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Who were the people involved in the first recortigaritual battle?”
What did the losers of that battle believe thaytweuld gain? What
specific human ingredient was lost during thatlbattWhy is it so
important that this specific “lost ingredient” isstored to mankind?
We will answer all of these interesting questionsmy this Bible
Study!

It is interesting that the New Testament referthad particular “lost ingredient”

666 times; it occurs 66 times in the Gospel of Mamkl 70 times in the Book of
Revelation. What is that special “lost ingrediént?

Some sort of “hide and seek” or a matter of “Loshd Found!”

Solomon animated wisdom in the Book of Proverbs oge unkindly cries out
to those who have lost her, “they shall seek mlky gaut they shall not find me”
(Prov 1:28). Yet, wisdom declares later that slag e found; however, onlyy
those who love her, “I love them that love me; #make that seek me early shall
find me” (Prov 8:17). Just as the elusive “wisdowho, if sought after in the
right spirit can be found, so mankind’s “lost indient” is also recoverable!

Jesus taught that it is possible for humans tovecthat wich has been lost if we will
simply put forth the effort to search, “seek, amedspall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you . . . and he that seeketh fin@eith;to him that knocketh it shall be
opened” (Luke 11:9-10). The one who dilligentlgke ultimately finds. We will
return to concept of someone knocking while Jeswsithe other side of the door.

Jesus’ encouraging words notwithstanding, humdras/been laden with skepticism! We
find Thomas asking the ponderous question, “howveaknow the way?” (John 14:5).
Nicodemas théeacher of Israel asked Jesus, “How can thesggtia?” (John 3:9) and
again, “How can a man be born when he is old?”"r{J&i4). Even though they were spoken
long before Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins, notige’sd comments, “How then can man be
justified with God? or how can he be clean th&tam of a woman?” (Job 25:4). The
concept embedded in all of these questions camriibisized into one single question, “Is it
really possible for mankind to get right with GodPhe answer is absoultely, “YES!” The
Good News or Gospel is that through Jesus, mardandyet back on track with God! Let us
stay on-track.

We must reamin true to our quest for that speddat‘ingredient,” because, if we do not
discern what we have lost, we will not know whasupposed to be restored to us! If we do
not know what is to be restored, we will not dilijg seek after that lost item as Jesus
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advised. If we do not understand that which hanbest how could we possibly recognize
it, even if we stumble across that special “logradient?”

Adam and Eve Lost Something! What exactly was it?

So what exactly did Adam and Eve lose? Let's mige sequence and perspective of the
Genesis narrative. The book records in chaptettiz7after Adam was created, he named
the animals. Then in chapter 2:17, God commandratiio eat of the “tree of the
knowledge of Good and Evil.” Next, in verse 22 d3weated the woman for the man; and
verse 25 informs us they remained naked yet withoytshame! However, things began to
change soon thereafter.

Aspiring to deceive, satan appeared unto the waanmdrmade her an offer. Let’s notice his
assertion, “For God doth know that in the day yetleareof, theryour eyes shall be opengd
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evilh(&®&). We must rightly assume that
they both had perfect vision prior to satan’s adeanSo, the first thing to realize is that they
already had their vision! Therefore, since thegady had physical eyesight, what does it
mean to have ones eyes open?

To answer that last question, we must look to #rd Biblical story relating to “open eyes.”
It conveys the story of Hagar as she fled Abrahderis as a result of Sarah’s exasperation
with her, “And the water was spent in the bottlegd ahe cast the child under one of the
shrubs. 16 And she went, and sat her down ovensiglaim a good way off, as it were a
bowshot: for she saidlet me not see the death of the chiléind she sat over against him,
and lift up her voice, and wept. 17 And God heael\oice of the lad; and the angel of God
called Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, Witeth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God
hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. 18&\tift up the lad, and hold him in thine
hand; for | will make him a great nation. 19 AGod opened her eyeand she saw a well of
water; and she went, and filled the bottle withevaand gave the lad drink” (Gen 21:15-19).
Notice that God caused her to see something thenatimmediately perceptible to her
natural eyes. Can you imagine a woman who woulgbdly abandon her dehydrating child
when a well of water was perfectly nearby? It doeismake sense! Therefore, to have ones
“eyes open” in a Biblical sense when blindnessgausly not the issue means that the
individual becomes spiritually perceptive! Thisist just my hypothesis notice another
story. It's about Elisha and his servant who fddvecause of a great army, “And Elisha
prayed, and said, LORD, | pray the@pen his eyeshat he may see. Aritle LORD opened
the eyeof the young manand hesaw and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and
chariots of fire round about Elisha” (2 Kings 6:1Here again we find that the opening of
eyes causes something that is not immediately pebte to the natural eyes to be seen!

Now back to Adam and Eve. We should be considghiegimple question, “Did their
visual/spiritual perception increase as a resutthaosing to eat of the fruit of the tree of ‘the
knowledge of good and evil?”” Obviously, the simpinswer is,NO!” We have obvserved
already that before they ate they were withoutrse®f shame, “And they were both naked,
the man and his wife, arvdere not ashamedGen 2:25); however, they changed.
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This leads us to ask another question, “Does shmnsidon one into some sort of a superior
spiritual standing?” Let’s observe the Bible ansvegarding two of David’s children,
“Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and btabhgm into the chamber to Amnon
her brother. 11 And when she had brought them himcto eat, he took hold of her, and said
unto her, Come lie with me, my sister. 12 And sh&axered him, Nay, my brother, do not
force me; for no such thing ought to be done iadkdo not thou this folly(folly certainly
does not elevate someone to some sort of a sugrigiual standing) 13 And I,whither
shall I cause my shamt gd? and as for the¢hou shalt be as one of the fools Israel” (2
Sam 13:10-13)On the contrary, shame is associated with an inferior spirituahding! In
like fashion, when Adam and Eve partook of the they no longer saw any form of God'’s
image in themselves; instead, they were fearfulthay felt inadequate to even be in the
presence of God Almighty their creator, “Adam amgkife hid themselve$rom the
presenceof the LORD God” (Gen 3:8). Now, let’s realize atlwas taking place, as a result
of their disobedience, they saw themselves in Somme of a corrupted status with respect to
God! They hid themselves because, “they hearddlee of the LORD God” (Gen 3:8).
Somehow, the voice of God was at a level above thBased upon this first encounter with
the devil, satan’s obvious primary goal for mankisitb get them to somehow lower their
spiritual perception to an inferior carnal stateevehthey will not hear/perceive God

So what can we conclude? Adam and Eve boughsaten’s misleading sales pitclyptr
eyes shall be opengdndye shall be as god¢Gen 3:5); obviously, ye shall be as gods

was a misleading suggestion which offered somedagartovement into guperior spiritual
standing. Insetead, they were destined to a Iepitual standing! They were fooled into
grasping after what they already possessed, “Andl $aad, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness” (Gen 1:26). So what exacttytthey lose? Adam and Eve lost something
very important and essential to spiritual growtieyt lost theispiritual preception!

Suddenly Adam and Eve saw themselves as nakedteNibe irony; they sought after an
elevated or higher spiritual insight yet, they atea the opposite. What they saw they
became! Satan caused Adam and Eve to see themsadvely on a natural plane. His main
goal is to get all of mankind to see themselvat@natural realm. He wants us to focus on
our past sins, our weaknesses, our illnesses, @nehistakes. Adam and Eve fell from the
higher level: of “believing God is seeilfgpiritually)’” down to the lower level of “seeing
(physically)is believing!” Paul said, “For we walk by faithgt by sight” (2 Cor 5:7).

Our Strength —vs- satan’s Weakness?

Satan has 6,000 years of experience in observiddeanning from humanity. Therefore, he
knows an awful lot about mankind! However, whenaperate in a higher spiritual plane,
we confuse satan becausedoes not enjoy any form of spiritual understandi “But we
speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even thedndgisdom, which God ordained before
the world unto our glory: 8 Whichone of the princes of this world knevior had they
known it, they would not have crucified the Lordgbdry” (1 Cor 2:7-8). We learned from
that passage that Jesus’ crucifixion was a spiréuant that can only be understood by
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means of a higher plane of perception; as a resatlhn and the demons were utterly
dumbfounded through the whole episode!

When we get into the supernatural and begin toadpen the spirit we move to that higher
plane of perception. As a result, the fallen wasldtterly clueless regarding our activities!
Therefore, they seek to bring us back down to #meslevel where Adam and Eve decended.
From that lower level, they can exercise “thougtthtrol over us. In essence, they strive to
lead the Christian back into sin! However, oncergadly perceive who we are in the
spiritual realm(“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who kmexsin; thatwe might be
made the righteousness of God in Hirg2 Cor 5:21). Jesus became sin that we might
become the Rrighteousness of Go@nly after we really perceive the Righteousndé<sanl
and who we are, then we begin to exercise authovy the devil and his demons. At that
point, we perceive who they are and they recogmizas legitimate, “Then certain of the
vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to calt them which had evil spirits the name
of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by JesusmwPaul preacheth . . . Atlte evil

spirit answered and said, Jesus | know, and Pauddniow; but who are y@" (Acts 19:13-

15). Once our identity is established on eértlour flesh)and, “in heavenly places” (Eph
2:6), we have Jesus’ authority to restrain the demworld, “And | will give unto thee the
keys of the kingdom of heaven: amtiatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bouind
heaven and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shdddsed in heaven” (Matt 16:19).

We must continually operate at that higher levedmifitual perception! Elijah operated at
this higer level, “And Elijah said unto Ahab, Ghee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound
of abundance of rain” (1 Kings 18:41). Elijah hebtte sound of rain, but nobody else!did
Elijah took that sound as a “word” from God andoegan to pray for rain. Then he
commanded his servant, “Go up now, look towardsdéee And he went up, and looked, and
said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again sévess. 44 And it came to pass at the
seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariséttieacloud out of the sea, like a man's hand.
And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thyiahand get thee down, that the rain stop
thee not” (1 Kings 18:43-44).

When human beings operate in the Spirit of Godraatize this higher level of perception
and knowing they become more powerful. Observevbi@an of Samaira who said, “How
Is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of mieictvam a woman of Samaria? for the Jews
have no dealings with the Samaritans” (John 43@sus did not even concern Himself with
her controversial issues! In essence He totailigigd the whole cultural controversey of the
day! We in todays Christian culture might get eoyed in the doctirnal argument of “once
saved, always saved,” or the “pre-trib —vs— pabt-tontroversy. This type of nonsensical
argumentation only serves to get the people othegpiritual realm and back down to the
carnal plane where the demons exercise superiofgul explains, “(For the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through Gochpulling down of strong holds;) 5
Casting down imaginations, and every high thing &xalteth itself against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity every thought be tobedience of Christ” (2 Cor 10:4-5).
Spirit led Christians are not instructed to wresitimugh human strength, debate talents, or
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superior arguments; rather, agtainst the spirite@im, we “wrestle not against flesh and
blood” (Eph 6:12). Our efforts need to be focusard“Casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalteth itself against knewledge(spiritual knowing and perceiving)
of God.” Notice that we must strive to maintairr tavel of spiritual perception! From that
elevated preception we can battle anything thatesoagainst the knowledggpiritual
perception)of God! We are to “cast down” all other fallerirgp which attempt to
perpetuate “reasonings” and “theories” that areacobrding to the Word of God!

Now let’s return to Jesus and the woman at the. W&k earlier considered the principle that
a person operating at a higher level of percegiecomes more powerful than they were
prior to their enlightenment, “Jesus saith untqg K&, call thy husband, and come hither. 17
The woman answered and said, | have no husbangk (dg&rating with spiritual insight)
said unto her, Thou hast well said, | have no hadba8 For thou hast had five husbands;
and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband:ahgaidst thou truly. 19 The woman saith
unto him, Sir, Iperceivethat thou art a prophet . . . The woman saith tntg | know that
Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when heoise, he will tell us all things. 26 Jesus
saith unto her, | that speak unto thee am he” (Jobh&-26). Now, notice something
powerfull The womamerceivedvho Jesus was as she get@d of knowledge from Him!
Let’s notice just a few verses forward how thigtd” gave her new evangelistic
capabilities, “The woman then left her waterpot] arent her way into the city, and saith to
the men, 29 Come, see a man, which told me alyhihat ever | dids not this the Chris?

30 Then they went out of the city, and came unte’lfdohn 4:28-30). The woman was
empowered to perform evangelism as a result ohbghtened peception.

How Important is Spiritual Perception?

We can learn more regarding the importance oftsjirperception by studying the passage
concerning Jesus’ “triumphal entry.” One would estgbat Jesus’ “triumphal entry” would
have been deeply satisfying to Him; after all, HesViinally being recognized as the
Messiah. Yet notice Jesus’ actual reaction, “Arfetmhe was come near, he beheld the city,
andwept over it (Luke 19:41). We may immediately wonder, “Why, esiglly at this
glorious triumphal moment did Jesus weep?” The wesse gives us the incredible answer,
“Saying,If thou hadst known(that is, if they had spiritual perceptiqrgven thou, at least in
this thy day, the things which belong unto thy pdmut nowthey are hid from thine eyes
(They condemned themselves to suffer a continushab of spiritual perception, verse 44
tells us why.) For the days shall come upon thee, that thieengs shall cast a trench about
thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee veoyp®de, and shall lay thee even with
the ground, and thy children within thee; and thlegll not leave in thee one stone upon
anotherbecause tholkknewesinot the time of thy visitation” (Luke 19:42-44).Can it

really be true?All because they did nperceivethe scriptures concerning Jesus Christ!

We mustseek(“seek, and ye shall find” (Luke 11:9) as Jesugi3#&b get to the condition
where we continually hear and see that spiritualdvoln other words, we must perceive
that “unseen obvious,” “And they shall be all tatigf God.Every man therefore that hath
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heard (perceived on a spiritual planegnd hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me”
(John 6:45). On the other hand, the world cahear or see the spiritual realm, “Ye have
neither heardhis voice at any time, nor_sedns shapé (John 5:37). Jesus constantly hears
from the Father and we are to gain access throasgys] “Henceforth | call you not servants;
for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth:lhave called you friends; fail things
that | have_heardof my Father | have_ made known unto yd@John 15:15). Jesus teaches
us what the Father’s will is, “All things are dedned unto me of my Father: and no man
knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knowethnaan the Father, save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son wilevealhim” (Matt 11:27). Without spiritual perceptioreveannot
know God!

So, what exactly is Spiritual Perception?

In simple terms, “spiritual perception” is to lobkyond the natural and into the spiritual
realm. While | was preparing for this Bible Studliris Nicholl called me and relayed to me
an instance in his life of spiritual perceptionttha had recently observed: — Chris’ story —

During Chris’ call, | looked into the spirit realrtealized that his call was a confirmation to
me that “spritual perception” as a Bible Study topas proper for our entire group.

The following four passages use the Greek werdd’ pronounced (i'-do). It is a primary
verb and is used most often in certain past tensgseans “to see” in a literal serizeat
more oftenit is used figuratively. By implication it meaft® know” or “to be aware” or “to
have knowledge of;” we might simply express itlzes toncepttb perceivé’ Notice and we
will discuss its various usages in the followingeples?

* “Then Herod, when hsawthat he was mocked of the wise men” (Matt 2:16}his
example, did King Herod literally see the mockiakgt place with his physical eyes?

* Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Fatkeowethwhat things ye have need
of, before ye ask him” (Matt 6:8)Jesus reveals in this passage that the Father
possesses a powerful ability to comprehend oursieedn without our asking!

« “And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of gadsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus
seeingtheir faith(Here Jesus looks into the spiritual realm and sém¢h” through
His perceptive eyesighshid unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of goaskchthy
sins be forgiven thee. 3 And, behold, certain efgbribes said within themselves,
This man blasphemeth. 4 And Jeknswing their thought§Here Jesus makes use of
the same power that we observed in the Fatlsai, Wherefore think ye evil in your
hearts?” (Matt 9:2-4).

*  “And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaiashieh saith, By hearing ye shall
hear, and shall not understand; aeeing ye shall seeandshall notperceivé (Matt
13:14). (Seeing is the spirit requires spiritual perceptibiat extends beyond the
mere physical realm.)

Humans experience two kinds of perception: (1)itsiair and (2) carnal. The highest form of
perception is “spiritual” because it automaticathparts understanding. Adam and Eve
were given spiritual perception. We know this hessawhen they were created they
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immediatelyknew how to walk, talk etc. They gained that ustending through the

spiritual realm. After we were born we developeddarning to operate in natural things.

We learned to walk and talk and everything elseweier, when Jesus came to the earth, He

reinstated spiritual perception:

« “They went forth, and entered into a ship immedyatend that nighthey caught
nothing. 4 But when the morning was now come, Jesus siadte shore: but the
disciples knew not that it was Jesus. 5 Then Jeatls unto them, Children, have ye any
meat? They answered him, No. 6 And he said unto t@ast the net on the right side of
the ship, and ye shall fingJesus supernaturally knew where the fish would Degy
cast therefore, and now they were not able to diréav the multitude of fishes” (John
21:3-6);

e “go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and takbaufish that first cometh up; améhen
thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piesemoney that take, and give unto
them for me and thee” (Matt 17:27).

Jesus perceived these things through supernatallégdge. He constantly heard from the
Father and he also glimpsed into the spiritualneél can of mine own self do nothing: as |
hear, | judge” (John 5:30).

Back to the two forms of perception, we will calgfistudy the table that follows:

Natural — vs — Spiritual Perception Table

Natural Spiritual
Hearing with physical ears Knowing in our spirit
Seeing through physical eyesight Perceiving inspinit
Looking on the natural circumstances Looking onttbart
Lowest Form Highest Form

When Adam fell, he actually moved down from a higlesel of getting input into his life.

He descended from the spiritual realm into the nahtuAs we have already observed, Jesus
was in constant contact with the Father who isi®pirhe Biblical record clearly shows that
Jesus did not perceive things like those around; ldiran his disciples!

Notice the table that follows:
Jesus’ Examples of Natural — vs — Spiritual Percefmin

Natural Spiritual

Jesus’ disciples were amazed at Jesus’ Jesus did not conform to the cultural
conversation with the Samaritan woman, standards of his day; instead, as in this
“Jesus saith unto her, | that speak unto theeg instance, He perceived that His meeting
am he. 27 And upon this carhis disciples, | with this woman was a divine appointment.
and marvelled that he talked with the Indeed, that specific Samaritan woman
woman yet no man said, What seekest thou'became a prophecy for the gentile church
or, Why talkest thou with her? (John 4:26-2F}hat Jesus was going to establish.
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Jesus was scorned by the Pharisees becausdesus saw this occasion as an opportunity to
they thought that He was unable perceive a teach a spiritual lesson regarding

sinner in His midst, “a woman in the city, forgiveness of sins, “he turned to the
which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesw®man, and said unto Simon, Seest thou
sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought @nis woman? | entered into thine house, thou
alabaster box of ointment . . . Now when the gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath
Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he | washed my feet with tears, and wiped them
spake within himself, saying, This mahhe | with the hairs of her head. 45 Thou gavest
were a prophet, would have knowwsho and | me no kiss: but this woman since the time |
what manner of woman this is that toucheth came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet”
him: for she is a sinner” (Luke 7:37-39) (Luke 7:44-45)

God'’s form of spiritual perception was revealedh® prophet Samuel during the selection of
the one who would be anointed as king, “But the IDOdaid unto Samuel, Look not on his
countenance, or on the height of his stature; lmxabave refused him: for the LORD seeth
not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outwapgaance, buhe LORD lookethon the
heart’ (1 Sam 16:7). Jesus walked in God’s form of pptmon therefore He did not

conform to the world of the Jews; this is one @& thasons that they hated him!

Spiritual Perception and the Prophetic

The prophet Elisha was so completely focused omspirgual realm that he actually heard
and saw the plans of Israel’'s enemy! Let’s nosis¢he story unfolds, “Then the king of
Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel highservants, saying, In such and such a
place shall be my camp. 9 And the man of God settt the king of Israel, saying, Beware
that thou pass not such a place; for thither theaBy are come down. 10 And the king of
Israel sent to the place which the man of God hatd and warned him of, and saved himself
there,not once nor twicell Therefore the heart of the king of Syria wa® groubled for
this thing; and he called his servants, and said them, Will ye not shew me which of us is
for the king of Israel? 12 And one of his servasdi&l, None, my lord, O king: but Elisithg
prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of Ised the words that thou speakest in thy
bedchambet (2 Kings 6:8-12). Our enemies fear the prophgiftbecause it allows us to
see into the spiritual realm and they have no d=fagainst it!

Notice what the king of Syria did in an attempthwart Elisha, “And he said, Go and spy
where he is, that | may send and fetch him. Andais told him, saying, Behold, he is in
Dothan. 14 Therefore sent he thither horses, aadath, and great host and they came by
night, and compassed the city about” (2 Kings 6t4R- The bewildered enemy forces
surrounded the prophet! So, what happened nextitl tvhen the servant of the man of God
was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an hasipassed the city both with horses and
chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, nastar! how shall we do?” (2 Kings 6:15).
Elisha’'s servant Gehazi panicked! However, ndtioe Elisha reassured his servant, “And
he answered, Fear not: for they that be with usramee than they that be with them. 17 And
Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, | pray thegen his eyeshat he may seeAndthe LORD
opened the eyesf the young manandhe saw and, behold, the mountain was full of horses
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and chariots of fire round about Elisha” (2 Kingé@®17). God supernaturally opened the
servant’s eyes that he might temporarily see in¢ospiritual realm!

From our context of spiritual perception or visimotice how Elisha responded, “And when
they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the LO®&M2| said, Smite this people, | pray
thee, with blindness. Anlde smote them with blindnessccording to the word of Elisi{the
prophet spoke blindness upon the army of the endr@\And Elisha said unto them, This is
not the way, neither is this the city: follow meda will bring you to the man whom ye
seek. But he led them to Samaria. 20 And it canpass, when they were come into
Samaria, that Elisha said, LORD, open the eyebBadf@ men, that they may see. And the
LORD opened their eyes, and they saw; and, bebwdg,were in the midst of Samaria” (2
Kings 6:18-20). Elisha the prophet single-handéeilythe whole army captive and he
controlled what they could and could not see!

What we must learn is that there is supernatucibry available to us when we function in
the spiritual realm. This includes all of you, d8ifiy thing be revealed to another that sitteth
by, let the first hold his peace. 31 @ may all prophesy(1 Cor 14:30-31). This means
that we all have the ability through the Holy Spio tap into the spiritual realm! We all
possess that ability if we will but learn how taeus All of us can exercise that keen
spiritual eyesight which gives us insight and faykt

There is a three-step process of spiritual growtth the prophetic:

(1) First, God hears; then

(2) He causes us to hear his voice; then when we adiet

(3) He gives us spiritual vision,

We can observe this three step process in the stdi#gagar and her son, which we have
previously explored during this Bible Study, “A(t) God heardhe voice of the lad; and

(2) the angel of God called Hagar out of heavé@od speaks)and said unto her, What
aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heagdsthce of the lad where he is. 18 Arise, lift
up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for | wilake him a great nation. 19 A(®) God
opened her eyesnd she saw a well of water” (Gen 21:15-19). rd&dize once again that
God caused her to see something that was not inate®dperceptible to her natural eyes.
Obviously, it is very unlikely that a woman who wo@bandon her dehydrated child with a
well nearby! Hagar did get water from the wellwswer, the water source that she saw was
observable only through spiritual visicend it is likely that the well is actually projtoeof

the time when the sons of Hagar will one day fiedus, “the water that(Jesuskhall give

him shall be in him a well of water springing upareverlasting life” (John 4:14).

Protecting our Gift that Bestows Spiritual Percepti

When the key to our spiritual perception becomesey, we must keep it secret from the
enemy! The enemy will want to know our secretdoccessful preception of the spiritual
realm in order that he may plunder our gift, “Andlilah said to Samson, Tell me, | pray
thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and whettethiou mightest be bound to afflict thee”
(Judg 16:6). Ultimately Delilah got to Samson &eddisclosed to her the whole secret of his
strength! Soon thereafter, she coaxed him to stebpr lap with the intention that she might
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cut off his hair. After her disloyal deed, she dewly called out that the Phillistines were
coming to get him, “he awoke out of his sleep, saidl, | will go out as at other times before,
and shake myself. Anlde wist not that the LORD was departed from HinjJudg 16:20).
Because Samson was careless about concealingctie¢ sehis special gift, he lost it! Itis
noteworthy that we realize that Samson foughtdss battle out of a state of blindness!

We find this same principle where carelessness spithtual secrets leads to loss, “At that
time Berodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, kingatfylon, sent letters and a present unto
Hezekiah: for he had heard that Hezekiah had bekni3 AndHezekiah hearkened unto
them, and shewed them all the house of his precithiags, the silver, and the gold, and the
spices, and the precious ointment, and all thedotikis armour, and all that was found in
his treasures: there was nothing in his houseimalt his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed
them not” (2 Kings 20:12-13). Hezekiah was givegifaand he became flattered that his
enemy somehow liked him! Because of the falttbeyrevealed all his treasures! Satan can
also give us gifts, we need to be careful that weat fall into his trap; we must protect
those secrets that we have received from God! &ktaialy can share our secrets with those
that are in covenant with us; however, we must nsliare our secrets with an enemy!

Notice the prophets negative reaction to Hezekitdoish deed, “Then came Isaiah the
prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, Véa&d these men? and from whence
came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They aredmm a far country, even from
Babylon. 15 And he sai#fYhat have they seen in thine houdé&nd Hezekiah answered, All
the things that are in mine house have they dbere is nothing among my treasures that |
have not shewed theni6 And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the wérti@ LORD. 17
Behold, the days come, thadt that is in thine houseand that which thy fathers have laid up
in store unto this daghall be carried into Babylonnothing shall be left, saith the LORD”

(2 Kings 20:14-17).

The enemy is blind to spiritual preception. Dasittangible invisible” is so obvious that the
enemy completely overlooked his strength. Hisrgjtle was so simple that his enemies were
completely ignorant to it. David was a singer cdipes to God; he even set-up a tabernacle
dedicated to praise! However, his enemies neveenstood praise as the source of his
strength.

A New Look at a Familiar Passage from the Book oé¥elation — from the Context of
Spiritual Perception

Recall the three-step process of spiritual growth the prophetic:

(1) First, God hears; then

(2) He causes us to hear His voice; then when welsdient

(3) He gives us spiritual vision

However, before we indulge in this “new look” weedeo realize that our old perspective
still remains valil We have long seen the opening verses in Ch&joter of the Book of
Revelation as the futurapture of the church'After this (the famous mystical phrase from
the Greek ‘Meta tauta’) looked, and, behold, a door was opened in héarev 4:1). A
growing majority of Evangelical Christians and athe/ho study the Bible’s teaching
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regarding “the last things” or escatology agre this passage from the opening verses of
the fourth chapter of Revelation is particularlgrsficant since the church which was the
only subject of chapters 2 & 3, is no longer disdge until the marriage of the Lamb in
chapter nineteen.

In the Book of Revelation, we learn, “I was in ®girit on the Lord's dagl—John was
praying to God in the spirit and God _heatdm), and heard behind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet, 11 Saying, | am Alpha and Omega, the &gt the last{2—John_heardthe voice of
Jesus)and, What thou seest, write in a bd8kJohn was told to record his visigh(Rev
1:10-11). This three-step process sets the stagmuf understanding of the process toward
spiritual vision.

Continuing a little forward in Revelation chapteuf we see a second vision of the Apostle
John, ‘After this (Meaning that it occurred at another time laterfeeto the explaination for
verse 2 below:) looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaumhthe first voice which

| heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with mbich said, Come up hither, and I will
shew thee things which must be hereaftekn@d immediately | was in the spir{fThis is a

key phrasesince John mentions here that “immediately” he sna the spirit” a second time
in the book, (see Rev 1:10). It unquestionablycetds that this vision occurred subsequent
to the first or atleast some time later, after faist vision in Chapter 1, when he saw the
Glorified Jesus)and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, andanen the throne” (Rev
4:1-2).

This second vision also shows the three-step psduasever it begins at the end of chapter
three, “Behold, | stand at the dgdrit is implied that John was prayingand knockif any
man hearmy voice (2-John_heardesus’ voice behind the dogrand open the dod@2 cont.
—John is obedient to the voice and opened the dplowill come in to him, and will sup

with him, and he with me” (Rev 3:20). Now contingion with Chapter four as if without a
break, “After this | looked, and, behold, a doorsvegpened in heavgdohn actually
witnessed a portal into the Heavenly realnaind the first voice which | heard was as it were
of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come ughér, and will shew theethings(3—

John is promised even further revelation of the tut) which must be hereafter” (Rev 4:1).
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