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We have all at one time or another experienceaaheral
excitement of receiving some new supernatural edhosl?
During those exciting times we are obviously enidstsc and
usually just want to get alone so we can put thve rexelation
into action.

However, in other instances we believe that we lzanew
understanding but by the time we get alone andngitéo put the
new revelation into operation we discover thamgt jdidn’t work as
we had earlier expected! Why? Is this normal agnGhristians?
Are there reasons that these beliefs did not phaneul?

In these frustrating situations, we often feel thatare acting as mere
men, “. . . are ye not carnal, and walk as menZTdf. 3:3). We should
not simply accept this fruitless outcome as thenahiexperience of all
Christians What is the solution to these spiritual predicars@nt

Jesus Christ is always the answer to all of lifg@blems! Peter says we get
answers to our problem#htough the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our
Lord.” Notice this concept in Peter’s lettéGrace and peace be multiplied
unto youthrough the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lok, According

as his divine powdnath given (past tenselinto us all things that pertain unto
life and godlinesgshrough the knowledge of him that hath called us talory
and virtue: (we get these things through knowledlg@/hereby are given unto
usexceeding great and precious promisethat by these ymight (this word
expresses merely — a potentib§ partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world through lust’Reter 1:2-4). The last part of
the passage uses the word “might;” therefore,abrsditional and certainly
possible that a Christian might hot

Jesus died to redeem us from every aspect of tise tiiat was introduced by satan the
devil! The complete will of God for us is neitharffering nor pain nor problems nor
anything evil! Instead, we haveXceeding great and precious promiséshrough
Christ who has made us overcomers.

Jesus taught, in Luke 8:11 Fhe seed is the word of God M Please notice that we
must capture the idea that tleseed” identified in that specific parabtes the word of
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God!” ThIS is actually from the great parable where Sesummanded,Hear ye
thereforethe parable of the sowet (Matt 13:18)! The seed that was sown in us is not
just common seed it is good seed, “Another parpbtéhe forth unto them, saying, “The
kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sogaatl seedSperma, what does
that sound like?)n his field” (Matt 13:24). This is the first tintbat the wordsperma”
appears in the bible! The apostle John used tiid wben he wrote, “Whosoever is born
of God doth not commit sin; for his se@gherma)emaineth in him: and he cannot sin,
because he is born of God” (1 John 3:9). Paulus|dif ye be Christ's, then are ye
Abraham's see(sperma) (Gal 3:29).

The concept of seed for the purpose of productfant@rvest is extremely important to
God who said, “Let the earth bring forth grass,tibeb yieldingseed and the fruit tree
yielding fruit after his kind, whosgeedis in itself, upon the earth” (Gen 1:11).

A parable is something thrown alongside: §aja— alongside; (2ballo — to throw. Jesus
identified this parable as the most important beeéwholds the key to all parables, Mark
4:13-15 ‘Know ye not this parable? and_how then will ye knovall parables? The
sower soweth the wordHere again, we see the woad being equivalent to seed In
other words, within the parable of the sower, thextists a potential to unlock the other
parables! Through understanding that specificldarave literally can unlock much of
the Bible! The parable of the “sower” is clearljuadamental parable! How would you
like to unlock the Bible?

We discover that the word of Gdtthe seed)s “sown in the heart” and immediately Satan
the devil comes along and takes away what was sowe heart! We would be wise to
realize that Satan actually spends significantreffind time studying the word of God that
has been sown into our hearts! “And these areltlydire way side, where the word is
sown; butwhen they have heargdSatan cometh immediately, and taketh away the
word that was sown in their hearts” (Mark 4:15). So let’s break down this important
passage into its component parts that we may retisaive-fold seed-stealing process,

(1) — “The seed is the word of God,

(2) — “which is sown in mans heart;”

(3) — “When any one heareth the word of the kingdom,”

(4) — “and understandeth it not;” . . . the naturalatosion is

(5) — “Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the worthat was sown in

their hearts.”

This is the biblical five-fold process that grapilg illustrates the course of action
regarding the destiny of the seed that was sovexpiessed in the parable of the sower.
Let us examine this process more carefully.

Now pay close attention! satan the devil immedyatemes along and steals away what
was sown in the heart! “Hear ye therefore the lplaraf the sower. When any one
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heareth the word of the kingdoamd understandeth it not then cometh the wicked one,
andcatcheth away that which was sown in his hedr{Matt 13:18-19).

Notice, this takes place only, “When any one héatfed word of the kingdom, and
understandeth it not” We must clutch the concept that our lack of ustending is
what permits the seed to be stolen! This teachébat Satan can only steal the word
“sown in our hearts” when it is not understbod

We have been taught that “faith cometh by hearingVe all have been taught openly or
privately that when we hear something over and;@sntually we will acquire the
complete understanding! After all the word say&) then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God” (Rom 10:17). So thfeme hear over and over and over,
finally we will get the concept. But what happéinse don’'t understand? Let’s realize
that Jesus taught something quite different! He, Shut when they have heard, Satan
cometh immediatelyand taketh away the word that was sown in thearts” (Mark

4:15). Satan always comes immediately after thellaas been sown through our
hearing. Haven't we all experienced that immedyaaéter we hear some wonderful new
biblical concept that Satan immediately shows upater-down the idea in our hearts!

The Biblical concept is clear; when we hear sonmgtand don’t understand it then
immediately the devil comes and takes it away! |IWhat if we hear something ten
times and don’t understand it? Satan comes ams fialaway all tem times. 10 X O is still
0! What about 1,000 times? 1,000 X O is stillTHe notion is not how many times we
hear something sown into our hearts; rather, thpontant thing is the

T -

understanding!t‘@

Understanding is the important component! Lukkste$, “Then opened he their
understanding, that they might understand the seep” (Luke 24:45). The Holy Spirit is
the means given to us by God through which we gaderstanding, “And the spirit of the
LORD shall rest upon hinthe spirit of wisdom and understanding (Isa 11:2). Jesus
said, “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghashom the Father will send in my
name he shall teach you all thinggin other words He will give to us the important
component of understandingnd bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoé

have said unto you” (John 14:26). Notice thatdesaid that it is the Spirit of God which
gives us the revelation of tifeeed)or the word of God!

Let us realize that the Holy Spirit has the jollbohging the understanding to us.
Remember, it is not how many times we hear a tthagis important! What is important

is to get the understandir% of the(seed)or the word of God into our lives. Often times
we are in the “faith” process of believing for sameg from God; yet we do not observe
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the “hoped for” thing come to pass! We performtladit we know to do; yet nothing is
comes to pass. We sometimes say to ourselves] W&/'got his healing;” or “She got her
answer, why doesn’'t God give me the what | haveadstr?” “Doesn’t God love me?”
“Why do they get their prayers answered and | dgettmine?” This precarious period

between the planting of the seed in our heartsldhanifestation of our hope is when
satan performs his ignoble deeds.

What we are all actually seeking after is to catseword to bring forth its promised
harvest or fruit! The good news is that the woiréod will definitely work in our lives;

but, it has a definite path that it must travebrder bring forth its frui!t We previously

read about the “exceeding great and precious pestiisyet the scripture says, “My
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hd 41 et's not let the lack of
knowledge work against us! Let’s observe the hiotdrruth which came from the very
lips of Jesus “Verily, verily, | say unto you, Extea corn of wheat fall into the ground

and die it abideth alone: but if it diét bringeth forth much fruit - (John

12:23-24). What we are seeking after is the mugit! filThe word of God is a seed; yet,
we are seeking after the harv@stiit) that the seed produces! In reality we are seeking
after the promised harvest! The Bible gives usehBe not deceived; God is not
mocked: for whatsoever man soweth, that shall he also redfGal 6:7).

Most of us have been taught to use the word of &woa sword, “For the word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedyentd” (Heb 4:12). Yet too many
people use the word of God as a sword before itf@ag properly been used as a seed!
Jesus said, “Except a corn of wheat fall into treugd and die, it abideth alofthat one
seed remains simply that one seedyow what does “die” mean for the seed in that
verse? We would use a much different word in t&xlBynglish to describe the biological
process that Jesus was referenciBg you know what that biological word is? What
happens to a seed when it is placed into the earth?

Jesus said, “but if it digerminates}it bringeth forth much fruit !

A seed will remain a seed until it germinatestethains in the form of a seed until it
germinates or is consumed as food! Archeologiat® iound 2,000-year-old wheat seeds
stored in the Egyptian pyramids! They actuallynpéa the seeds and produced an actual
wheat harvest from that ancient seed! Many of luss@ians have bountiful stores of
seeds yet we do not yet see the promised harVésthre literally turning into massive
grain bins of seed! We need to use the word asads however, we must first learn to

use it as a seéd

The world has learned well from the saying inspiigdatan, “Seeing is believing!”
Notice this exact concept through the reactiorhefrhockers of Jesus while on the cross,
“likewise also the chief priestaocking saidamong themselves with the scribes, He
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saved others; himself he cannot save. Let ChmésKing of Israel descend now from the
crossthat we may see and believé Here we observe the saying, “Seeing is bahgVi

However, just like almost everything else we haamed through the word, the Bible
teaches the exact opposite, “Believing is seeirlgsitice the exact words that Jesus used
in this same context, “Thomasecause thou hast seeme,thou hast believed blessed
are theythat have not seenand yethave believed (John 20:29). There was a certain
nobleman who came to Jesus one day and askecethet Heal his son, “Then said Jesus
unto him,Except ye seeigns and wonderge will not believe” Jesus actually preached
to the man that heust believeeven what he did not seg'Jesus saith unto him, Go thy
way; thy son liveth. Andhe man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unhim,

and he went his way” (John 4:50). The next dayntla@ met his servant on the road and
discovered that the boy was healed when he fitgg\uszl! But what if the man would
have allowed satan to steal away his seed of bi#iefword that Jesus had spoken?”

In the same fashion as the nobleman, we must tedva like a pregnant mother!

We must learn to nurture the seed while it is in Tke just shall live by faith! If we
nurture and speak/proclaim the seed which wasgdantour hearts, the Holy Spirit will
come and germinate the seed! Part of our nurtymingess is to “see” the thing that we
are believing on the inside! This is called insig®ur very imagination must get
involved in this process toward germination. Gadhself had to stop an evil imagination
that began in Babylon, “And nomothing will be restrained from them, which they

have imagined to d6 (Gen 11:6). Imaginatiofinsight)is a very powerful tool! Before
we can see something on the outside we must seelile inside. God actually stopped
the evil imagination that was being promulgatectbgfusing the people’s tongues!

Consider this example with respect to using thedvas a seed —vs— using the word as a
sword — How many of you are going to heaven? érgsir hands if you believe that.
Have you stayed up for long nights confessing yoatindeed are going to heaven? Have
you confessed this over and over against Satan aitampt to beat him into submission
to this concept? No! You simply add the revelakoowledge from God’s word to your
faith and that is good enough for you! The seegithken root in your soul and you don’t
need to use your belief as a sword!

In the gospels we never observe Jesus buildingsufaith and then working hard or
“white knuckling it!” Do you think that Jesus hady doubts when He called out
“Lazarus, come forth?” Jesus wasn’t grunting @akafg! He simply had the revelation
knowledge from God, “I speak that which | have segh my Father,” (John 8:38); then
He simply spoke the word and the resurrection faake!

On many occasions we open our mouths and begimetaksand confess the things of
faith. However, when they don’t immediately shop/we get a little gun-shy. We enter
that period where satan performs his work of uabelif we are not careful, this can tend
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to transform us into mere nominal Christians! Withrevelation knowledge, we can
become more timid in our approach to God’s proniises

Whenever we hear in church or in these bible stutliat one person got healed and that
another had some revelation and then we begin gal@ro“Wow, it really is possible to
receive things through faith?” At this point, @deof faith has been sown! However,
when we try to use the wolmfore it is germinatedwe naturally experience frustration!

Remember the five-fold process,
(1) — “The seed is the word of God,
(2) — “Which is sown in mans heart;”
(3) — “When any one heareth the word of the kingdom,”

(4) — “and understandeth it not;” . . . the naturalatosion is
(5) — “Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away thelwat was sown in their
hearts.”

You should at this point have the following questio mind, “ So how do | keep the seed
in my hearts so it may get germinated?” Notice hemiah describes the process of
making one to understand, “Whom shall he teach kedge? anavhom shall he make

to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawm fitoe
breasts(this sounds as if it is meant for those who aréuneg For precept must be upon
precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, ipen line; here a little, and there a little:
For with stammering lips and another tongue will hespeak to this peopleTo whom

he said,This is the restwherewith ye may cause the weéwyrest, and this is the
refreshing: yet they would not hear” (Isa 28:9-1%Je discover that we must enter into
thisrest of God! “Let us labour therefore to enter intattrest, lest any man fall after the
same example of unbelief’ (Heb 4:11). We latmenter; after that we simpigst! This
process has the appearance much the same as whahiltien of Israel were taking over
the Promised Land!

Jesus lived his entire life with the benefit ofeation knowledge, “And the spirit of the
LORD shall rest upon hinthe spirit of wisdom and understanding the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fefathe LORD” (Isa 11:2). John the
Baptist was witness of Jesus being filled with lHady Spirit, “| saw the Spirit descending
from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon himhJb:32). _Germination of the word is
revelation knowledge or understanding which corhesugh the Holy Spirit The Holy
Spirit brings things to our remembrance and givesnderstanding! Just like the
revelation knowledge that we have concerning gtangeaven, we need to have the
“word” germinated in us before we begin to seedduice its harvest!

We experience victory in this life through the tpgrthat we believe! Not by our actions,
but simply by resting in Jesus! We often say, $Tigithe keythat | needed!” We always
seem to be lacking something and searching out s@meseven point technique! When
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all the while all we really needed was to enteo ithiat restful condition! Jesus himself
gave the promise of rest, “Come unto me, all y¢ ldd@our and are heavy laden, drwiil
give you rest (Matt 11:28). When we fully realize that we airgelves cannot do it; only
then are we almost there! It is not a matter dfiryg the proper seven keys or anything
else that we can accomplish through our own intelldesus died that we might enter into
His rest and cease from our works, “For he thahiered into his rest he also hath
ceased from his own worksas God did from his” (Heb 4:10).

Everything we need has already been accomplishagsfm Jesus Christ, “Grace and
peace benultiplied (this concept is first used with regardgsed in Gen 16:10 “And the
angel of the LORD said unto hémwill multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be
numbered for multitude)nto youthrough the knowledge of God(Biblical

multiplication comes through knowledgahd of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine
power hath given unto us all things that pertaitouifie and godlinesghrough the
knowledgeof him that hath called us to glory and virtue:erdby are given unto us
exceeding great and precious promiség2 Peter 1:2-4)._ Through our own strength we
cannot make any of the promises come to;mbwe can do is receive!

Living the victorious life is having the healing etmwe need it; or having the prosperity,
which we have confessed; or having a stable angyhfgmily. These are part of the
promises, “Whereby are given untoaxceeding great and precious promisethat by
these yamight be partakers of the divine nature.” Did you ¢t toncept that it is
actually God'’s very nature that is being impareds?

We need to realize that all of God’s Word essegt@mes in the form of seed! From
Genesis through Revelation we have uncounted séeds Messiah. We need to view
every scripture as a divine seed about Christ!r§gseripture is a different revelation of
the Christ; and in Christ (the Messiah) is evenyghihat we will ever need! We must
learn merely to receive everything that Jesus lmeady done for us! The process,
through which we learn what Jesus has already ftones, begins with His word! It
doesn’t matter how many times we hear it; what enatis how much we understand the
word! We can be sure that whenever we don't undedsthe word we must battle for
what has been sown in our hearts! Overcoming faijuires revelation understanding of
the word that has been sown!

Simply knowing the scripture is not enough. Theme people who can quote more
scripture than you know. The Pharisees memorizeditst five books of the Bible; yet,
they did not recognize their Messi@bhrist)) So what good is just knowing the word,
“but the word preached did not profit thenot being mixed with faith in them that heard
it” (Heb 4:2). Obviously, knowing and quoting gtrre is one thing; but, understanding
the Word of God is something quite different!
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The jOb of the Holy Spirit is to germinate the wamcbur hearts! Without the Holy Spirit
we become like the people that Isaiah prophesied, 6But the word of the LORD was
unto them precept upon precept, precept upon prrdagpupon line, line upon line; here
a little, and there a littlehat they might go, and fall backward, and be broke, and

snared, and takeri (Isa 28:13). This is a picture of religious p&ofike the Pharisees
who merely knew what the word said; yet, withow #pirit giving them any revelation!

Notice that Isaiah teaches that it is with stamngewords throuogh which the Holy Spirit
speaks to the peopler6r with stammering lips and another tongue will hespeak to

this peopl€ (Isa 28:11). True, speaking in tongues is atpragrange activity. It is
actually quite bizarre anytime someone speaks wibiatghey don’t know what they
mean! The point is that speaking unknown wordsgdhith! Remember what Isaiah said
regarding the milk and meat of the word. The writtHebrews expands on this same
concept, “But strong meat belongeth to them thaiodifull age, even those who by reason
of use have their senses exercised to discerngoutth and evil” (Heb 5:14).

Remember Peter’s words tell us that we have “exngagteat and precious promises”
which come “though the knowledge of Christ!” Jesasl, “I have yet many things to say
unto you, but ye cannot bear them nibwesus meant that without the Holy Spirit the
disciples were unable to hear Him! He continuéthwbeit when he, the Spirit of truth,
is come, he will guide you into all truth: for hieadl not speak of himself; buthatsoever
he shall hear,_that shall he speakandhe will shew you things to come (John 16:12-
13). Notice that he said, “whatsoever he shalt,iteat shall he speak” Once more, let’s
break down an important passage into it's compoparit:

(1) the Holy Spirit of Truth will come to us;

(2) the Holy Spirit of Truth will guide us in to truth;

(3) the Holy Spirit of Truth will not speak of himself;

(4) the Holy Spirit of Truth will hear from God,

(5) the Holy Spirit of Truth will speak what He hears;

(6) and, the Holy Spirit of Truth will show us things¢ome.
Notice number (5) above; how does the Holy Sppéak? Revelation comes through
speaking in stammering lips or in an unknown tothgtliee Holy Spirit does the speaking
and gives the revelation! The job of the Holy $ito reveal things to us! The process
does not work as some say, “getting things deepndot® our hearts.” Just the opposite
is true, we are to bring things up out of our $piand out into the world! That is why
Paul wrote, “For he that speaketh in an unknowguespeaketh not unto men, but
unto God: for no man understandeth him; howheithe spirit he speaketh mysteries
(1 Cor 14:2). The Holy Spirit actually speaks neyss through our tongues. The Holy
Spirit produces the germination with the seed Wwtlready have in our hearts!

Now get this, there are different kinds of maniéisins of tongues, “For he that speaketh
in an unknown tongue speaketbt unto men, but unto God: for no man
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understandeth him’ (1 Cor 14:2). Notice that when you speak in aknown tongue
you speak not unto men but unto God! Here is apayt on the day of Pentecost they
were speakingnto men, “because that every méaweard them speakin his own
languag€ (Acts 2:6)! Therefore, since they had undersiaggdthey were speaking a
different kind of tongue (language) than we setéwverse, “For he that speaketh in an
unknown tonguespeakethnot unto men’ (1 Cor 14:2).

There are two different forms of speaking in torgyju®ne form of speaking in tongues
was used to communicate to men of other langudlgissiorm came about on the day of
Pentecost. However, another kind of speakingnigues is used as a prayer language, “if
| pray in an unknown tongueyy spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful” (1
Cor 14:14). Our understanding is unfruitful be@asr brain does not comprehend.
However the spirit will reveal the things generated of that prayer at some later time.
The Bible describes this second form of speakinpmgues as, “For he that speaketh in
an unknown tongue speaketh not unto niert,unto God” (1 Cor 14:2).

On the day of Pentecost they began to speak im tiihgues as the spirit gave them
utterance! Now let's come to a realization, eitthery were making up a false babbling
languageor they were hearing the inner voice of the Holy Bjind repeating the
utterance that He was giving to them! The biblesdhey “began to speak with other
tonguesas the Spirit gave them utterancé(Acts 2:4). Whenever a Christian speaks in
other tongues then, he/she obviously hears thee\adithe Holy Spirit! The Holy Spirit
gives the utterance! The Holy Spirit will revelaings line upon line and precept upon
precept!

All word and no spirit, you dry-up;

All spirit and no word, and you blow-up;

But, when you mix the spirit with the word you graip!
Many don’t understand the Holy Spirit; yet, it i® Mho Jesus promised would give us the
understanding.

We don’t experience success by simply spittingtbetword of God toward Satan like a
sword! For example we might be saying, “by higsis | am healed;” “by his stripes | am
healed;” “by his stripes | am healed;” etc. Rather must use the word of God as a seed
before it becomes a sword! We must believe itunteartgthe word is sown in our
hearts)and have no doubt! Through building a close wipfshrelationship with Jesus,
we begin to discover that God’s love for us throdgbus Christ is what actually performs
the healing in our bodies. This revelation knowledom God causes the seed of the
word to germinate within us and it takes root! he&hatever mountain that we face,
when we speak it naturally obeys our voice, “Failyé say unto you, That whosoever
shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed,l@thou cast into the sea; and shall not
doubt in his heart, but shall believe that thosegfh which he saith shall come to pass; he
shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore | say yoi, What things soever ye desire,
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when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, anshgdl have them” (Mark 11:23-24)!
When Jesus spoke these words, what specific Optsaziwas He quoting from?
(Answer)- “None!” There is no OT scripture, which gaverHihat concept! There is
nothing wrong with quoting scripture! Yes we néedinderstand and quote from the
Bible. But more importantly, what we really nesda speak unto the mountairile
experiencing a close personal relationship with Godnd it shall be done!

Often times we make things much too hard! Wenesd to chilll When we get into a
relationship with Jesus, we do things out of a “tatah mentality not out of a “have-to
point of view!” When we are living out of a “waid” mentality, we no longer need to
function! At this point we aren’t having to penfoy or working to bind the right devil; or
having to quote the correct scripture! Ratheranesimply enjoying victory through a
close relationship with our daddy, the creatorhef ainiverse!

The Holy Spirit continually germinates the wordor hearts, “Which things also we
speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacloethwhich the Holy Ghost teacheth;
comparing spiritual things with spiritual” (1 Corl3).

Praying in tongues is simply a spiritual gateway ithe spiritual things of God! We
should pray often in the Holy Spirit! When we piaytongues spiritual things begin to be
revealed to us! As we continue to receive fromHio& Spirit our relationship grows and
we naturally enter into the rest of God!

The bible teaches us, “the just shall live by fditBut what is that specific “faith” that the
just actually live by? Our problem is that manyi€tians don’'t know what the true Bible
meaning of “faith” really is! Most people undenstifaith as a form of deep believing or
having a strong conviction about something. Itmét what most of you feel? Yet, that
concept is incomplete! The concept of true Bilidéth” is too often elusive. James
chapter two has long been the source of major tiggzdl disagreements regarding the
relationship between “faith” and “works.”

However, in order to understand just what “faith,’we must have the proper and
complete Bible definition of “faith.” Next, we muput that “faith’ into operation!
Misunderstanding “faith” can result in frustratiand certainly produce unfruitful results;
if anything at all!

Jesus left clear instruction regarding our walkaith, “Behold,| give unto you power to
tread (walk) on serpents and scorpions, and over all the powef the enemy and

nothing shall by any means hurt you” (Luke 10:19hviously He gave us the spiritual
power to tread ofwalk) on the unsavory elements of the spiritual realrhe Bible

teaches, “For wevalk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7). Jesus’ words clearlgan that

we have God on our side as walk by faith and tread on serper(emond) This

clearly implies that we are assured of defeatimgdévil and his emissaries in every aspect
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of our lives! That specific power to tread down our enemies is pxessed as our walk
by faith!

But, let's make sure of our understanding! Wheras a teenager, if anyone said that
something was “cool” they certainly didn’t meantthiavas characteristic of a low
temperature; rather it meant that the thing wasdedmnl or outstanding in nature!
Another expression from that era is the phrase 6bstght!” The phrase in no way meant
that one experienced obscured vision! Rather, 6bgight” was another euphemism
meaning that the thing or concept was wonderfuustanding in nature!

There is always an important need to have a cledpeoper understanding regarding the
specific meaning of words in the vernacular. Bignificant that we understand the
Biblical meaning of important concepts such asthféi This is especially true when the
words have a direct bearing on our daily lives!e Tords “faith” and “works” as used in
the second Chapter of James are two such condepseded clarification!

Let us search out more carefully the words “fagihd “works” as we seek a more
complete understanding of the concepts that Jgmesied. The Greek wotgistis”
meaning‘conviction or persuasionas found in James chapter 2, is translated irto th
English word “faith.” Likewise, the Greek wotdrgon” which meanscorresponding
action” is also found in James 2. We get the English wenérgy” from the Greek word
“ergon” and it is most often translated into the Engligivav'works.” Therefore, in order
for us to fully get the complete understandinghef passage in James chapter two, we will
substitute the corresponding definition noted akiova&rder to bring out a clearer meaning
of the passage.

In every instance from the second Chapter of Jamhese we see the word “faith” we are
going to replace that corresponding Greek woistis” with its literal meaning,
“conviction or persuasion.”’And everywhere we see the word “works” we will leege the
Greek word‘ergon” with its meanindgcorresponding action.” Going through this effort
will bring out some important clarification formighpassage.

Let’s begin the process with James 2:14, “what dqgbhofit, my brethren, though a man
say he hathconviction or persuasion’faith, and have ndttorresponding action”
works? can‘conviction or persuasion’faith save himlmeaning to deliver rescue or set
free)?” Next we go to verse 17, “Even‘&mnviction or persuasion’faith, if it hath not
“corresponding action”works, is dead being alone (We must stop here in verse 17 as
we capture the important Biblical concept that #hes such a thing as Biblicakad faith!
Thisdead faith is equivalent to “conviction or persuasion” withioany “corresponding
action!” Therefore, the opposite tiving faith should be characterized by “conviction or
persuasion” along with “corresponding action!The following two formulae identify
these concepts more clearly!

» Living Faith = “conviction or persuasion” + “corresponding aafi’
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» Dead Faith= "“conviction or persuasior* or without“corresponding action!”

Every time we come across Biblical miracle-prodgcifaith” it is alwayscharacterized
by the type of faith as identified in théving Faith formula noted above. Theving
Faith always includes the component dicarresponding action”notice the action verbs:
» widow gave the prophetElijah her first cake from her final provision;
* woman with the issue of bloadached out for the hemof Jesus’ garment;
* Naamardipped himself in the Jordanseven times;
* man born blindvashed in Siloamand came seeing;
» centurionsaid, speak the word onlyand my servant shall be healed
» the Hebrews, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-saigh“we will not servethy
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou kastip”

Returning to James chapter 2 we read in verseYlq,“a man may say, Thou hast
“conviction or persuasion’faith, and | havécorresponding action”works shew me thy
“conviction or persuasion’faith without thy“corresponding action”works, and | will
shew thee myconviction or persuasion’faith by my“corresponding action”works

Thou believest that there is one God; thou doeBt thie devils also believe, and tremble.
But wilt thou know, O vain man, thatonviction or persuasion’faith without
“corresponding action”worksis dead (James 2:17-20)? Nptice the definition dDead
Faith as listed in the bullet above Was not Abraham our fathéin the faith)justified
(made right with Godbpy “corresponding action”works, (Abraham took what he believed
or his “conviction or persuasion” and combined iitwhis “corresponding action”)

when he had offered Isaatis son upon the altar” (James 2:21).

Abraham fulfilled the whole formula as follows:iving faith = “conviction or
persuasion” + “corresponding action!” What we diger in this passage is that we must
get our‘conviction or persuasion’faith operational along with odcorresponding
action” or workd When we completely perform this we fulfill thergpture concerning
faith! Notice that verse 23 confirms this ideantthe scripture was fulfilled which
saith,Abraham believed Godthis means that in order for Abraham to believénhd to
take his “conviction or persuasiont his “corresponding action” and this became his
living faith), and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: la@mwas called the Friend
of God” (James 2:23). Abrahanfath was not just composed of thenviction or
persuasion”which he possessed inside his mind! Rather, heh@conviction or
persuasion”faith and combined it withcorresponding action!” We continue with verse
24, “Ye see then how that bgorresponding action”worksa man is justified, and not by
“conviction or persuasion’faith only. 25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlstified
by “corresponding action”works when she had receivedconviction or persuasion”

the messengers, ahdd sent“corresponding action”them out another way? 26 For as
the body without the spirit is dead, "smnviction or persuasion’faith without
“corresponding action”worksis dead also” (James 2:24-26).
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This last week | conducted a funeral for CorinneBu It took her body plus her spirit to
make the individual known as Corrine. In the sana@ner it takescorresponding

action” added to “conviction or persuasion” to comgea living faith!

Let’s follow Jesus’ words, “Behold,give unto you power to_tread(walk) on serpents

and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemgnd nothing shall by any means
hurt you” (Luke 10:19). Notice that Jesus toldhet nothing shall by any means hurt us!
Yet, God said, “it shall bruise thy head, and tkbalt bruise his heel” (Gen 3:15). Is this
a contradiction? Absolutely not! Jesus was kitbedthe stake in fulfillment of the
scripture “bruise his heel!” However, Jesus brdibes head, “For this purpose the Son of
God was manifested, that he might destroy the wofkise devil” (1 John 3:8).

Just as the spirit gives life to the body‘sorresponding actionivorks gives life to
“conviction or persuasionfaith and thus produceéSod’s Living Faith! Now we have
the complete two-step treading advance towardtsplrsuccess:

When we walk by faith we will, “treadn serpents and scorpions, and over all the power
of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means haut (1. uke 10:19).
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