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Have you ever experienced the bursting of awarethassatan
and his demons have directed their attack agams2 yDuring
troublesome interludes such as these, it may seanptoblems
are breaking out all over!

It is easy to overreact during these troublesomesiwhen problems
seem to break forth on every side. All too oftenimg these instances,
we give more credit to satan and his demons theyndbserve.

Most of us may recognize the Biblical term, “to $tuiorth” like waters. Does
that Biblical term mean anything to you? Have goar experienced a torrent
of rain? Most of us don't live where torrentialnraare normal. However, in
those rare instances when they do come upon us,ithene thing for sure;
the natural human simply can do nothing abouf! untamed torrential rain
IS an unstoppable force as God has already denatestrl, even |, do bring
a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy aBHl, wherein is the breath of
life” (Gen 6:17). One word that we can use to dbsca torrent is that it is
completely overwhelming. At one time or anotheeach of our lives we
probably have an experience where natural forces aterly overwhelmed
us.

What | am endeavoring to convey through this opgserction is the concept of
complete vulnerability! Humans can experiencesdirig of utter helplessness when
they are being completely overwhelmed by their epetkecircumstances!

One afternoon twenty years ago while vacationingamvaii with my family we all went
bodysurfing. The waves had continually intensifesdthe afternoon grew toward evening!
Obviously, we were having a grand old time on thadh. It seemed that the more we
grew capable of riding the ever increasing waveddhger they became. We later learned
that there had been a storm out somewhere Nofttaaf and it created what is known to
the Hawaiians as a “swell.” The waves ultimateigvgthat day up to approximately 25
feet in height. Earlier in the day while the wavesre merely at the10 to 15 foot level, |
was picked up by a wave and thrust toward the sihongever, something about that
specific wave overwhelmed me as it flipped anddilg slammed me to the bottom of the
ocean floor. The result was that | hit the sanclyam floor flat on my back. You might not
immediately realize the natural reaction when beailaghmed to the floor.

Let me demonstrate the normal reaction when oreegl@tinmed flat on their back. You
react by taking a deep, quick gasp! — Now imagioi@g that while tons of salt water are
literally pouring upon you! Needless to say, | watslly overwhelmed! | felt utterly and
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completely helpless and under the absolute commtgotiower of that relentless ocean! |
physically struggled to get out of the ocean eshialed water and gasped for air!

Have you ever felt out of control in your spiritusttles against satan? Has it ever left you
feeling overwhelmed and at the bottom of the oce@h@ fifty-fourth chapter of Isaiah is
the story of a womaf(the church or Bride of Jesus Christho is left to fight against the
“waster;” however, her husband vindicates and ptstleer as He promises victory, “thou
shalt break forth on the right hand and on thé [é$a 54:3). Notice in the Biblical
account of this verse that it is the bride whaistireak forth!” From God’s perspective,
the woman is actually supposed to be taking baskdmund! The Lord continues His
promises, “Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashameiiher be thou confounded; for thou
shalt not be put to shame” (Isa 54:4)! The Hushkgo®k on to define His support, “For
thisis asthe waters of Noah unto me (The Lord views His promises as He would view a
sacred covenant!for as| have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over
theearth . . . 14In righteousness shalt thou be established: thou shalt be far from
oppression; for thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall not come near thee (We

all should have noticed by now that terror is th@mtool used by the enemy against
humanity!) 15 Behold, they shall surely gather together nmitoy me whosoever shall
gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake (Here we find God proclaiming dire
consequences upon our enemiekbBehold, | have created the smith that bloweth the
coalsin thefire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for hiswork; and | have created
the waster to destroy (obviously this is an allusion to satan the devil)7 No weapon that

is formed against thee shall prosper (notice that this promise is in the presenénd every
tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage
of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousne®f me, saith the LORD.” (Isa. 54.9-
17). God Almighty has an ancient enemy! Therefinee we are His children, His
enemies have become our enemies; however, He ajwatects and preserves us!

In the 14th chapter of the First Book of Chronidlesre is a story of King David that
describes in verses 8-10 how the Philistines cameagainst Israel when they heard that
David was anointed King over the entire nation.viDaought an answer from God if he
should pursue his enemies and the Lord told higive chase! We now pick-up the story,
“So they came up to Baal-perazim; and David snmwtentthere. Then David said, God
hath broken in upon mine enemies by mine handthikdreaking forth of waters:

therefore they called the name of that place Bagdkgpm” (1 Chron 14:11)Perazim” as

in the following, “How hast thobroken forth? thisbreach be upon thee: therefore his
name was called Pharez” (Gen 38:29), means toKhheaugh,” accordingly, it should be
easily associated that “Baal-perazim means the bbtde Break Through!” We can learn
from David through this story that God is able bweak through” all of our problems! God
can take us beyond our problems if we will but cgbn Him in believing faith We must
realize that our God is the “God of the Break Tyt

All too often instead of calling upon God to hekp“treak through” our problems, we
thoughtlessly give license to the forces of théefalvorld which seek to keep us in
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bondage! My dad often voiced a then-common ad&gyery time that | get a nickel
ahead, | break a shoestring!” This saying in ftisehot necessarily malicious or evil;
however it promotes a negative attitude and more impdlgtaingives voiceto the unseen
spirit forces that “hold back,” rather than to ttasho move the individual forward!
Realize, satan is only, “as a roaring lion” (1 P&t&). This means that he is not a lion;
justasone! His most distinguished characteristic ig tleroars out to us the false
message that humanity is doomed to failure.

In the story of David that we just reviewed, it sesethat the Philistines whose hero was
Goliath, soorforgot the source of David’s dominance. David uid hide his source of
victory! Instead, he boldly proclaimed, “I cometheein the name of the LORD of hosts,
the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hased&f{l Sam 17:45). The Philistines
must have forgotten that David still worshipped shene God who defeated Goliath! They
did not realize that David’s power came throughahaing his faith in the covenant that he
shared with his God! David completely dependednupod. This is so simple it is almost
lost on us! David thoroughly understood that Gpelcsgalizes in the impossible. Like
Moses, he understood, “the LORD your God is hedbath with you, to fight for you
against your enemies’ (Deut 20:4). God came out like a flood and brékeh against
David’'s enemy, “God hath broken in upon mine ensrbgmine hand likéhe breaking
forth of waters!” All of satan’s devices will be swept away wheme act like David and
utterly rely on the Almighty. Do you trust Godfight your battles?

We must realize that when God moves in our favetgrsis unable to stop Hi§&od’s)
overwhelming force! Yet a skeptic who has someilfarity with the Bible might ask,
“Doesn’t the Bible teach just the opposite, thaasanoves like a flood against the
Christian? After all, Isaiah wrot&8)Vhen the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spi

of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.” Doesn’t that verse indicate just the
opposite of what we have been studying? Isaiathtsathat satan certainly can come
against us like a flood and overwhelm us!” Thielof questioning does voice a question
that needs to be answered. Now, open your Biblsaiah Chapter 59:19, once you have
read that verse, | suspect that you might acknoydebat your interpretation might
actually agree with the views offered by our “skept

Maintaining our view that God will utterly protegs is difficult; especially when we
remember that the Biblical flood in the time of Moaverwhelmed everything! When we
truly understand that a Biblical flood completelyeowhelms, then this concept or
realization creates a real problem. The factas ifht is possible for satan to come against
us like a flood, then it would be impossible fortasontain his onslaught. However, the
Bible teaches that satan cannot overwhelmTlss presents a real dilemma. Let’s study
Isaiah’s passage as we seek understanding anficel@on.

When one reads Isa 59:19 it does at first seemdicate that it may be possible for satan
to sweep us away just like that wave swept me amayslammed me on the ocean floor!
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Now carefully consider the following question. ipossible for satan to sweep us away
and slam us to the flodas it werep NO! Absolutely Not! And | will prove it to ydu

Biblical and even natural floods utterly carry tpgnaway! They wipe out whatever is in
their path. During the time of Noah, God usedbadlto wipe out the people from off the
face of the earth, “the LORD said, | will destrommwhom | have created from the face of
the earth; both man, and beast” (Gen 6:7). Thetpeithat floods totally wipe things out.
What we must realize isthat God has never given satan the ability to totally wipe us out!

The “Biblical flood” is a powerful force! With than mind we can relate how a flood
cannot be contained; it does whatever its will$®, if satan could come against us like a
flood then we would be helpless to stop his ovelmirgy force against us. Yet the
scripture teaches us differently, “greater is ra thin you, than he that is in the world” (1
John 4:4).

The nineteenth verse in Isaiah é&veys not even a hint that the devil can overwhelm the
Christian! Let us read that same verse again gha slight change in the location of the
comma(Remember, punctuation was not in the original' téitte translators added it in
an attempt to promote understanding. In this instathey actually created a
misunderstanding by their placement of the comiirtee point is that when we move the
comma three words earlier, we are doing no harrtheotext!) “When the enemy shall
camein, like aflood the Spirit of the LORD shall lift upstandard against him” (Isa
59:19). Notice what that slight change in the capusition brings to the verse! Let’s
read and discuss the difference from the KJV thewipusly read as follows\When the
enemy shall comein like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standaghanst
him” (Isa 59:19). The biblical message supportgadther scriptures is that when the
enemy shall come in against your family, finandesglth, peace, happiness, etc; like an
overwhelming flood the Almighty will fight againghat foe!

We must realize that satan is limited! We neestop proclaiming that the devil has
performed this or that great thing against us. n&ed to stop attributing all that extra
power and credit to the devil! He literally feemls the credit and those foolish words
through which we attribute to him such great powEne Bible nowhere teaches that satan
is awesome; rather it teaches that God is the Ames0ne!

So what exactly does it mean that God shall lifauggandard against him? It rather sounds
as if God has promised to raise some kind of aiflagyder to scare-off the enemy. Isn’t
that what a “standard” does? Used in the nondabBense, the elders in our midst will
recall the old “Cowboys and Indians” classics @& gast. Usually when the Indians had
the settlers completely surrounded and about reabg wiped out, the cavalry would ride
in and save the day! The most notable elemerttseafimpending arrival were the sound
of the trumpet and the flag briskly waving above ttoops! However, this is not the kind
of scene that Isaiah 59:19 portrays.

There is a mystery imbedded here in the originddrel word. That Hebrew word
“nuwc” pronounced (noos) is translated into the Englishdwstandard.” It can be found
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160 times in the Old Testament; however, 159 tilnewans “to flee or to leave!”_Only
once in our key verse is that word translated intoEnglish as “standard.” So what were
the original translators trying to convey to us?s kertainly true that the raising of a
standard or flag, which symbolizes the presen@epdwerful forcgas in the case of the
cavalry), will cause the enemy to flee; however, that isthe exact message embedded in
this verse from Isaiah.

We who speak the English language have learneatigasure method of figuring out what
any word means is to simply consult the dictiona®ne dictionary defines “standard” as:
“That which is established by sovereign power agdeor as a measure by which other
objects are to be adjusted.” Let’s carefully netibis definition: “That which is

established by a sovereign poviris sovereign would obviously be God Almightiyl)
essence, God has established a rule or standareke &ontinue with the verse we realize
that God has established a rule or measure that tileeenemy shall come in against one
of God'’s children, God will cause His power to lidosth like a flood that overwhelms the
devil! Get the picture! Here is another way ted@e the rule that God has established: If
the devil ever comes against you in any form, (fmal, family strife, health, etc.) then
God Almighty will come on the scene like a flooddahe bursting forth of His power will
make it so satan cannot hold back what God haasetkin your favor! However, this rule
does not convey to wghen God will appear on the scene. God will come lmit n
necessarily immediately. He always shows up; bueéntwo late nor too early. He is
always on time!

WE OPERATE UNDER A STANDARD! This is a powerfulleuthat all of creation is
subject to, even satan! God knew that satan wattdatk His children! However, you and
| are soldiers in God’s army and there is a powetfie made in our behalf that we can
begin to depend upon! Whenever we suffer an atfiake need to do is bring out Isaiah
59:19 and claim it,When the enemy shall comelike a flood the Spirit of the LORD
shall lift up a standar(tule) against him” (Isa 59:19)! It is perfectly legaldquote this rule
to the devil and his malicious cohorts!

We have earlier read what Isaiah wrote, “Beholth\e created the smith that bloweth the
coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an iastent for his work; and | have created the
waster (referring to satan}o destroy.” (Isa 54:16). Many believe and ditis passage as
one of their proof texts that God is completelypmssible for satan’s existence. We must
understand that prior to the creation of the e&thd created a being that He originally
named as Lucifer, meaning his God given resporntsgsilwere as, “the light bringer.”
However, Lucifer’s pride caused him to transformmmrph himself into something
entirely different, “Thou wast perfect in thy walyem the day that thou wast creatéd,
iniquity was found in thee” (Ezek 28:15). Satan fashioned his own heart tdvexil. He
planned a rebellion against the Almighty, “tbou hast said in thine heart, | will ascend
into heaven, | will exalt my throne above the st#Er&od” (Isa 14:13). The very thing that
made Lucifer beautiful, which was his brightnesedmee his downfall, “Thine heart was
lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast coraiptg wisdomby reason of thy
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brightness’ (Ezek 28:17). If you are interested in a deapwterstanding of the origin of
evil, you may obtain a copy of “Evil, Where diccitme from?”
http://www.rivkah.org/PDFs/021010.pdf You can obtain a free copy of tRevkah

Ministries Bible Study from your own computer by visiting ars the World Wide Web at:
http://www.rivkah.org

In any case, God Almighty created this being whaphed himself into something
different from that which God originally intendednito be! Nevertheless, the LORD of
Hosts always remains supreme and He always masntammplete authority and control
over all of His creation! Since God created sasa free moral agent and with the ability
to make his own choices, God made all of creatimolutely subject to certain of His
established rules; no matter how His subjects nmgiwbrk themselves!

As we noted earlier, God was fully aware of dareget therefore possible attacks against
the sons of God; therefore one of His previoustgldshed rules was designed to protect
those growing into sonship! In essence those wia@haim that standard can battle
against satan and win every time! We have alreddgrved the standard; however, let’s
look at it one more time: If the devil ever comegsiast you in any form, (financial, family,
health, etc.) all you need to do is claim the and then God Almighty will come on the
scene like a flood and the bursting forth of hisvpowill make it so satan cannot hold back
what God has released in your favor! The power®@wl releases in our favor is called
GRACE!

So how are we supposed to act when under attatikebyevil? We are to quietly rest
under the promise that God is always there to gs/protection! Yes! Circumstances may
seem bleak, however, we are children of faith ardare to claim God'’s deliverance even
when faced with the appearance of destruction!idddtow that passage about the
destroyer ends No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue
that shall rise against thee in judgment thou st@itlemnThisisthe heritage of the
servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LOREX 54:17). God
made us to be winners! This passage gives usaawltess of God’s standard or rule
which He made on our behalf. God has always gobusred. We are His heritage — His
children! He constantly has His eyes on us.

Let’s notice another Biblical passage that givetn@ss to the concept of the rule or
standard which God has established. We obserieisecond book of Corinthians, “Now
thanks be unto Godavhich always causeth usto triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest
the savour of his knowledge by us in every pla@Co6r 2:14). According to God’s new
covenant, we always win!

No, it is not satan who sends a flood against Hilemen of God; rather, it is God who
sends the flood against satan and his demonscé\tbie only place where the Bible makes
mention of satan sending forth a flood, “the setmast out of his mouth water as a flood
after the woman, that he might cause her to beéecbaway of the flood. 16 And the earth
helped the woman, and the earth opened her maudhs\@allowed up the flood which the
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dragon cast out of his mouth” (Rev 12:15-16). his instance, God even causes the earth
to help the woman as it swallows up the flood sentirom the devil! Demons are actually
fearful of thesons of God, “they cried out, saying, What have we to do wiitbee, Jesus,
thou Son of God? art thou come hithéo torment us before the time (Interesting, the
demons know that their future is one of tormenufta on by the sons of God{(Matt

8:29). In the last verse we observe the devilsnitey that the “sons of God” actually
cause torment to their fallen realm, “Behold, Iegivnto you power ttread on serpents

and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and notkimgjl by any means hurt
you” (Luke 10:19).

One might ask, “So why hasn’'t God'’s rule been fedffor the last two thousand years?
What makes our generation so different? Why camalvef a sudden begin to claim God’s
rule now?” To best understand why the rule hamgegly not been in operation for that
last twenty centuries let’s begin by noticing Jésumds, “ye made the commandment of
God of none effect by your tradition” (Matt 15:6)esus here teaches that humanity can
actually render God’s decrees or rules of nonecgff€he church as a corporate whole has
traditionally believed that they were under the doan of satah After all, doesn’t the

Bible say as much, “In whomime god of thisworld hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not” (2 Cor 4:4). Notice that the exaatseewhich identifies satan as the “god of
this world” also makes another important point relgeg how satan has maintained his
rule. It says that he has, “blinded thends of themwhich believe not!” This verse teaches
us that blindness and unbelief are powerful tduds $atan employs. In other words, if he
can get us to either lose sight of God'’s rule adamehow stop believing in the rule, then
we will not claim through faith any of the rulesatthave been designed to give assistance
on our behalf! If we do not claim the rule througlth as our heritage, then the rule will
not work in our lives, “But without faith it is ingssible to please him: for he that cometh
to God must believe that he is, and that he isvamger of them that diligently seek him”
(Heb 11:6). The answer is simple, if we do notéharth in and claim the rule then it will
not work for us; and therefore from the world’s gctive, the rulappears to not work!

Our modern society demonstrates to us how one havst faith in and claim even man’s
earthly regulations. Let me explain: How many ofiknow who Rosa Parks is? What is
it that brings a mark of distinction to her namé/hat famous act did she perform?

Rosa Parks is the black woman who refused to leetln inferior human being while

riding a bus in the south during the late 195@®#$eclaimed that she was entitled to “equal
rights under the law” to sit wherever she chosegskiélent Abraham Lincoln along with
thousands of soldiers gave their lives to upholddeenand nearly 100 years before Rosa’s
claim. However, for ninety-some years even thatlnghlaw of the land was clearly in her
favor, black people had failed to achieve equditsginder the law. The condition of
discrimination persisted because they had becomestamed to their oppression! In the
same fashion, humans must have total faith in &gichaheir rights as they are freed from
the bondage of satan through Jesus Christ, “thefdine Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath
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made me free from the law of sin and death” (Ro®).8The next Bible Study will focus
on “the law of sin and death.”

God has established a rule or standard. Simplgdtareads, “Thoyfallen spirit world)
easily insert your name on that dotted line! Satamand does cause us difficulties in life;
however, we are free from his dominion! Insteatas is always subject to God’s rules!
The devil ruled over Adam and Eve in the gardensarmbequently over all of mankind.
However, we have been set free from satan. Asa@gnize our standing in the New
Testament as the “Righteousness of God,” thenuleeor standard which we have
observed from Isaiah 59:19, comes into effect &r However, just like Rosa Parks we
must stand up for and vigorously claim, in the pre® of the angelic kingdom, those
blood bought rights!

The Christian is repaid for his/her trouble frorne drevil! In fact we get double for our
trouble! We observe as the prophet writes, “Farryghameye shall have double’ (Isa
61:7)! Even Zechariah makes this observation piygoners of hope: even to day do |
declare that will render double unto thee” (Zech 9:12).

There is a fanciful opening in the secret agemd@#mMovie, “Die Another Day;” James
Bond comes riding on a surf board on the cresttafad wave! He rides in on the wave
during the opening scenes of the movie! James Boimtredibly puny to the point that
there is no comparison; however, this ought to neluis of our God who rides upon the
flood, “The LORD sitteth upon the flood” (Ps 29:1@)is means that unlike any of His
creation the Almighty is the only one who has tbeer to harness the mighty overflowing
waters!

There is no way that we can ever lose! Satan’s day'god of this world” are numbered.
He does not have power to bring a flood againsbtide of Christ, “The floods have lifted
up, O LORD, thdloods have lifted up their voice; théoods lift up their waves. 4 The
LORD on high is mightier than the noise of manyevrst yea, than the mighty waves of the
sea” (Ps 93:3-4). On the contrary, God is the@®of the mighty flood against His
enemies, “The LORD is good, a strong hold in the afarouble; and he knoweth them

that trust in him. 8 But with an overrunnifigod he will make an utter end of the place
thereof, and darkness shall pursue his enemiedi (N&38).

God is our defender! We need to realize thatmes of trouble He defends us, “He only is
my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; | shatlbe moved. 7 In God is my salvation
and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refug in God. 8 Trust in him at all times;
ye peoplepour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah (Ps 62:6-8). We
are to pour our hearts out to Him, “I poured outcoynplaint before him; | shewed before
him my trouble. 3¥hen my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou knewest my
path. In the way wherein | walked have they privaid a snare for me” (Ps 142:2-3).
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Yes, we have all experienced times when satan snahihions have directed their attack
against us! Yes, there are times when it seentgrthebles are breaking out all over!
However, we cannot overreact during these troubhesimstances when problems seem to
be breaking forth on every side. All we need tasdleemember God's standard. We must
call upon our God who will “break forth” like an emvhelming flood against our enemies.
As in the life of David we can experience God wogkin our behalf, “the LORD hath
broken forth upon mine enemies before me, as thacbrof waters” (2 Sam 5:20).

Oh yes, the violent waters will come against usiwidver they will never overwhelm us.
Therefore, just like Rosa Parks and King Davidpdtérm upon Jesus Christ and your
rights under the laws of God! If we do so we Wi like the wise man, “which built his
house upon a rock: 25 And the rain descended,hanfldods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house; and it fell not: forasviounded upon a rock.” (Matt 7:24-25).

The bible clearly teaches that we are to standupudorights under God’s lawStand fast
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath maderee” (Gal 5:1), knowing that “the
foundation of Godtandeth sure” (2 Tim 2:19). Paul told us to put on armdthat ye
may be able tavithstand in the evil day, and having done all,gand. 14 Stand

therefore” (Eph 6:13-14); as you stand keep yoesen Jesus, “By whom also we have
access by faith into this grace whereinstand” (Rom 5:2).

Realize that, “thostandest by faith” (Rom 11:20); thereforestand fast in one spirit”
(Phil 1:27). My earnest prayer for you is, “that maystand perfect and complete in all
the will of God” (Col 4:12). John asks, “Who shiadl able tstand?” (Rev 6:17) We
know that it is those who know and claim God’s ttlge “Verily | say unto you, There be
somestanding here, which shall not taste of death, till theg #& Son of man coming in
his kingdom” (Matt 16:28).

You and | can easily stand against the wiles ofingl known that, YWhen the enemy
shall come in, like a flood the Spirit of the LORDshall lift up a standard against him’”
(Isa 59:19).
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