14:27);

< inthe third person, David wrote of himself, “Ieavid the kinglasked life of thee, arttiou gavest it
him, even length of dayqPs 21:4);
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e “if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutesd my commandments, as thy father David did walk,
thenl will lengthen thy days (1 Kings 3:14);

« “for he is thy life and thdength of thy day%(Deut 30:20);

« “just measure shalt thou hawbat thy days may be lengthenéuthe land which the LORD thy God
giveth thee” (Deut 25:15);

« “for as the days of a tree are the days of my peoghel mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their
hands” (Isa 65:22);

e “fear the LORD, and depart from evil. 8 It shalllealth to thy navel, and marrow to thy borig®rov
3:7-8);

« when one gives alms, “Then shall thy light brealtf@s the morning, arttline health shall spring
forth speedily and thy righteousness shall go before thee; litvy of the LORD shall be thy rereward”
(Isa 58:8);

*  “Why criest thou for thine affliction? . . . thelyat spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all that piegn thee
will I give for a prey. 17 Fot will restore health unto thegandl will heal thee of thy woundssaith the
LORD” (Jer 30:15-17).

Rather than theféar of death” our focus should be upon the blessings of Gatithat He
has promised to us a long and healthy life! Thegeclear distinction between those who
have a covenant with their God and those who db fbe two groups are going in
completely different directions!

Everything that a Christian does after his conwgrseads him/her into life; notice several
items from the passages above: they keep God’s emthments; they set Jesus as the Lord
of their lives; they give alms, they give tithesey give firstfruits; they pray over their

food; they practice honesty; etc. However, thesetres, which lead them into life, do

not earn them life, “even so by the righteousnésmethe free giftcame upon all men

unto justification of life” (Rom 5:18). Eternafdiin Jesus Christ has been freely given!

On the other hand all the actions of the servaindéindeads him to death and destruction;
that is why the previous truncated list of goodd services seemed so long.

One should be asking concerning the Christian, “‘¥dioayou mean, “Everything that a
Christian does after his conversion leads themlifé® Aren’t both(Christians and non-
Christians)already living? How can someone be led into Aifdsn’t “life” something

that both already possess?” Instead of relyingworhuman instincts, let's learn from the
Apostle John just what Biblical “life” is all abautWe notice that he uses two different
Greek words for “life” in John 12:25, “He that Idhehislife shall lose it; and he that hateth
hislife in this world shall keep it untife eternal.” Now let's break down the verse; “He
that loveth hidife (Greek word “psuche” pronounced (psoo-khay'); whinkrely means
breath, even animals possess this “breath” formvitdlity and life.)shall lose it; and he
that hateth hisfe (again the Greek word “psuchefi this world shall keep it untife

(‘zoe’ pronouonced (dzo-ay') this form of life esbobserved through a question asked of
Jesus, “Good Master, what good thing shall | datthmay have eternal life (‘zoe’)?”
(Matt 19:16). Here the man asked Jesus how hetrolgain something that he knew that
he did not already posséseternal” (John 12:25).
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There are at least two different words for “life’the Greek language! First, there is the
natural(“psuche”) kind of life, which all living creatures possessn angel first used this
Greek word as he spoke of Christ, when he toldplosigat he should return to Israel with
Mary and Jesus, “they are dead which sought thagatild'slife (“psuche”)” (Matt

2:20). Secondly, there is tifzoe”) form of life which all servants of Jesus possess,
“Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, andkdhis bloodye have ndife (“zoe”) in
you. 54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my djdath eterndlfe (“zoe”)” (John
6:53-54). Obviously non-Christians do not partakéhe communion of Jesus; therefore
they have nq“zoe”) life in them. As Jesus said, “Except ye eat thstflof the Son of
man, and drink his blooge have ndife(“zoe”).”

For emphasis, let’s establish one of our main psesof this studyfhere is a clear
distinction between those who have a covenanttivetin God and those who do not!

These two diverse groups are going in absoluterdift directions! This means that even
though Christians have been previously conditiceredl indoctrinated by the devil, he/she
should not indulge his/her thinking in the saméias as the world at large. Since the
non-Christian does not have a covenant with God,i&m bondage to thd€ar of death

he certainly does not rely on Almighty God for tieyy sustenance, support, and care. This
lack of a covenant causes the non-Christian worldetvise every conceivable form of life-
enhancing; life-sustaining; life-extending; life-difying device as we earlier observed in
this study.

How important is the difference between those wéneeha covenant with their God and
those who do not? The Bible should be the Chn&iaource of knowledge in these areas.
Let's observe how David understood and made a diséinction of this critical difference,
“And David spake to the men that stood by him, sgyi. . for who ighis uncircumcised
Philistine, that he should defhe armies of the living Go#l’ (1 Sam 17:26). Now
remember scripture records concerning David, “lehfpund David the son of Jesse, a man
after mine own hedr{Acts 13:22). So here is how a man after Go&arhmade that
distinction. When David saidttfis uncircumcisedPhilistine,” he drew attention to the
“uncircumcised” status of the Philistine, David esigally separated the world into two
broad but major categorigd;) those who have a covendoitrcumcision” with Almighty
God and2) those who don't have a covenant or thecircumcised.” The Christian, like
David must be aware that a distinction does exisfact, that distinction should be the
very source of their courage against the old magdtetice David’s words as he continued
his discussion, “David said unto Saul, Thy sen(d#mt is, David)kept his father's sheep,
and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a tarnbf the flock: 35 And | went out after
him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his thoand when he arose against me, |
caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew B6Thy servant slew both the lion
and the bearandthis uncircumcised Philistine_shall be as one ofaim seeing he hath
defied the armies of the living God” (1 Sam 17:3)-3Notice something powerful in this
context; David establishes the Biblical princigtatthe uncircumcise@hose who remain
outside of the covenant of Gaalke to be in the same category as a lion andra ‘tibes
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uncircumcised Philistine_shall be as one of th&mHere, the Bible reveal® us, through
the words of David, that the uncircumcigéiibse who remain outside of the covenant of
God)are no different than a lion or a bear! In otwerds, a man without a covenant with
God lives on the same level as the natural(fifpsuche”) world! Thisdoes notn any
fashion denigrate or degrade those outside of ar@v with God Almightyindeed they
are made in the image of Godlpwever, it does very emphatically indicate tinaty

remain in the category of the natural life worldherefore, they serve that master whom
we have already learned who by sin he is leadiagéivants into death and destruction!

Now focus on this very important concept; have gear seen a cow, a horse, or some
other natural creature hopelessly standing outerntirsh elements during inclement
weather conditions? You probably felt a littlergdior the dumb creature. On the other
hand, what did Jesus do when he was confrontedanfidrce storm, “they came to him,
and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we perisenThe arose, and rebuked the wind
and the raging of the water: and they ceased,larée wvas a calm. 25 And he said unto
them, Where is your faith?” (Luke 8:24-25). Therpas that Jesus Christ walked in a
covenant with the Almighty God! Therefore, He dit react to a storm in the same
fashion, which is by doing nothing as an animahatural creature might react. The
animal kingdom simply cannot do anything aboutwleather! In the natural world, people
unsurprisingly think that they cannot change caodg and circumstances such as the
weather either! They believe that they are ju& the rest of the natural world! During a
dry year the wild animals of the field languish arditainly die! The only real difference
between the human kingdom and the animal kingdaimatshumans can create life-
enhancing; life-sustaining; life-extending; life-difying devices. As a result, natural
humans place their faith in these devjeather than in God

What the Christian must realize is that David gexlifhe uncircumcise@hose outside of a
covenant with Godin the same category as the animals, “this ungiased Philistine
shall be as one of thenffheaning the uncircumcised are just like the anikiagdom)
David equated the uncircumcis@gtdose possessing merely the “psuche” form of liighe
same category as the animals; in essence David d@%$kew could an animafa living

being from the natural kingdonppssibly prevail against a man who is in covenatit

God Almighty?”

As we consider this powerful revelation that Dawpens to us on the subject of the
uncircumcisedthose “psuche’human beings who remain outside of a covenant with
God) let’s realize just how important the words of Pane as we review the passage, “For
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesubath made me free frothe law of sin and

death’ (Rom 8:2)? The “law of sin and death” is evidémough: sickness, disease,
natural disasters, war, poverty, and all of thbsegs that the bible relates are the result of
“the curse!” Paul said,sin entered into the world, and death by send so death passed
upon all men” (Rom 5:12). All of the natural cnel@s meaning those living in the
“psuche” existence, experience death, “For thattvbiefalleth the sons of men befalleth
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beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the mitle, o dieth the other; yea, they have all
one breath; so thatman hath no preeminence above a bédgiccl 3:19). Obviously

then, according to scripture this death experiemedkde human family is the same death
which occurs in the animal kingdom, “For to himttisgoined to all the livingthere is

hope: for a living dog is better than a dead liiaécl 9:4).

Unregenerate humaniffhose who have not experienced the regeneratiensdved us, by
the washing of regeneratipand renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3iB)es merely
through d'psuche” existence; therefore they experience the samarifedeath conditions
as the animal kingdomtHis uncircumcised Philistine_shall be as one ofelim!”

Here is a key concept: When death for the humailyarame into the world through
Adam, it turned out to be the ceasing point offeirthe individual! Notice how Paul
describes it, “sin entered into the world, aleth by sifi (Rom 5:12). Sin naturally
brings death to those who indulge in it as PaulteyrtBut sin, that it might appear sin,
working death in me’ (Rom 7:13). Realize this, sin works death ia thdividual human
being! The apostle James describes the sin/deatless, “Then when lust hath conceived,
it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finishéxdingeth forth deathi (James 1:15). Paul
taught us that sin actually takes its adherentsveaapy a new law, “bringing me into
captivityto the law of sinwhich is in my members” (Rom 7:23). Once thewdlial is
taken captive by sin then death is the naturalitte$uhen human beings sin against
someone else they generally experience pangs lblagui sorrow; indeed, the smitten
conscious is part of the process, “the sorrow efvilorldworketh deathi (2 Cor 7:10).

God has established this entire process in or@erthe law of sin and death” would place
a curb on sinning in the individual human. Upoattiesinning obviously terminates also.

Death therefore became the only factor in thedffthe human being that would cease him
from his sin, “the heart of the sons of men is @flevil, andmadness is in their heart

while they livé (Eccl 9:3). The prophet Jeremiah continues ia &xpression of the
wickedness in the heart of unregenerate humarnitye heart is deceitfulabove all things,
anddesperately wickédJer 17:9). Imagine what the world would be likeotorious
sinners from the past remained alive! Let’'s coasid Adolph Hitler were still alive, what
manner of evil and destruction would he be instigain today’s age of atomic, biological,
and chemical weapons of mass destruction? Godrargged that death would bring an
end to everyone who singstead of allowing them to eternally exist inttkimd of a

chaotic world. In effect, death establishes a ag&inst the prolongation of sinning on the
part of each individual human! This is the essesfoghat the Bible describes as “the law
of sin and death” (Rom 8:2).

It is easy to observe that there are “death cyactestiis world such as: war, terrorism,
disease, and natural disasters. All of these egictiatural and/or man-made conditions
result in death and destruction. Even our findramanmunity is subject to these “death
cycles.” One writer of the 1980’s predicted in baok that there would be a worldwide
financial collapse during the 1990’s. He basedoheslictions on the fact that
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approximately every fifty years there was a pattdrfinancial collapse in the
national/world economy. His predicted financiall@pse has been atrtificially held-up for a
decade; however, everyone is expecting some kimeh @hminent massive turnover in the
economy! A key question that we should be askingShould Christians expect to be
adversely affected by future downturns in natiomatld economic conditions?”

Why would predictable turnovers in the financialidaoccur every fifty years or so? Why
do rich young rock stars, actors, and sports figsteh as: Jim Morrison, Janice Joplin,
John Belushi etc, continually die prematurely? @Guoahted the natural “law of sin and
death,” as a curb for sinning in each human. Wthese young ignoble individuals come
into more adulation and financial resources thair thatural human character can deal
with, they begin to binge on powerful and deadlgstances such as drugs, alcohol and
other things! Their continued overindulgenceshiese potent substances naturally led to
their untimely death. A famous historian once shat man learns nothing from history!

As we have just read, the scripture is clear ablmitlaw of sin and death.” Born-again
Christians are no longer subject to that law otlaetherefore, they are not subject to its
negative effects! Since they have a covenant thgir God, they are different from the
natural world! Therefore, they can pray-off thesstructive conditions that the world
naturally suffers! Jesus said that just like galtdely known and understood as a
preservative in the ancient worl@hristians are supposed to be a preservativesn thi
world, “Ye are the salt of the earth” (Matt 5:13)esus taught that Christians are to be
preserving agent to a dying world! Therefore, @eistian should bythe law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,”thrive during periods of disaster in: the econohmalth;
and natural circumstances; in these instancestthieg glory to God Almighty in whom
they place their trust and by whom they are dedgér

Let’s notice a specific example where the distomcietween those who have a covenant
with their God and those who do not have a coveisantplain sight. By implication, the
“law of sin and death” declares that a human beihg goes into deep water without a life-
saving device during a storm will naturally drovenhis death. However, with the help of
Jesus, Peter stepped out on the water duringma stod he walked on the surface of the
water! Through Jesus, Peter was not subject ttathef sin and death! Paul explains
why, “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesushath made me freieom the law of sin
and death” (Rom 8:2).

Just like Peter, Christians today are not sulifetthe law of sin and death!” Because of
their freedom from the law of sin, they are nothauized to tempt God, “thou shalt not
tempt the Lord thy God” (Luke 4:12); however, tiseyely are authorized to clainthe

law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,®especially during times of grave danger! When
Christians vocally claim “the law of the Spirit kifie in Christ Jesus,” they even have the
power to suspend or override the natural forcasatdre. Once the Christian realizes that
he is “the Righteousness of God,” he begins tolspad act quite differently, “The mouth
of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tondkettaof judgment. 31 The law of his
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God is in his hearfhone of his stepshall slide (Ps 37:30-31). Born-again Christians are
people of faith and their words are spoken wordwith, “The word is nigh thee, even in
thy mouth, and in thy heart: that tee word of faiti (Rom 10:8). This verse presents
quite a different set of circumstances for “thesperof faith” as opposed to those who do
not have a covenant with their God. The “uncircised” in heart remain undé&he law

of sin and death,those “Whose mouth speaketh vanity, and theirt tigimd is a right

hand of falsehood” (Ps 144:8)! The Christian eeffrom“the law of sin and death!”
Therefore, as they learn and begin to claim an@exhe promises of life, they enter into
the powerful understanding that they are not sulgethe same circumstances as the
natural human!

It is difficult even for the born-again Christiam dperate in this mode of believing faith.
Too many Christians just dorféel as if they are worthy! Howevdeeling one’s way
through any circumstance is simply not proper lfi@r person of faith. Regarding this point
of feeling, we should take a lesson from the natural wonhdly @ blind man would rely on
feeling his way through any unfamiliar circumstasic®o too is it with those Christians
who remain “spiritually blind!” Christians who conually seek to “feel” God’s presence,
flirt with doubt and therefore they choose to lingethat “spiritually blind” condition!
Christians are supposedknow that God is continually with them, “for he hathdsd will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb 13:5)é Christian is supposed to stand firm on
God’s word in believing faith!

Christians, who choose that mode of believing fd#gin to believe and act on the
promises of God. They have Abraham’s grandsombJ®dhose name means “the
supplanter/schemer;)as an example. Through the process of hisJdepb eventually
began to walk in the meaning of his new name, Igk&&ich means “the prince or
overcomer with God” — Notice the Bible’s use of the names, Jacob — Israel. Each name
conveys to us when he is operating correspondinglye flesh or in the spirit!yAnd

Jacob vowed a vow, sayind,God will be with me, and will keep me in this winat | go
(Here we find Jacob wanting his God to lead hirprtavide for him, and to protect him;
therefore he placed “conditions” upon God! — Notite “If — Then” conditional nature of
the verse,)and will give me bread to eat, and raiment togyt21 So that | come again to
my father's house in peaghen shall the LORD be my GAdGen 28:20-21). We can
observe Jacob in a subsequent passage where kdeagtiemony about how God Almighty
proved Himself that He in fact was Jacob’s God, dAet us arise, and go up to Bethel; and
I will make there an altar unt8od, who answered me in the day of my distressl was

with me in the way(path)which | went 4 And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods
which were in their hand . . . atite terror of God was upon the cities that were mul
about them and they did not pursue after the sons of Jaf@bh 35:3-5).

Once Jacob began to serve and trust in his Goldath¢o learn that God also directed his
path Notice Jacob’s words concerning Godnd was with me in the wafpath)which |
went” In fact, Jacob’s God never did abandon him ochikiren. Just like their father
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Jacob, the children of Israel had to learn to feltbe paths that their God set before them!
So today also we Christians must learn to folloevplaths that the Lord sets out before us!

God always led the children of Israel; however dften led them through seemingly
illogical pathways! God’s paths are almost alwbggond the realm of human
understanding, “And it came to pass, when Pharadhédt the people go, th@bod led

them not through the way (path)of the land of the Philistines (To the land that God had
given to Abraham)although that was nedor God said, Lest peradventure the people
repent when they see war, and they return to EgypButGod led the people about,
through the way(path)of the wilderness of the Red seand the children of Israel went up
harnessed out of the land of Egypt” (Ex 13:17-18xstead of experiencing sure war, God
led His people to the seeming dead-end of the Regl I9e did this in order that they would
become familiar with his miraculous ways and lg@artrusting His leadership, “that they
may learn to fear me all the days that they shadlupon the earth” (Deut 4:10)! So too,
must Christians learn to walk in faith through amtstances that seem odd, “without faith
it is impossible to please him” (Heb 11:6).

We have been learning the various distinctions betwthe “circumcised in heart” and the
“uncircumcised in heart.” The ancient nation ofld failedto continually maintain that
distinction between themselves and the nationsrartitem. So too must the Christian
maintain the distinction between those who havevewant with their God and those who
do not! We Christians can only be successful atoll@v the leadership of God Almighty
andtrust in Him to sustain us! As we follow his lead, washabandon the path and
therefore abandon the feam which “the law of sin and death” holds its cags.

We all should want to be led by God! But, whatsitee leading of God mean for each of
us? Let’s observe a story in the life of king Sabbse father Kish had sent Saul to find
donkeys which had become lost. Not having foureddibnkeys after several days, Saul
became concerned that his father might be morei@gabout his son than the donkeys, so
he indicated to his servant that they should goehohtowever, Saul’s servant shared some
awesome revelation, “And Ihe servant of Saugaid unto him, Behold nowhere is in

this city aman of Godand he is an honourable man; all that he saitietio surely to

pass: now let us go thither; peradventueecan shew us our wafpath)that we should

go’ (1 Sam 9:5-6). In other words, Saul’'s servantiseld him that they should inquire at
the hand of the man of God! Perhaps the man ofv@add make their way prosperous.
We who seek to follow God'’s direction and path neelkarn that in some instances, God
leads us through a man of God.

However, beyond following after a man of God, Ciiss need to learn that God
continually keepslis own eyeon those that follow after Him. God keeps His egeHis
children to deliver, to feed, and to protect théat trust in Him, “Beholdthe eye of the
LORD is upon them that fear himmpon them that hope in his mer¢y9 To deliver their
soulfrom death andto keep them alive in famine. .because we have trusteal his holy
name” (Ps 33:18-21). Indeed, more than keepingyeson us, God guides us with His
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eye, ‘1 will instruct thee and teach theen the way(path)which thou shalt gol will

guide theewith mine eyé (Ps 32:8). God, Himself becomes our guide. btiow the
New King James Version describes one certain PsS&imghteousness will go before Him,
And shall makeHis footsteps our pathwdy(Ps 85:13) NKJV. In this passage we learn
that God’s own steps become our path.

Stated as simply as possible the Book of Proverhshtus to follow the ways or the paths
of God, “Enter not intdhe pathof the wicked and go not inthe way(path) of evil men 15
Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and passagw . . 18But the path of the justs as the
shining light, that shineth more and more unto theerfect day 19 Theway (path) of the
wickedis as darknessthey know not at what they stumble” (Prov 4:14-19et again,
from that last passage we should recognize that e merely two paths for the human:

(1) thepath of the justand

(2) theway of the wicked.

The Christian must sedke leadership of GodL&ad mein thy truth, and_teach mefor
thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do | vadlithe day” (Ps 25:5). Here David
asked for God'’s leadership; however, he was wiltmmgvait(That is to say, he was willing
to patiently look to God in full expectation of hegjuest.) Notice other usages of the word
wait, “But they thatvait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; theyllshaunt up

with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not barweand they shall walk, and not faint”
(Isa 40:31). Those who patiently wait in faithéxpectation of their request are never left
in a state of shame because God did not perfomd tlaou shalt know that | am the
LORD: forthey shall not be ashamed that wait for ingsa 49:23); “TheLORD is good
unto them_that wait for himto the soul that seeketh him. R goodthat a man should
both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of th©RD” (Lam 3:25-26). Christians
must begin to hope for and expect deliverance fitterhand of their God, “the LORD's
hand is not shortened, that it cannot save” (Is&)59As the words of the song about
Lazarus’ death and resurrection go, “Isn’t it gredten He’s four days late; He’s still on
time!” God always delivers His children! Mary aNthrtha learned this after four days of
death!

We must realize that along with the guarantee b¥el@nce, the word of God promises
that He will direct our paths! We have God’s dirpromise that He will always lead us,
“Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy Onésidel; | am the LORD thy God
which teacheth thee to profithich leadeth thedyy the waypath)that thou shouldest

go’ (Isa 48:17). God has promised to lead us invithg that we should go, “He maketh me
to lie down in green pasturdse leadeth méeside the still waters. 3 He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth meén the paths of righteousnedsr his name's sake” (Ps 23:2-3).

When His paths become our paths, we are promisssibgs from God, “The LORD hath
sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of hisrgjtie, Surely | will no more give thy corn
to be meat for thine enemies; and the sons ofttaager shall not drink thy wine, for the
which thou hast laboured. 9 Biley that have gathered it shall eat &nd praise the
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LORD; and they that have brought it together stialik it” (Isa 62:8-9). The people of
God need to rely on His leadership and blessirvgd, one may ask, “How does/will God
lead me?”

Today, the Holy Spirit is our leader, “Howbeit whie@, the Spirit of truth, is combe will
guide youinto all truth: for he shall not speak of himsdlfit whatsoever he shall hear, that
shall he speak: artte will shew youhings to come” (John 16:13). Our personal and
individual guide is the Holy Spirit of God! We nmidsave faith that God leads and protects
those who patiently wait on the LORD! However, mvast continually recognize that there
is a distinction between those who live in covenaitih God Almighty through the Holy
Spirit and those who do not!

The distinction between those who have covenariit @ad Almighty and those who do

not is directly associated with one’s attachmenttte law of sin and death.” The clear

distinction is Life —versus— Death! Notice how @flithe following scriptures explicitly or

implicitly make that clear distinction:

* ‘“Forsake the foolish, arlile; and go in the way of understanding” (Prov 9:6).

*  Wisdom said, “But he that sinneth against me wrtmgés own soul: all they that hate riowe death
(Prov 8:36).

e “Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but rightenesslelivereth from death(Prov 10:2).

* “Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but rightesmesslelivereth from death(Prov 11:4).

e “As righteousness tendethlite: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his @eath’ (Prov 11:19).

« Inthe way of righteousnesslife; and in the pathway thereof there isdeathi’ (Prov 12:28).

e “The law of the wise is a fountain tife, to depart from the snaresadatt’ (Prov 13:14).

e “The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: the tighteous hath hope in ldeath' (Prov 14:32).

« “Death and lifeare in the power of the tongue: and they that logsball eat the fruit thereof” (Prov
18:21).

e ‘“thus saith the LORD; Behold, | set before you ey oflife, and the way ofleath’ (Jer 21:8).

e “Cast away from you all your transgressions, whengbhave transgressed; and make you a new heart

and a new spirit: for why will ydie, O house of Israel? 32 For | have no pleasurkadéathof him

thatdieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves lare ye” (Ezek 18:31-32).

“He that heareth my word, and believeth on hint geat me, hatkverlastinglife, and shall not come

into condemnation; but igassed from death unto lifgJohn 5:24).

So why do Christians die? With our bodf#dsat is, in our flesh)we serve the law of sin,
“So then with the mind | myself serve the law ofdGbut with the fleslhe law of sirf
(Rom 7:25). Clearly, the flesterves “the law of sin and death!” But | do netve that
law of death! Since | do not servihé law of sin and deathin my spirit or in my mind,
just in my flesh, when can | expect deliverancefi@od? Now consider Paul’'s answer to
our question as he explains just whes should expedeliverancefrom God, “But we
had(past tense)he sentence of death in ourselves, that we shmilttust in ourselves,
but in God which raiseth the dead: 10 Who delivépest tensgus from so great a death,
and doth delive(present tense in whom we trust thdte will yet deliveus(future

tensg” (2 Cor 1:9-10). The Biblical answer is clearet@hristian should expect
deliverance from Jesus Christ at all times inclgdhre past, present, and the future!
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One cannot be delivered out of something that Im@tisn; therefore it appears that our
fleshmaysuffer death! However, evéinwe die that should not occur because of God’s
promise that we have lived a long and prosperdes Even then that death is only
temporary, “For he must reign, till he hath putalemies under his feet. Zée last
enemy that shall be destroyed is déath Cor 15:25-26). Jesus will destroy that ddagh
a resurrection, “For since by man came death, hy caae also the resurrection of the
dead” (1 Cor 15:21). Jesus gives immortality taa in our spirit and in our minds and
he will also bring the resurrection from the deatet in our flesh! Notice when this
resurrection is set to take place, “In a momenthétwinkling of an eyeat the last trump
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shalaised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed” (1 Cor 15:52).

So what about “the law of sin and death?” Are emvants of the law of death, “Know ye
not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servantsbeyp his servants ye are to whom ye
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obediende ughteousness?” (Rom 6:16). No!
Through righteousness we have gone beyond deathwken ye were the servants of sin,
ye were free from righteousness. 21 What fruit yethen in those things whereof ye are
now ashamed? for the end of those things is d€Ribrh 6:20-21). Death existed in us in
the past; but it does not live in us today. Wetaréve in Christ! Therefore, we are not
condemned for anything that we do while in this,lifThere is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, wdil& not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in CstiJesus hath made me free fribva law of
sin and death (Rom 8:1-2).

Jesus Christ begins an awesome process which tétynasults in eternal life in the
Christian; “he that raised up Christ from the dshdll alsagquicken(meaning to place that
“zoe” form of life in) your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth iouy (Rom 8:11).
Jesus went through the same process which autddrizeto give uszoe” life, “For

Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the jastlie unjust, that he might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh, lmuickenedby the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18). The placing of
His “zoe” form life into His people starts a prosdkat can actually be mapped. Once we
have been givetfzoe” life, we begin to call upon His namejuicken(“zoe”) us, and we
will call upon thy name” (Ps 80:18). Christiang given this'zoe” form of eternal life
through the word of Godgticken(“zoe”) thou me according to thy word” (Ps 119:25).
After they have receivetzoe” life from Jesus Christ through the word of Godri€tians
are placed upon God's paths, “Turn away mine e beholding vanitythe old way
“path” of life) ; andquicken(“zoe”) thou me in thy waypath) (Ps 119:37). Once the
Christian is placed upon the paths of God theyrbegialk as the righteousness of God,
“he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew nothiat we might be madée
righteousness of Goth him” (2 Cor 5:21); as the Psalmist saiquicken(“zoe”) me in

thy righteousness” (Ps 119:40).
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“Zoe” or eternal life is given to God'’s people only thgh faith! By definition, Enoch was
a man of faith, By faith Enoch was translatetlat he should not see degthnd was not
found, because God had translated him: for befaré&rdnslation he had this testimony,
that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is imggble to please hirfor he that cometh
to God must believe that he @nd that he is a rewarder of them that diligently sekin”
(Heb 11:5-6). This passage unequivocally teadmatsEnoch diligently sought after and
became a man of faith; further, it teaches thatdemme an example for us of someone
who placed his complete trust in God! Why is Ens@&xample so critical to our
understanding? Because there is coming a gene@tiChristians who like Enoch will
never see deathather, they will remain alive unto the comingtioé Lord! Our generation
is quite probably that very generation which walsg from life to life eternal without the
intervention of death, “we which aadive and remain unto the coming of the Lorsghall

not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the horgself shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and withtrump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first: 17 Thewe which are alive and remain shall be caught ugéther with
them in the cloudsto meet the Lord in the air!” (1 Thess 4:15-1Therefore, God will
reveal special things to this generation, “Surbby/tord GOD will do nothing, bute
revealeth his secret unto his servahtaany new aspects of His word that He has never
before revealed, shall we begin to understand!

Paul spoke of our “treasure in earthen vessels'ramelaled that we are never destroyed,
“Always bearing about in the body the dying of tleed Jesusthat the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest in our bod¢§1 For we which live are alway delivered untotdea
for Jesus' sakéhat the life also of Jesus might be made manifasbur mortal flesh 12
So then death worketh in (idere Paul reveals that some are ordained to didendthers
are intended to liveput life in you. . . 14 Knowing that he which raised up the Ldedus
shall raise ups also by Jesus, and shall present us wvath(notice that Paul cites two
different groups ‘us’ and ‘you”(2 Cor 4:6-14). In this next passage, we willexlse how
Paul clearly expressed that he believed that heatigthad the choice of “life” or “death.”
He wrote, “so now also Christ shall be magnifiedny body,whether it be by life, or by
death 21 Forto meto liveis Christ, and to dies gain. 22 Bultf | live in the fleshthis is
the fruit of my labouryet what | shall chooséwot not(This life or death decisiofor

Paul presented to him a great dillema2B For | am in a strait betwixt two, having aides
to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far betR4 Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is
more needful for you” (Phil 1:20-24).

There indeed is a “way (path) that seems right antoan,” and all of livingpsuche”
humanity is on that path toward death. Howeverjsiians are following God’s path,
which leads to eternatoe” life!
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